Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



SELECTIONS 



FBOM THE 




ttnU 0{ tht ^mttnmtnt af MnAu, 



HOME, REVENUE AND AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT. 



No. CL.XXX. 



PAPERS 



BELATIKG TO 



THE CRIME OF CATTLE-POISONING. 



PttUtej^eti iig ^ntfiotits. 



CALCUTTA: 

PMNTED AT THE HOME DEPARTMENT PRESS. 

1881. 



€■:■ 



•\ 



■\ 



CONTENTS 



Details of correspondence. 



No. and date. 



Subject. 



Pages. 



Besolntlon of the GoTemment of India. 
Home, Bevenue and Agrioaltnrai 
Department. 

-From Government, North-Western Pro- 
vinces, to the Home Department. 



From Home Department, to the Govern- 
ment of the North-Western Pro- 
vinces. 



From Government of Bengal, to the 
Home Department. 

From the Deputy Coroner, Calcutta, to 
the Government of Bengal. 

From Government of Bengal, to the 
Home Department. 

From Government of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, 

From Goxemment of Bengal, to the 
Commissioner of Patna. 

From Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, 
to the Government of BengaL 

From OflSciating Commissioner, Patna 
Division, to the Government of 
Bengal. 

From Officiating Collector of Patna, to 
the Officiating Commissioner, Patna 
Division. 

From Government of Bengal, to the In- 
spector General of Hospitals, Indian 
Medical Department. 

From Inspector General of Hospitals, 
Indian Medical Department, to the 
Government of Bengal. 

From Officiating Principal Medical Store- 
keeper to Government, to the In- 
spector General of Hospitals, Indian 
Medical Department. 

From Deputy Inspector General of 
Hospitals, Dacca Circle, to the In- 
spector General of Hospitals, Indian 
Medical Department. 

From Deputy Inspector General of Hos- 
pitals, Dinapore Circle, to the In- 
S«ctor General of Hospitals, Indian 
edical Department. 

From Deputy Inspector General of Hos- 
pitals, Presidency Circle, to the In- 
Sector General of Hospitals, Indian 
edical Department. 



9-649-561 A, 25th April 
1881. 



7M A, 27th June 1870 



1270, 14th July 1870 ... 



4740, 27th Oft. 1873 ... 



166, 17th Oct. 1873 ... 



5238, 6th Deo. 1873 .. 



2864, 6th May 1872 ... 
2856, 6th May 1872 ... 
633, 4th June 1872 ... 
246, 27th June 1872 ... 



169, 13th June 1872 ... 



4176, 9th July 1872 ... 



1073, 28th Dec. 1872 ... 



1277, 6th Aug. 1872 ... 



738, 81st Aug. 1872 ... 



2369, 19th Sept. 1872... 



3943, 28th Nov. 1872... 



On the subject of the crime of 
cattle-poisoning by arsenic, and 
the measures necessary for its 
suppression. 

Stating that a law restricting the 
possession and sale of poisons 
would aid materially in repres- 
sing the crime of cattle-poison- 
ing. 

Forwarding copy of a eommunica- 
tion addressed to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal on the 19th 
May 1869, and of its enclosure, 
on the subject of legislating for 
the possession and sale of 
poisons in India. 

Becommending legislation to regu- 
late the sale of poisonous and 
dangerous drugs. 

Enclosure to above. 



Urging strongly that the sale of 
white arsenic and other poisons 
should be put under stringent 
legal restnctions. 



' Enclosures to the above. 



1 to 11 



11 



II 



11 

12 
12&13 

13 

13&14 
14 to 16 
17 

17 & 18 

18 

18 

19 

19& 20 

20 

20 



u 



CONTENTS. 



Details of correBpondence. 



Ko. and date. 



Sabject. 



From CiTil Surgeon, Hooghly, to the 
Deputy Inspector General of Hos- 
pitals, Presidency Circle. 

From Sargeon General, Indian Medical 
Department, to the Government of 
Bengal. 

From Sargeon General, Indian Medical 
Departm^t, to the Government of 
Bengal. 

From Babn Kannv Lall Dey. Teacher of 
Chemistry and Medical Jarispru- 
dence, Medical College, to the Sar- 
geon Generid, Indian Medical Depart- 
ment. 

From Government of the North-Western 
Provinces, to the Government of 
Bengal. 

From Saperintendent of Police, Benares, 
to the Magistrate of Gomckpere. 

From Government of the North-West- 
em Provinces, to the Saperintendent 
of Police, Benares Division. 

From Saperintendent of Police, Benares 
Division, to the Govemmfflit of the 
North-western Provinces. 

From Officiating Magistrate of Azim- 
gurh, to the Saperintendent of Police, 
Benares Division. 

From Government of the North-Western 
Provinces, to the Saperintendent of 
Police, Benares Division. 

From Home Department, to the Govern- 
ment of BengaL 



From Government of the North-Westem 
Provinces, to the Home Department. 



From Government of the North-Westem 
Provinces, to the Officiating Commis- 
sioner, Benares Division. 

From Officiating Commissioner, Benares 
Division, to the Government of the 
North-Westem Provinces. 

From Joint Magistrate of Gomckpore, 
to the Officiating Magistrate of 
Gomckpore. 

From Officiating Magistrate of Gomck- 
K>re, to the Commissioner, Benares 
^ ifision. 



poi 



From Home Department, to ijas Legisla- 
tive Department. 



430, 26th Nov. 1872 ... 
818, 16th Oct. 1873 ... 
4806 A, 5th Nov. 1873 
178, 16th Oct. 1873 ... 



2286 A, 6th Not. 1864 



144, 16th Oct. 1864 .. 



2206 A, 28th Oct. 1864 



147, 28rd Oct. 1864 



2l8t Oct. 1864 



2236 A, 6th Nov. 1864 



3, 2nd Janoaiy 1874 ... 



666 A, 27th March 1874 



664 A, 27th March 1874 
278, 4th December 1878 
410, 2nd October 1878 
60, 16th October 1873 
612, 14th April 1874 ... 



^Enclofores to the above. 



Acknowledging receipt of the above 
two letters, dated the 27th Octo- 
ber 1873, and the 6th December 
1873, Mid stating that there 
were several obvioas difficolties 
in the way of checking the sale 
of poisons in India. 

Beeommending that cattle-poison- 
ing be made an offence cogniz- 
able by the Police in the Bui to 
amend the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, and suggesting that 
the sale of arsenic be placed 
under administrative supervi- 
sion. 



.Endosores to the above. 



Asking for a coot of North-Westem 
Provinces Government letter 
No. 447, dated the 13th March 
1874^ containing a recommenda- 
tion that cattle-poisoning be 
made an offence cognizable by 
the police. 



Pages. 



20&21 



21&22 



22 



22&23 



23 

23 
23ib34 

24 

24 to 28 

28 

29 



29 



30 



30 to 34 



34 to 49 



40 to 64 



64 



CONTENTS. 



• • • 
111 



Details of correspondence. 



No. and date. 



Salilject. 



Pages. 



From Legislative Department, to the 
Home Department. 

From Oovemment of the North-Westem 
ProTinceSt to the Legislative Depart- 
ment, 

From Govemmmt Advocate, North- 
Western Provinces, to the Govern- 
ment of the North-Western Provinces. 

From Home Department, to the Oovem- 
> ment of the North-Westem Pro- 
vinces, 



From Home Department, to the 6ovem< 
ment of Bengal. 



From Government of the North- Western 
Provinces and Ondh, to the Govern- 
ment of BengaL 



From Government of Bengal, to the 
Government of the North-Western 
Provinces and Ondh. 



From Home, Bevenne and Agricnltoral 
Department, to the Government of 
Bengal. 



From Home, Bevenne and Agricultural 
Department, to tbe Government of 
the North-Westem Provinces and 
Oudh. 

From Government of the North- Western 
Provinces and Oudh, to the Home, 
Bevenne and Agricultural Depart- 
ment. 

From Inspector General of Police, North- 
Westem Provinces and Oudh, to the 
Government of the North-Westem 
Provinces and Oudh. 

From Officiating Commissioner, Benares 
Division, to the Inspector General of 
Police, North-Westem Provinces and 
Oudh. 

From Mr. Spedding, Magistrate of 
Goruckpore, to the Commiflsioner, 
Benares Division. 

From Home, Bevenue and Agricultural 
Department, to the Governments of 
Madras and Punjab, the Chief Com- 
missioners of the Cfentral Provinces, 
British Burma and Assam and the 
Besident at Hyderabad. 



246, 16th April 1874 ... 



4i7A, 13th March 1874 



31, 13th Febraary 1874 



748, 8th Jane 1874 ... 



744, 8th June 1874 ... 



66, 17th January 1879 



683, 8th Febmary 1879 



746, Srd July 1879 ... 



746, 3rd July 1879 ... 



1818, 22nd November 
1879. 



2266 A, 8th November 
1879. 



286, 14th October 1879 



77, 11th October 1879 



6—307 to 312, 20th 
March 1880. 



Sending a copy of the letter asked 
for. 



'Enclosures to the above. 



Stating that cattle-poisoning had 
been made an offence cog- 
nizable by the Police in the 
revised Code of Criminal Pro- 
cedure, but that beyond this the 
Governor General in Council 
was not prepared to go, either 
in the way of legislation, or in 
the direction of placing the sale 
of poison under administrative 
supervision. 

Forwarding for information a copy 
of the above correspondence 
with the North-Western Pro- 
vinces Government. 

Asking for the co-operation of the 
Bengal Police in tracing the 
sources from which arsenic is 
obtained by cattle-poisoners in 
the Upper Provinces. 

Stating that tbe necessary instroc- 
tions had been issued to the 
Commissioner of Police, Cal- 
cutta, and to the Inspector Gene- 
ral of Police, Bengal. 

Asking for any remarks which the 
Lieutenant-Governor may desire 
to offer in regard to the results 
of Mr. Spedding's enquiries as 
to the local centres from which 
cattle-poisoning operations are 
conducted. 

Making a similar request as above. 



Submitting a copy of Mr. Spedding's 
report, and stating that a strong 
case had been made out for 
regulating dealings in arsenic. 



Enclosures to the above. 
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Department, to the Government of 
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From Government of Madras, and enclo< 
snres. 

From Government of Bombay, and 
enclosures. 

From Government of Bengal, and enclo- 
sures. 

From Government of the Pui]Jab 



From Chief Commissioner of the Central 
Provinces. 

From Chief Commissioner of British 
Burma. 

From Chief Commissioner of Assam ... 

From Besident at Hyderabad, and enclo- 
sure. 



313. 20th March 1880 



314, 20th March 1880 



1429, 16th June 1880 
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1880. . 
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Making similar enquirleB as above. 



Asking for a report on the working 
of Bombay Act VIII. of 1866 
(to ' regulate and restrict the 
sale of poisons). 



Replies to the above letters from 
the Home, Revenue and Agri- 
cultural Department, Nob. 6-307 
to 312, 313 and 314^ dated the 
20th March 1880. 
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PAPERS 



BELATIKG TO 



THE CRIME OF CATTLE-POISONING 



Extract from the Proceedings of the Government of India, in the Home, Bevenue and 
Agricultural Department (Judicial), — Nos. 9—649—61 &61 A, under date Simla, 
the 25th AprU 1881. 

Read again the following correspondence on the subject 
of restricting by legislation the possession and sale 
of poisonous drugs, with a view to suppress the crime 
of robbery by the administration of poison, and also of 
cattle-poisoning : 

Home, Revenue and Agricultural Department Resolution* 
No. 68, dated the 20th February 1880. 

Letter from Government of the North- Western Provinces, 
No. 744A, dated the 27th June 1870. 

Letter to Government of the North- Western Provinces, 
No. 1270, dated the 14th July 1870. 

Letter from Government of Bengal, No. 4740, dated the 27th 
October 1873, and enclosure. 

Letter from Government of Bengal, No, 5238, dated the 
5th December 1873, and enclosures. 

Letter to Government of Bengal, No. 3, dated the 2nd 
January 1874. 

Letter from Government of the North- Western Provinces, 
No. 555A, dated the 27th March 1874, and enclosures. 

« 

Office Memorandum to the Legislative Department, No. 512, 
dated the 14th April 1874. 

Office Memorandum from the Legislative Department, 
No. 245, dated the 16th April 1874, and enclosures. 

* This Eesolution, which relates to the crime of robbery by poisoning, has been 
printed with connected correspondence as a selection from the records of the Government 
of India, Home; Bevenue and Agricultural Department, X^o. CLXYll. 
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Letter to Government of the North- Western Provinces, 
No. 743, dated the 8th June 1874. 

Letter to Government of Bengal, No. 744, dated the 8th 
June 1874. 

Bead also the following correspondence on the subject of 
the crime of cattle-poisoning by arsenic and the mea- 
sures necessary for its suppression : 

Extract from the Judicial Proceedings of the Government 
of Bengal for the month of March 1879, Nos. 37 and 
38. 

Letter to the Government of Bengal, No. 746, dated the 3rd 
July 1879. 

Letter to the Government of the North-Westem Provinces 
and Oudh, No. 746, dated the 3rd July 1879. 

Letter from the Government of the North-Westem Provinces 
and Oudh, No. 1818, dated the a2nd November 1879, and 
enclosures. 

Circular letter to the Governments of Madras and Punjab, 
Chief Commissioners of the Central Provinces, British 
Burma and Assam, and Resident at Hyderabad, Nos. 
5—307 to 312, dated the 20th March 1880. 

Letter to the Government of Bengal, No. 313, dated the 20th 
March 1880. 

Letter to the Government of Bombay, No. 314, dated the 
20th March 1880. 

Letter from Government of Madras, No. 1429, dated the 
16th June 1880, and enclosures. 

Letter from Government of Bombay, No. 8087, dated the 6th 
December 1880, and enclosures. 

Letter from Government of Bengal, No. 3144, dated the 28th 
Jime 1880j and enclosures. 

Letter from Government of Punjab, No. 3644, dated the 19th 
November 1880. 

Letter from Chief Commissioner, Central Provinces, 
No. 3283—178, dated the 4th September 1880. 

Letter from Chief Commissioner, British Burma, No. 2369^, 
dated the 20th April 1880. 

Letter from Chief Commissioner, Assam, No. 1704, dated the 
6th October 1880. 

Letter from Resident at Hyderabad, No. 238, dated the 20th 
August 1880, and enclosure. 

Resoltttion. — Proposals have from time to time been 
made by District OflBlcers for restricting, by legislation, the 
possession and sale of poisonous drugs, with a view to suppress 



the crimes of cattle-poisoning and robbery by the administra- 
tion of poison. These proposals have received the careftd con- 
sideration of the Government of India ; but the view hither- 
to adopted has been that legislation in the direction proposed 
would fail to secure the desired object, owing, amongst other 
reasons, to the fact that vegetable poisons are readily avail- 
able throughout India, and that persons, who require drugs 
for the purpose of robbery, can thus easily obtain them 
without resort to the shops of druggists or others. More- 
over, it is believed that white arsenic — the poison, perhaps, 
most frequently employed for criminal purposes — is used 
also for many legitimate objects of more or less importance, 
and that the more deadly mineral poisons can be so easily 
concealed and smuggled that no successful attempt could be 
made to restrict their use, except by repressive measures of a 
kind very harassing to the public and costly to the Government. 
Lastly, it has been held that the crime of cattle-poisoning, 
which was made a cognizable offence by Act XI. of 1874 (An 
Act to amend the Code of Criminal Procedure), should be 
met rather by special police measures than by recourse to 
legislation, the success of which appeared open to serious 
question. 

2. The practice of cattle-poisoning by arsenic having, 
after a temporary cessation, re-appeared in the eastern dis- 
tricts of the North- Western Provinces, the Government of 
those Provinces, on the 17th January 1879, informed the 
Government of Bengal that they were in possession of the 
names of persons in Calcutta who were believed to supply 
arsenic to the chamars of the districts in question, and asked 
for the co-operation of the Bengal Police in tracing the 
manner in which arsenic was obtained. It was added that 
Mr. Spedding, the OflBlciating Magistrate of Gorakhpur, had 
carefully investigated the matter, and was in possession of 
facts which it was hoped would lead to further discoveries 
if enquiries were instituted in Calcutta. The Bengal Gov- 
ernment accordingly issued orders to the Commissioner of 
Police, Calcutta, and to the Inspector General of Police, 
Lower Provinces, to afford Mr. Spedding every assistance 
in the prosecution of the necessary enquiries. In due course, 
Mr. Spedding's report was submitted to the Government of 
India, accompanied by a letter from the Government of the 
North-Westem Provinces, urging that a strong case had 
been made out for regulating dealings in arsenic, and recom- 
mending that the Indian Penal Code should be amended 
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so as to make it possible to punish persons, having in their 
possession arsenic tinder circumstances which left no doubt 
that it was intended for cattle-poisoning, as severely as those 
who were convicted of the crime of cattle-poisoning itself. 

3. Before proceeding to deal with the question, the 
Government of India deemed it advisable to consult the 
other Local Governments and Administrations. A circular 
was accordingly issued on the 20th March 1880, enquiring 
whether Local Governments would advise the enactment of 
any law restricting the sale of arsenic, and also how far 
arsenic might be regarded as necessary for manufactures^ 
such as tanning and the curing of hides, in their respective 
provinces. The Bombay Government were at the same time 
asked whether they were in a position to furnish any further 
report on the working of the local Act No. VIII. of 
1866 ("An Act to regulate and restrict the sale of poi- 
sons in the Bombay Presidency"). It was added that it 
would be desirable to learn whether His Excellency the 
Governor in Council was in possession of any facts to show 
whether the effects of the Act had been such as to warrant 
the enactment of a law for regulating dealings in arsenic 
as proposed by the Government of the North- Western 
Proviaces. 

The following is an abstract of the replies received : 

4. Madeas* — On receipt of the Home Department 
letter dated 20th March 1880, the Madras Government con- 
suited the local Chamber of Commerce, the Commissary 
General and the Trade Association as to the use of arsenic 
in trades generally in the Madras Presidency. The Chamber 
stated that they were not aware that arsenic was employed 
as a tanning material in Madras or elsewhere. There were, 
it was said, about ten shops in the city of Madras where 
arsenic was sold, and the sales averaged about twelve ounces 
only per annum per shop, the price being about 1^ annas 
per ounce for the white, and 1^ annas per ounce for the 
yellow, description. The Chamber saw no possible objection 
to the introduction of a law which would define the respon- 
sibiKties of dealers in poisons. The Commissary General 
reported that arsenic did not appear to be used for tanning 
purposes in Madras or Mysore. The Trade Association said 
that, so far as could be ascertained, arsenic was only used by 
the trade of Madras in the preparation of medicines. The 
Madras Government were of opinion that the sale of arsenic 
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might be restricted in that Presidency without reasonable 
objection, but that any law on the subject should be uniform 
throughout India. 

5. Bombay. — ^The Bombay Goyernment submitted 
copies of letters from the Commissioner of Police, Bombay, 
the Commissioner in Sind and the Divisional Commissioners, 
on the subject of the working of the local Act No. VIII. of 
1866, and remarked that, although to become thoroughly 
effectual the Act required to be strengthened, yet it had been 
worked without oppression or difficulty, and had in some 
cases proved useful in facilitating the detection of the crime 
of poisoning by arsenic. It was probable, too, that the 
knowledge that a law existed enabling the police to take 
cognizance of dealings in poison impressed the minds of the 
ignorant with a somewhat exaggerated idea of their liability 
to detection, should they use poison for criminal purposes. 
It was also inferred that the comparative immunity of the 
Bombay Presidency from the crime of cattle-poisoning was 
to some extent due to the existence of the Act, as the system 
under which the village Mhars in the Bombay Presidency 
are entitled to the skins of dead cattle was similar to that 
prevailing in the North- Western Provinces and Oudh. It 
was added — 

It is no doubt true that vegetable poisons grow in abundance in 
many parts of the country, and might be used if arsenic became more 
difiScult to obtain ; but the fact that arsenic is preferred to these easily- 
obtained vegetable poisons indicates that they are more difficult to 
prepare or administer, or are less certain in their effects, and that arsenic 
is the poison more especially to be guarded against. 

The Bombay Government further remarked that there 
were no reliable statistics which would enable that Govern- 
ment to contrast the prevalence of the crime of poisoning 
human beings and cattle before and after the passing of the 
Poisons Act ; but that the reports submitted showed — 

(1) that cattle-poisoning was not very prevalent in 

the Bombay Presidency ; 

(2) that, although the Act did not effectually check 

the sale of arsenic, it did in many cases facili- 
tate the detection of crime ; 

(3) that to render the Act more effectual, it would be 

necessary — 

{a) to give increased powers rendering it penal 
to possess arsenic without a license ; 
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(ft) to re-impose an import duty, and register 
the sales and dealers ; 

(c) to induce the Native States to adopt a 
similar law. 

It was added that the carrying . out of this last measure 
would probably be attended by some diflGlculty, but that, in 
parts of the empire not much intersected by Native territory, 
the measure itself was hot of very great importance. 

As regards the question of an import duty, it was 
pointed out that prior to 1878 arsenic paid an ad valorem 
import duty of five per cent., whereas it was now classed as a 
chemical product and imported duty-free. It appeared to the 
Bombay Government that the imposition of a heavy import 
duty on arsenic would, by enhancing its cost, render it a 
somewhat costly article before it reached the village Mhar, 
and that the measure, besides benefiting the public revenues, 
would be likely to have an appreciable eiffect in diminishing 
the application of the poison to criminal purposes. Finally, 
it was said that it had been found useful to suspend the right 
of the village Mhars to the skins of dead cattle, when the 
deaths of the animals in any locality had been so numerous 
or so suspicious as to suggest the idea of foul play. 

6. Bengal. — ^The Bengal Government reported the 
results of the enquiries made by the Inspector General of 
Police, Lower Provinces, and the Commissioner of Police, 
Calcutta, regarding the sale and use of arsenic for cattle- 
poisoning, and submitted the Lieutenant-Governor's views 
on the proposal to restrict the sale of arsenic. The Inspector 
General's enquiries showed that cattle-poisoning, although 
probably less prevalent in the territories under the Lieute- 
nant-Gk)vemor's jurisdiction than in the North- Western Pro- 
vinces, prevailed to a considerable extent in many districts in 
the Lower Provinces, and especially in the districts of the 
Patna Division. It was stated that Cawnpore and Agra 
received the largest consignments of arsenic from Calcutta, 
and that all, or very nearly all, the arsenic consumed in 
Upper Bengal was sent from Calcutta, the greater part going, 
in the first instance, to Patna. 

With regard to the enquiry as to the extent to which 
arsenic might be regarded as necessary for manufactures, the 
Bengal Government forwarded a memorandum by Mr. Pedler, 
Professor of Chemistry at the Presidency College. After 
describing the legitimate industrial uses of arsenic and its 



compounds, Mr. Pedler remarked that their employment in 
India was very limited. He expressed his belief that at the 
present time, with the exception of the small quantities of 
white arsenic employed in medicine, and of the quantities 
said to be required for the preparation of hides, and for the 
protection of woodwork against white-ants, there were no 
legitimate uses for any arsenical compounds, except realgar 
and orpiment. Regarding the uses to which these latter 
compounds were applied, Mr. Pedler remarked — 

Realgar is used largely in the preparation of signal lights, such 
as '' Bengal fire,^' and in pyrotechny. It is also used in dyeing with 
indigo to reduce the blue indigo to white indigo. When mixed with 
lime, it is employed in the preparation of skins and hides for removing 
the hair. It is also stated to be used in the preparation of orange 
shellac. On account of its brilliant red colour, realgar is very consi- 
derably used as a pigment. 

Orpiment has been used as a pigment, called King's yellow, from 
very early periods, but it is now almost replaced by the chrome yellows. 
It is used in indigo dyeing to reduce the blue to white indigo, and also 
to prepare " rasma/' a paste employed in dressing skins in order to 
remove the hair, and which consists of nine parts lune and one part of 
orpiment mixed with water. 

Mr. Pedler added that white arsenic could very readily 
be prepared both from realgar and orpiment by any one 
possessing slight chemical or metallurgical skill. 

The Bengal Government were not able to give any defi- 
nite information as to the amount of the different com- 
pounds of arsenic used in preserving hides, but they 
remarked that there was no doubt that they were largely 
used for this purpose. It was added that a firm of high 
standing in Calcutta had recently sent to their agent at 
Dinapore a large consignment of yellow arsenic for the pur- 
pose of curing hides. The Bengal Government at the same 
time submitted a tabular statement showing the extent of 
the hide trade in Bengal. The total number of hides 
exported from Calcutta to foreign and Indian ports during the 
four years 1875-76 to 1878-79 and 10 months of 1879-80 
was 27,373,976, and the total value of the hides was 
Rs. 7,02,86,791. Any proposal that would interfere with or 
tend to check an enormous trade of this description should, 
in the opinion of the Lieutenant-Governor, be very care- 
fully considered. Having regard to these facts, and to the 
orders passed by the Government of India in June 1874, 
the Lieutenant-Governor was not prepared to make any 
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further recommendation in favour of bringing the sale of 
arsenic under administratiye supervision. He thought, how- 
ever, that something might be done to check the operations 
of professional cattle-poisoners by more effective police ac- 
tion, by the employment of approvers, and by the depu- 
tation of special detectives continuously employed in fol- 
lowing the movements of the trade in arsenic, and in trac- 
ing supplies from the centres of the trade to more remote 
villages. 

7. Punjab. — ^As far as can be ascertained the legi- 
timate uses of jtrsenic in manufactures are very few in the 
Punjab. It is rarely, if at all, employed in the preparation 
of hides. The offence of cattle-poisoning by arsenic is not 
common in the Punjab, and Sir Robert Egerton does not 
consider that restrictions on its sale are necessary in that 
Province ; but there would, he thinks, be no difficulty in 
controlling it, nor would such restrictions impede, or unduly 
interfere with, its legitimate use in manufactures. 

8. Centbal Provinces. — ^In the Central Provinces 
there is no organised or general system of cattle-poisoning. 
In the occasional cases which have occurred arsenic has not 
been the poison used. The Chief Commissioner is therefore 
not prepared to advise the enactment of a general law for 
regulating the sale of arsenic. It is added that there is no 
evidence to show that arsenic is used in preparing hides or 
in other local manufactures in the Central Provinces. 

9. British Burma. — ^As cattle-poisoning by means 
of arsenic is not practised in British Burma, there is, in the 
Chief Commissioner's opinion, no necessity for an Act of 
the kind proposed. 

10. Assam. — Cattle-poisoning for the sake of the 
hides is unknown in Assam, except to a small extent in the 
Goalpara District ; but there it is defeated by the villagers 
themselves destroying the hides. There is also no organised 
trade in hides in Assam. The temptation to poison cattle 
has not therefore arisen ; but the Deputy Commissioners are 
agreed that legislative action is desirable to restrict the sale 
of arsenic. It is also remarked that Sir Steuart Bayley's 
experience in the Behar Districts coincides entirely with 
that of Mr. Spedding ; but that he learns, for the first time, 
from Mr. Spedding's report that there is any reason to doubt 
the fact of arsenic being generally employed in hide-curing. 
It is further stated that there is no province where the 
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possession of cattle is more sought after as a sign of 
wealth and position than Assam, and none in which the 
cattle are so much left to themselves, and therefore to 
the chance of heing poisoned. The Chief Commissioner 
would not, therefore, exempt Assam from any law that 
may be introduced for controlling the possession of 
poisons ; and on general grounds he thinks such a law is 
urgently called for. While of opinion that the draft out- 
line given by Mr. Spedding would be useful as a first ex- 
perimental attempt to control the possession of the parti- 
cular poison most generally used for cattle-poisoning, Sir 
Steuart Bayley remarks that it can scarcely be accepted as 
a final step in the direction of controlling the possession and 
sale of poisons. 

11. Hydebabad. — ^There is, it is said, little need of 
the enactment of any law restricting the sale of arsenic in 
Berar, as there is nothing like an organised system of poi- 
soning in that Province. Sir Richard Meade, however, 
thinks it probable enough that the circumstances under 
which arsenic is employed in the North- Western Pro- 
vinces and other parts of India may render legislation 
necessary. 

12. Mr. Spedding, when making the proposal which 
originated the present correspondence, did not advocate any 
legislative interference either with vegetable poisons, or 
with certain coloured combinations of arsenic, such as or- 
piment or realgar. He was of opinion that if, for the pre- 
sent, the proposed restrictions were confined to the white 
oxide of arsenic and other colourless arsenical preparations, 
it would very much simplify legislation, and that such a 
measure would not interfere with trade or commercial inter- 
ests to any appreciable extent. But the Governor General 
in CouncU observes that in two very important particulars 
the above conclusions are open to question. In the first 
place the Professor of Chemistry at the Presidency College, 
Calcutta, states that white arsenic can very readily be 
prepared both from realgar and from orpiment by any 
one possessing slight chemical or metallurgical skill ; and 
from the report of the Bengal Government it appears 
that, as a matter of fact, the two compounds of arsenic 
— ^realgar and orpiment— are largely used in Bengal in 
the hide trade and in the manufacture of shellac, as 
well as for other purposes. Further, it is said to be beyond 
question that arsenic is used in the Lower Provinces 
in curing hides; and an instance is given in which a 
European firm of high standing recently sent to their 

B 
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agent at Dinapore a large consignment of yellow arsenic 
for this purpose. 

13. From the facts stated in the foregoing paragraph 
it follows, firstly, that restrictions on the sale of white 
arsenic only would be insufficient ; and, secondly, that any 
restrictions whatever on the use of arsenic might injure at 
least one very important industry. Moreover, the experi- 
ence of the Bombay Government, in which Presidency there 
has been an Act in force for nearly fifteen years to regulate 
the sale of poisons, shews that legislation on such a question 
will probably be ineffectual unless it is made very stringent 
and far-reaching. Thus the Bombay Government include, 
among the conditions of successful legislation against 
poisons, the consent of Native States to the imposition of 
similar restrictions within their territories. Under these 
circumstances, the Governor General in Council entertains 
serious doubts whether the facts elicited in the course of 
Mx. Spedding's enquiries are such as to justify recourse to 
legislation for the purpose of regulating dealings in arsenic, 
and he would, therefore, adhere to the former decisions of 
the Government of India on this point. As at present 
advised, he also considers that the proposal of the Bombay 
Government to impose a heavy import duty on arsenic 
should not be adopted, inasmuch as the effect of imposing 
Quch a duty would be materially to raise the price of arsenic, 
and so to restrict its use for the purpose of curing the skins 
of the large numbers of cattle which die from natural causes. 
At the same time, he would invite attention to the sugges- 
tions of the Bengal Government, and would urge the adop- 
tion of measures to check the operations of professional 
cattle-poisoners, whether by more effective police action, or 
by the employment of approvers, or by the deputation of 
detectives specially employed to follow the movements of the 
traffic in arsenic and trace supplies from the centres of the 
trade to more remote villages. 



Order. — Ordered, that this Resolution be forwarded to 
the Government of the North- Western Provinces and Oudh 
for information, special attention being invited to the last 
portion of paragraph 5 of the Resolution regardiag the 
suspension, under certain circumstances, of the right of 
village Mhars to the skins of dead cattle. 

Ordered also, that this Resolution be communicated to 
all other Local Governments and Administrations ; to the 
General Superintendent of Operations for the Suppression 
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of Thuggee and Dacoity; and to the Foreign Department 
and Department of Finance for information. 

Ordered further, that this Resolution and the connected 
papers be printed in the form of a selection from the records 
of the Government of India and circulated for general 
information. 



From C. A. Elliott, Esq., Offg. Secretary to the Government, North-Western Pro- 
vinces, to the Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department, — 
No. 744A, dated Nynee Tal, the 27th June 1870. 

With reference to my predecessor's letter"*^ No. 229A, dated the 2nd 

« TTvj ^ oo *o 1 X- XT r^r^xTTT April 1866, I am directed to request 
• Fi<w page 82 of Selection No. CLXVII. .,^. -.i ^i • • i^ .i 

that, with the permission of the 

Bight Honourable the Governor General in Council, this Government 

may be informed whether legislation is to be expected on the subject 

of the possession and sale of poisons in India. 

2. Prom a report now before the Lieutenant-Governor it is 
evident that the crime of cattle-poisoning is practised in a greater or 
less degree in some districts of the Allahabad and Benares Divisions in 
these Provinces, and His Honor is of opinion that a law restricting the 
possession and sale of poisons would aid materially in repressing it. 



From A. P. Howell, Esq., Under Secretary to the Government of India, Home 
Department, to the Officiating Secretary to the Government of the North- Western 
Provinces,— No. 1270, dated Simla, the 14th July 1870. 

In reply to your letter No. 744A, dated the &7th ultimo, enquiring 

whether legislation is contemplated on the subject of the possession 

and sale of poisons in India, I am directed to forward, for the infor- 

- .- ^^„ mation of the Lieutenant-Governor, 
* No. 652. £ • ij 4t J 

T^.^ ^/v« ir « , X. Twr i^Tv^TT a c<>Py of 3, communication* ad- 

n<fe page 102 of Selection No. CLXVII. dresid to the Government of Bengal 

on the 19th of May 1869, and of its enclosure. 



Prom J. Ceawfited, Esq., Offg. Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
Judicial Department, to the Secretary to the Government of India, Home 
Department,— No. 4740, dated Calcutta, the 27th October 1873. 

I am directed to submit, for the consideration and orders of the 
Government of India, the accompanying copy of a letter. No. 166, 
dated the 17th instant, from the Deputy Coroner of Calcutta, and 
of the presentment made by a Coroner's Jury in an inquest into the 
cause of death of a female infant who died from an overdose of some 
drug containing a narcotic poison. 

2. The Jury, it will be seen, bring to notice that large quantities 
of dangerous drugs and medicines are sold in the city by ignorant 
Native vendors, totally unqualified to judge of their effect and medical 
properties. They suggest that some steps should be taken to remedy 
this evil. The Lieutenant-Governor fears that nothing can be done 
without legislation, but he has very long been of opinion that legisla- 
tion is required to check and regulate the sale of poisonous and dangerous 
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drugs. Not only such cases as the one now under notice may occur 
through inadvertence^ but the large traffic in white arsenic^ used 
for cattle-poisoning and other illegitimate purposes^ and little for legiti- 
mate purposes^ has long been an evil of the first mag^tude. 



From C. H. Beilt, Esq., Deputy Corooer, Calcutta, to the Ofig. Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, Judicial Department, — No, 166, dated Calcutta, the 17th 
October 1873. 

I have the honour to forward a copy of the presentment made by a 
Coroner's Jury in an inquest into the cause of death of a female infant^ 
named Binika^ concluded on the 16th instant^ on which the verdict was 
that " the deceased died from an overdose of some drug containing a 
narcotic poison/' 

The presentment was as follows : 

The Foreman and Jury would call the attention of the Local Oovemment to the 
fact disclosed in the case tliat large quantities of dangerous drugs and medicines are sold 
in the city by ignorant Native vendors totally unqualified to judge of their effect and 
medicinal properties. The Juiy would further earnestly recommend that some immediate 
steps should be taken to remedy this serious evil. 



From A. Mackenzie, Esq., Junior Secretary to the Government of Beng^al, to the 
Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department, — No. 6238, dated 
Calcutta, the 5th December 1873. 

With reference to the correspondence quoted on the margin^ faj 

CaJ* Letter from Home Department, No. having reference to the proposals 

4708, dated the 30th November 1865. made by this Government for re- 

t Letter to Home Department, No. 2464, Btrictingr bv law the possession 

dated the 13th April 1866. j i j! • j j 

LetteTto Home Department, No, 6773, ^^^ sale of poisonous and dan- 

dated the 17th December 1868, and gerous drugs m Bengal, I am now 
enclosures. directed to forward, for the con- 
Letter from Home Department, No. 117, gideration and ordprs of f hp finv- 
dated the 22nd January 1869. smeranon ana oraers ot tne iiov- 

J Letter from Home Department, No. 662, ernment or India, the accompany- 
dated the 19th May 1869. ing papers (bj showing the large 

^ ¥^\^ ^^^fStT^f^^ ^''' ^^^' quantities of arsenic annually im- 
dated the 27th October 1873. ^_j.j-j. r^ ^ j.j. j'xt. 

ported mto Calcutta dunng the 

,, »«_ ^. B -^w ,«.,« 1.T n^n. last 10 years, and the result of 

fhj Prooeedmgs for May 1872, Nos. 10-11. .i ^ ;^«„;^^« A^^^^4^^ +^ \^ ^o^^ 

Ditto for July 1872, Nos. 41-45. ^^^ mquines directed to be made 

Letter No. 1073, dated the 28th Decern- by the Lieutenant-Governor of the 

ber 1872, from the Surgeon General, uses to which it is applied. 
Indian Medical Department. ^ t^ ai - t 

Letter No. 813, dated the 16th October 2. From this correspondence it 

1873, from the Surgeon General, Indian will be seen that beyond the com- 

LetfNS.4^dStedthe6thNovem. P^^^vely small extent to which 
ber 1873, and enclosure, from the Sur- white arsenic is used tor medicinal 
geon General, Indian Medical Depart- and domestic purposes^ no sufficient 
™®^*- explanation is offered regarding the 

large consumption of this drug. The Collector of Patna not unreasonably 

* Vide page 77 of Selection No. CLXVII. 

t Vide pages 83 and 84 of Selection No. CLXYII. 

% Vide page 102 of Selection No. OLXVII. 

§ Vide page 1 of this Selection. 
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assumes that it is chiefly used for criminal purposes. Mr. Mangles 
expresses his strong belief that "large quantities of this poison 
are used by hide merchants, who, keeping it hidden away, give it out 
secretly to chamars in different parts of the Patna and other districts for 
the destruction of cattle.^' The Commissioner confirms the belief from 
his own experience, and adds that, '^ if a search was to be made, we 
should find scarcely a chamar^s house without a certain amount of 
arsenic in it.'' 

8 . Prom the Lieutenant-Governor's own experience and inquiries, he 
has ascertained that the white arsenic is chiefly used for this purpose. 

4t. In 1864-55, when Sir George Campbell was Magistrate of 
Azimgurh, he reported the discovery of an organized system of cattle- 
poisoning by white arsenic carried on by chamars for the sake of the 
hides. A copy of the correspondence on this subject received with the 
letter from the Government of the North- Western Provinces, No. 2236, 
dated the 6th November, is annexed. Further correspondence regard- 
ing the extensive dealings in arsenic for the purpose of poisoning 
will be found at page 275 in the ^' Selections from the Records of 
Government, North- Western Provinces," Part XXV., published in 1856. 
It was conclusively shown that a very large wholesale trade in arsenic 
to be used for this purpose was carried on by the Patna merchants. 

5. The Lieutenant-Governor would again strongly urge that the 
sale of white arsenic and other poisons should be put under stringent 
legal restriction. 



Proceedings of the Government of Bengal for May 1872, iVo^. 10 ^ 11. 

Progs. No. 10. 

From A. Mackenzie, Esq., Junior Secretary to the Govemment of Bengal, Judicial 
Department, to the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, — ^No. 2854, dated Calcutta, 
the 6th May 1872. 

I am directed to request that you will be good enough to inquire 
and report, in communication with the Collector of Customs, Calcutta, 
on the trade in arsenic. Your report should show what quantities of 
arsenic are annually imported, and of what kinds, and for what they are 
used. It should .also be stated whether the common white arsenic is 
largely used for any legitimate purpose, and you sho\dd endeavour to 
ascertain, as well as you can, in what directions the arsenic imported to 
Calcutta chiefly finds its way out. 



Progs. No. 11. 



From A. Mackenzie, Esq., Junior Secretary to the Goverimient of Bengal, Judicial 
Department, to the Commissioner of Patna, — No. 2855, dated Calcutta, the 6th 
May 1872. 

I am directed to request that you will be good enough to make an 
inquiry regarding the ^senic trade of the city of Patna, and report the 
result for the information of Government. The city used to be a great 
dep6t for the wholesale vend of arsenic; the Lieutenant-Governor 
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would like to know what transactions in that article the merchants now 
have there^ what descriptions of arsenic are most in demand^ and for 
what purposes it is used. 

Proceedings of the Government of Bengal for July 187^, Nos, 41 to 45. 

Progs. Nos. 41 & 42. 

From S. Wattchope, Esq., c. b., Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, to tbe Offg:. 
Secretary to the Qovernment of Bengal, Judicial Department, — No. 633, dated 
Fort William, the 4th June 1872. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter. No. 2854 
of the 7th ultimo, calling for a report of the quantities of arsenic 
annually imported into Calcutta, the descriptions, and the uses to which 
it is applied. 

2. I have consulted the Collector of Customs, and beg to enclose, 
for submission to the Honourable the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, a 
statement of the importations of arsenic during each of the past ten 
years, and another of the details of the imports during 1871-72, with 
the names of the importers and the different descriptions of arsenic. 
Prom inquiries instituted by the police, it has been ascertained that 
white arsenic is very extensively used throughout India for medicinal 
purposes, especially with Native practitioners, who hold that it ranks next 
to quinine, and has the advantage of being cheaper. 

3. Arsenic is also largely used in the manufacture of fire-works, 
is mixed with paint to cover beams to prevent the destruction of wood 
by white-ants, and also for the following preparations : 



Solution of arsenic, 
Arsenious acid, and 
Liquor of arsenic. 



Oxide of arsenic. 
Chloride of arsenic. 
Iodide of arsenic, 

4. Large quantities of arsenic are consumed in the Medical 
College Hospital for injection into bodies intended for dissection. The 
Commissariat Department purchase large quantities annually and supply 
it on indent to the Medical Store Department, from whence it finds 
its way to all military stations and medical depots throughout the 
country. 

5. So lately as February last fifteen barrels of arsenic were 
purchased in the' bazaar for retail in Cawnpore. During the year six 
barrels were sent to Agra, two to Backergunge, four to Dacca, and 
smaller quantities elsewhere ; but as there is no law to regulate the 
sale of arsenic, bazaar dealers keep no record of the names and address 
of purchasers, and hence difiiculty is experienced in obtaining information 
regarding the various purposes to which it is applied. 
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Statement thonoing the importation of Arsenic into Calcutta during 1871-72. 



Date of importa- 
tion. 


Whence imported. 


Description of the 
arsenic. 


Quantity. 


Importer or consignee. 


1871. 







- 




Cwt. 


qr. 


lbs. 




15th April 


*•• 


Hong-Kong 


White 


• •• 


6 


8 


21 


Esmaiyee Abdoolally. 


17th do. 


... 


Penang ... 


Munsul 


• •• 


8 


1 





Sheik Mahmood. 


6th May 


••» 


Hong-Kong 


White 


••t 


6 


8 


21 


Abdool Kadir Essabhoy. 


16th do. 


■■• 


Singapore 


Ditto 


• tt 


119 





6 


Emsthansen and'Oesterley. 


2nd Jane 


••• 


Hong-Kong 


Munsul 


f«e 


29 


3 


2 


N. Nnsseerwai^ee and Co. 


14th do. 


•*• 


Ditto 


Ditto 


• •• 


9 


2 


8 


Aaron Nassim. 


28th do. 


..< 


London 


White 


••• 


200 








Emsthausen and Oesterley. 


loth Jnly 


••• 


Hong-Kong 


Ditto 


«•• 


23 


3 


7 


S. E. Eliaa. 


11th do. 


*•• 


Ditto 


Ditto 


• •• 


11 


8 


17 


Aaron Nasidm. 


7th August 


••• 


Ditto 


Red 


• •• 


6 


8 


21 


Gholam Hossen Adamjee. 


9th do. 


... 


Ditto 


White 


• •• 


11 


3 


17 


S. £. EUas. 


10th do. 


... 


Ditto 


Ditto 


• •• 


6 


3 


21 


Abdool Kadir Essabhoy. 


14th September 


••• 


Ditto 


Ditto 


• •• 


23 


3 


7 


Aaron Nassim. 


14th do. 


••• 


Singapore 


Ditto 


• •t 


20 








Emsthausen and Oesterley. 


IBth do. 


••• 


London 


Ditto 


■ •• 


100 








Ditto ditto. 


7th October 


•t. 


Hong-Kong 


Munsul 


• •• 


6 








Soomer Jaffer. 


Ist November 


... 


London ••« 


White 


• •• 


100 








Emsthausen'and Oesteriey. 


4th do. 


••■ 


Ditto 


Ditto 


• •# 


60 








Modoosoodnn Dey. 


4th December 


••■ 


Rangoon 


Yellow 


• •• 


3^ 


1 





Seng Moh and Co. 


1872. 


















11th January 


••• 


Hong-Kong 


Munsul 


• •• 


16 








Dowlut Ramkissen Doss, 


16th do. 


••fl 


Rangoon 


Horeetal 


• •• 


2 





22 


Sookram Punsook Roy. 


19th do. 


••• 


Ditto 


Yellow 


• •t 


IS 


2 


8 


Seng Moh and Co. 


1st February 


... 


London ... 


White 


• •• 


100 








Anstruther and Co. 


12th do. 


«•• 


Rangoon 


Yellow 


• •• 


30 








Seng Moh and Co. 


Ist March 


••• 


London 


White 


••• 


98 


1 


26 


Emsthausen and Oesterley, 


6th do. 


••• 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Iff* 


100 








Anstruther and Co. 


8th do. 


••• 


Ditto 


Ditto 


••t 


100 








Modoosoodun Dey. 


8th do. 


**• 


Rangoon 


Horeetal 


• •• 


44 





9 


R. Meyer. 


8th do. 


*•• 


Hong-Kong 


Munsul 

Total 


• •• 

• •• 


6 


3 


24 


Golam Hossen Adamjee. 




1,246 


1 


6 


• 
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Progs. No6 43 & 44. 

From S. C. Batiet, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Patna Division, to the 
Officiating Secretary to the QoTemment of Bengal, Judicial Department, — 
No. 246, dated Patna, the 27th June 1872. 

With reference to your letter No. 2855, dated 7tli ultimo, I have 
the honour to submit herewith a report from the Collector of Patna, 
No. 159, dated 18th instant, expressing regret that more complete in- 
formation has not been obtained. I can, however, corroborate from my 
own experience much of what Mr. Mangles says in his 5th paragraph, 
and I believe if a search was to be made, we should find scarcely a 
chamar's house without a certain amount of white arsenic in it. I have 
been absent from Patna and unable to supplement Mr. Mangles' in- 
quiries by any investigation of my own, but I prefer to send the report 
OS it is rather than delay any longer. 



From A. C. Mangles, Esq., Officiating Collector of Patna, to the Officiating Commis- 
sioner of the Patna Division, — No. 159, dated Baukipore, the Idth June 1872. 

In acknowledging receipt of your memorandum No. 99 of the 11th 
May 1872, forwarding copy of Government of Bengal's letter. No. 2855 
of the 7th idem, I must apologize for the delay which has occurred in 
answering, and explain that it has been entirely due to the difficulty I 
have experienced in obtaining any reliable information, owing to the 
apprehensions of the shop-keepers, notwithstanding the fact of my 
having instituted the enquiries in the quietest way possible. 

2. Frcun all that I can learn there would appear to be now no 
wholesale dealing in '^ sunkeak/' or white arsenic, though it is procured 
and used in small quantities for medical purposes by ^^jpunsaries/' or 
Native druggists. 

8. There is no doubt that some years ago there used to be exten- 
sive dealings in the poison, but I am given to understand that this was 
put a stop to some ten years ago owing to a poisoning case by arsenic, 
which occurred in Benares, and in which it was found that tixe arsenic 
had been obtained at Patna. In the conduct of the case Sheik Mohidali, 
a large wholesale dealer in arsenic of this city, and a number of the 
retail vendors were arrested and put on their trial, and though they 
were ultimately released, the fact of their arrest caused no little un- 
easiness in the minds of those engaged in the trade, and g^ve rise to the 
impression that deaKngs in arsenic were altogether illegal. 

4. Considerable dealings, however, still go on in '* Aoreetall/' or 
what is called yellow arsenic, and which is used in large quantities by 
the colourmen in the preparation of their paints and dyes, as also by the 
firework manufacturers. It would seem to pass under three names, i. e., 
Nepali, tekarka and tukki, and to be imported from Calcutta, Nepaul^ 
and the North- West. Though every endeavour has been made, it has 
been found impossible to find what tiiie actual dealings in this milder 
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form of arsenic are^ but I am led to be believed that about 200 maunds 
|>ass through the dealers' hands in the course of the year. 

6. The above is all the information that I have been able to 
obtain after careful inquiry^ but I am obliged to admit that I am not 
by any means satisfied that much larger dealings in sunieak, or white 
arsenic^ do not take place than they would have us believe* I am firmly 
persuaded that large quantities of this poison are used by the hide 
merchants^ who, keeping it hidden away, give it out secretly to chamars 
in different parts of this and other districts for the destruction of cattle, 
and my reason for being so convinced is, that some few years ago, when 
Joint-Magistrate of Tirhoot, two chamars, a man and a boy, were arrest- 
ed by Major Reeves, the then District Superintendent, with a large 
quantiiy of this poison (if I remember right, several seers' weight) in 
their possession, and which they confessed they had obtained at Patna ; 
besides which, in the cattle-poisoning cases which are detected from 
time to time, it is generally even now found that white arsenic is the 
poison which has been administered. 

6. Considering, however, that the small legitimate transactions in 
the poison, i. e., the sale of it to druggists, are carried on secretly, it is 
not to be wondered at that the amount of the larger and nefarious deal- 
ings cannot be ascertained. 

Progs. No. 46. 

From T. J. Chichele Plowden, Esq., Officiating Under Secretary to the Qovern- 
ment of Bengal, Judicial Department, to the Inspector General of Hospitals, 
Indian Medical Department,— -No. 4176, dated Calcatta, the 9th July 1872. 

I am directed to forward herewith a copy of a letter from the Com- 
missioner of Police^ Calcutta^ No. 633^ dated the 4th ultimo^ and of its 
enclosure^ reporting the quantities of arsenic annually imported into 
Calcutta^ the descriptions and uses to which it is applied^ and to request 
that you will be good enough to state whether white arsenic is really 
largely used by Native doctors as a legitimate medicine. 



From Dr. J. C. Bbown, Inspector General of Hospitals, Indian Medical Department, 
to the Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Judicial Department, — 
No. 1073, dated Fort William, the 28th December 1872. 



Memorandum No. 1277, dated 6th Au^t 
1872, from the Officiating Principal 
Medical Store-keeper, with enclosure. 

Memorandum No. 738, dated Slst August 
1872, from the Deputy Inspector Gen- 
end of Hospitals, Dacca Circle. 

Letter No. 2359, dated 19th September 
1872, from the Deputy Inspector Gen- 
eral of Hospitals, Dinapore Circle. 

Memorandum No. 3943, dated 28th Nov- 
ember 1872, from the Depu^ Inspect- 
or General of Hospitals, Presidency 
Circle, with enclosure. 



With reference to your letter No. 
4176 of the 9th July last, I have 
the honour to forward copies of the 
communications as per margin, on 
the subject of the consumption of 
white arsenic in the practice of Native 
medicine, and to remark that the in- 
formation collected is very meagre, 
and that I have called for particulars 
as to the extent to which the drug 
is used. 
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Memorandam from Dr. G. H. Dilt, Offioiaiiiig Principal Medical Store-keeper to 
Goyernment, to the Officiating Secretary to the Inspector General of HoepitalSy 
Indian Medical Department,—- No. 1277, dated Calcutta, the 6th August 1872. 

Has the honour to forward the statement called for in his memo- 
randum No. 2306 A^ dated 29th ultimo. 

Statement thowing the quantities of white arsenic bought, S^e,, and distributed during the 

past three years. 
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Memorandum from Dr. H. B. Bucklb, Deputy Inspector General of Hospitals, 
Dacca Circle, to the Secretary to the Inspector General of Hospitals, Indian 
Medical Service,— No. 738, dated Shillong, the Slst August 1872. 

In reply to circular memorandum No. 61 of 29th July 1872, with 
enclosures, regarding the very large consumption of arsenic in this 
country, that the drug is used largely by Native practitioners ; and in 
numerous instances in which Natives travelling about the country as 
mendicants or faqueers and have been detained under suspicion and the 
contents of the wallets examined by the Civil Surgeon, a small piece 
of sulphuret of arsenic was invariably found ; at least that is my 
own experience in such dases. But it does not seem credible that 
the large quantity of arsenic that must remain a£ter its expenditure in 
all legitimate ways can be used for medicinal purposes by Native practi- 
tioners. 
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The Medical Stores supply a large quantity to the Medical College 
and also on veterinary indents. 



From Dr. C. B. Fbakcis, Deputy Inspector General of Hoepitals, Dinapore Circle, 
to the Secretary to the Inspector ueneral of Hospitals, Indian Medical Depart- 
ment,— No. 2359, dated Dinapore, the 19th September 1872. 

In reply to your circular No. 61, dated 29th July 1872, 1 have the 
honour to state— 

1. That white arsenic is used to some extent in this circle medi- 
cinally as an anteperiodic in fever and as an alterative in leprosy. In 
the Patna District it is used internally in asthma and chronic bronchitis, 
impotency and paralysis ; its medicinal use, especially in the treatment 
of fever, is doubtless better known in Lower Bengal. 

2. It is also used to some little extent as an aphoodisiac, being 
sometimes taken internally, and sometimes applied externally as a paste. 

3. The yellow sulphuret of arsenic (king's yellow) is largely 
used. Dr. Bowser informs me, in Eastern Bengal, in the preparation of 
yellow paper^ and mixed with quick-lime, as a depilatory for removing 
hair from the neighbourhood of the genital organs. It is also used 
with indigo in the manufacture of green paint. 

4. The white arsenic is used for the destruction of cattle by the 
chamars to a greater extent than is generally known. 

5. It is very difficult to ascertain the extent of importation of 
either the white or yellow kind of arsenic ; but there is a greater ten- 
dency to deny possession of the former than of the latter by the 
jpunsaries and others who sell it clandestinely. 



Memoraadam by Dr. Q. Savndebs, Deputy Inspector General of Hospitals, Presidency 
Circle^— No. 3943, dated Fort WiUiam, the 28th November 1872. 

Forwarded for the Inspector General's information, with reference 
to his Office circular No. 61 of the 29th of July 1872. 



From Dr. B. F. Thompson, Civil Surgeon, Hooghly, to the Deputy Inspector General 
of Hospitals, Presidency Circle,— No. 430, dated Hooghly, the 25th November 
1872. 

With reference to your memorandum No. 2106, regarding the 
information how and in what diseases the Native physicians use arsenic 
in their treatment, I have the honour to report that arsenic and its com- 
pounds with sulphur (namely orpiment, horeeial^ realgar, gotunto) have 
long been used by the Native physicians in cases of diJEerent kinds of 
fever and in skin diseases. According to Mudonbinode^ a Sanskrit work 
on Materia Medica, ?if if (febrifuge),, ^ftf ^^W7 (promoter of animal 
heat), ^is?Ft^ (alterative), ^fififK^ (i^ has a poisonous influence over 
insects, by which different skin ^seases is produced, such as leprosy> 
scabies, &c.), TtTiT (anti-rheumatic). In cases of simple fever it is 
used in the form called wic^^f?!^^ {jorkeasorree butteeka) which 
consists of orpiment and aconite in very small doses, black pepper and 
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ganger. This pill, I hear, almost cures mag^caUy cases of bhadoortajor, a 
fever which prevails in Lower Bengal after the subsidence of the rains ; 
it is also administered in cases of fever of other seasons^ but its efficacy is 
not so certain as in bhadooriajor, which the boydos also call by the name 
of shelleBojor, and the above pill has a specific influence over shellesajor. 
Shellesa is a term used by the Sanskrit medical writers for mucus ; so 
when the fever is attended with catarrhal symptoms^ they call it 
shellesajor, 

2. Shunho'bees or sAunto is the common or white arsenic of bazaar, 
has also been used with success in cases of both typhus and typhoid 
fevers in combination with aconite in the shape of a pill called 
Joromoraree, 

3. Gotunto horeetal (realgar) is useful in cases of intermittent 
fever when given with ginger, long^pepper, and black-pepper. 

4. Shemalkhar toy I (liniment of arsenic) is used as prophylactic by 
persons whose parents were or are lepretic, when they feel any premoni- 
tory symptoms of this dreadful malady, and also by persons labouring 
under chronic rheumatism. 

5. Arsenic in the shape of mureechadeer toyl (^vflnitf^ ^^nr) is 
highly beneficial as a local application in cases oi all sorts of skin 
diseases, especially in taba*cular leprosy 94^4 (bronoJcoo^to). It con- 
sists of arsenic, black-pepper, cow's urine, and mustard oil. There is 
another compound of arsenic called moonsul, which I believe is hyposul- 
phit of arsenic. It is used with success in cases of intermittent fever 
after burning it with the parenchyma of the leaves of greetocoomafee 
(a lillisceous plant). 

From Dr. H. B. Buckle, for Sargeon General, Indian Medical Department, to the 
Offg. Secretary to the GofT^rnment of Bengal^ Judical Department,-*-No. 810^ 
dated Fort William^ the 16th October 1873. 

With reference to your letter No. 3322, dated 19th July 1873, I 
have the honour to state that the reports which I have received from 
Civil Surgeons and their subordinates from all parts of the province 
indicate that arsenic is used very extensively for medicinal purposes by 
Native practitioners— Hakeems, Baids, and Kobirajes. 

2. The diseases in which it is most commonly used, are fevers, 
rheumatisms, skin diseases, leprosy, neuralgia, paralysis, dyspepsia^ and 
chronic diarrhoea, snake-bite, impotence, &c., &c. 

The drug is generally used in combination with other substances, and, 
after having been subjected to various methods of preparation, it is 
also used as an external application for destroying growths, as an ap- 
plication to ulcers, &c« ; some of the reporters mention that arsenic is 
used largely for the purpose of poisoning cattle. 

8. It is impossible to say in. what quantities the drug is used 
medicinally, but,, looking to the sizef and population of the province and 
the universaliiy of its employment in a large number of very common 
diseases, the total quantity consumed must be very considerable. The^ 
Sub- Assistant Surgeon of Hutwa reports that six to eight seers are 
annually used by the Kobirajes of Hutwa» The Civil Surgeon of 
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Ranch! states that each Native practitioner constimes from half to three- 
fourths of an ounce yearly. A good deal of arsenic (purchased locally) 
is used for the treatment of fever in charitable dispensaries. 

4. Many of the reporters indicate that there are domestic uses 
which must account for a large consumption. It is mixed with oil and 
applied to the hair to destroy lice ; it is used as a poison for rats and 
mice^ and Mahomedan females use it as a depilatory mixed with 
lime. Dr. Wise remarks that as this process is repeated monthly, and as 
there are some 9,000,000 Mahomedan women in the province, this 
practice alone must account for a large consumption. 

5. On the whole the evidence goes to show that arsenic is much 
used for medicinal and domestic purposes throughout the whole of Bengal. 



Memorandam from Dr. J. C. Bbowk, Sargeon General, Indian Medical Department, to 
the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Judicial Department,—- Jj^o. 4906 A, 
dated Fort William, the 6th November 1873, 

In continuation of this Office letter No. 813 of the 16th ultimo^ 

• No. 173, dated ICth October 1873. *^® undersigned has the honomr to 

forward a report* from Babu 
Kanny Lall Dey, Teacher of Chemistry and Medical Jurisprudence 
to the Vernacular Classes of the Medical College, on the subject of 
the use of white arsenic in Native medicines and arts. The report 
adds nothing of any importance to the facts contained in this Office 
letter above quoted. 



From Babn Eakkt Lall Dbt, Rai Bahadub, Teacher of Chemistry and Medical 
Jurisprudence to the Yemacular Classes, Medical College, to the Secretary to tho 
Surgeon General, Indian Medical Department,^— No. 173, dated Calcutta, Uie 16th 
October 1873. 

With reference to your memorandum No. 4942 A of the 27th 
Pecember last, to the address of the Chemical Examiner, desiring me 
to report as to the extent to which white arsenic is used in Native 
medicines and arts, I have the honour to submit the following f acts^ of 
which I am cognizant, for the information of the Surgeon General. 

The average quantity of arsenic consumed annually by Kobirajes 
in extensive practice varies from 3 to 5 tolahs, equal to 9 to 15 drachms 
or about two ounces. They mostly use it incases of fever, diarrhoea, and 
leprosy, in the following principal medicinal preparations (pills), viz. : 



Mritoonjoy. 
Moha-talesur. 
Obhoy nersingorus. 
Jororaj 



Soochika Vorun. 
Sito Vonjorus. 
Batal Voyrabrus. 
Joromataigo Kasori. 



Each of the above pills contains an average about i of a grain of 
arsenic. 

From the inquiries I have made, I am in a position to say that 
arsenic is not largely used in Native medicines. 
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In arts white arsenic is very largely used by hide merchants for 
curing as well as protecting it from deterioration when it is transported 
in bales. Painters also mix white and yellow arsenic with their paints^ 
and pyrotechnists use only yellow arsenic. White arsenic is also used 
to protect ship bottoms from the attack of white-ants. It is aslo con- 
sumed largely to protect wood from destruction by white-ants by the 
inhabitants of Thibet and other hill districts. It is used in large 
quantities by Cashmere and Umritsur shawl merchants to protect wool 
from destruction by worms^ and to preserve the prepared shawl which is 
kept under cover of prepared arsenical paper. Agriculturalists and 
horticulturists also employ arsenic to protect seeds from worms. 

The original documents are herewith returned as requested. 



From WiLLiJLM Mttib, Esq , Secretary to the GoTemment of tlie North-Western 
Provinoes, to the Secretary to the GoTeniment of Bengal, — ^No. 2236 A, dated 
Bareilly, the 6th November 1854. 



From Superintendent of Police, Benares 
Division, to the Magistrate of Gorack- 
pore, dated 16th October. 

To Superintendent of Police, Benares Di- 
vision, dated 28th October, No. 2206 A. 

From Superintendent of Police, Benares 
Division, dated 2drd October 1854, 
No. 147, with enclosure. 

To Superintendent of Police, Benares 
Division, of this date. 



I am desired to forward, for the 
information of the Honourable the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal^ 
copies of the correspondence, noted 
in the margin, with the Commissioner 
of Benares, relative to the crime of 
cattle-poisoning in the Azimgurh 
District. 



From H. C. Ttceeb, Esq., Superintendent of Police, Benares Division^ to the Magis- 
trate of Goruckpore, — No. 144, dated Benares, the 16th October 1854. 

I have the honour to inform you that Mr. Campbell has appre- 
hended 45 persons, who confess to an extended system of poisoning cattle 
for the sake of their hides ; 4^ more prisoners have since been appre- 
hended, and the system appears to be ramified throughout the whole 
district. 

2. I shall therefore feel much obliged by your at once deputing 
Mr. Bird, your Extra Joint, to Azimgurh for a fortnight to assist Mr. 
Campbell in tracing out the crime. The experience thus gained will be 
very useful in enabling him to carry out a similar investigation on his 
return to Goruckpore, where the crime is probably carried on to an 
equal extent. 

3. Should there be any objection to Mr. Bird's deputation, I shall 
feel obliged by your letting me know. 



From W. Muib, Esq., Secretary to the Government of the North-Western Provinces, 
to the Superintendent of Police, the 5th or Benares Division, — ^No. 2206 A, dated 
Head Quarters, the 28th October 1854. 

In reply to your docket dated 16th instant. No. 144, 1 am desired 
to state that the Lieutenant-Governor entirely approves of the deputa- 
tion of Mr. Bird from Goruckpore to Azimgurh to assist Mr. Campbell 
in tracing the combination diiscoyered for the poisoning of cattle. 
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2. The demi-ofiicial communication which accompanied your letter 
is returned^ a copy of your letter to the Magistrate of Ooruckpore 
having been kept for record. 



From H. 0. Tucevb, Esq., Saperintendent of Police, the 5th or Benares Division, to the 
Secretary to the Government of the North* Western ProvineeSy-^No. 147, dated 
Benares, the 23rd Octoher 1854i. 

I h^ve herewith^ in continuation of my docket No. 144^ dated 16th 
instant^ the honour to submit a further communication from Mr. 
Campbell^ on the subject of the cattle-poisonings^ and as there is not> 
to the best of my knowledge^ any rules- laid down for the punishment 
of this crime^ and the number of criminals has extended to an amount 
requiring the greatest care in dealing with, I beg to request the speedy 
orders of His Honor as to the charges upon which the different 
classes of criminals ought to be committed. 

2. Mr. Bird will assist Mr. Campbell till further orders ; but I 
quite concur in thinking that it would be very advisable to appoint a 
good officer to hunt up Hi the ramifications of this crime. 



From GxoBOX Cahpbxlx., Esq., Officiating Magristrate of Azimgnrh, to the 
Superintendent of Police, the 6th or Benares Division,— rdated Azimgnrh, the 
2l8t Octoher 1854, 

With reference to recent communications on the subject of the 
discovery of an extensive system of poisoning cattle^ I have the honour 
to inforn) you that as my own powers are^ 1 f ear^ inadequate to deal 
with the crime, I shall probably think it my duty shortly to commit 
for trial at Sessions a very large number of criminals. Even should 
there be no very great fresh extension of the case, I calculate that 
I have already the means of prosecuting to conviction nearly five 
hundred offenders. 

2. I think of framing the charges somewhat as follows : 

Cotmt J.-w^Against aU the defendants. Conspiracy to poison 
cattle for the sake of their skins. 

Count //.— ^Against certain individuals distributing arsenic 
with a view to poison cattle for the sake of their skins. 

Count HI, — ^Against certain individuals secretly selling arsenic 
in large quantities, well knowing that the same was 
intended to be used for most unlawful purposes. 

Count IF. — (Possibly against certain individuals). Impro- 
perly and secretly selling arsenic under the strong presump- 
tion that the same will be used for illegal purposes, and 
contrary to established rule and practice (but I hope it 
will not be necessary to put in as a precautionaiy measure 
so mild a count which is inadequate to the fact) . 

Count F. and onwards, to the number of several hundred.— 
Against different individuals. Poisoning certain cattle of 
certain individuals for the sake of their skins. 
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8. I should be grateful for any opinion or suggestions as to the 
form of prosecution. The erime^ I beUeve^ is not specifically provided 
for by the Regulations^ and we are therefore thrown back on theory in 
the Mahomedan law ; in practice^ I fancy, very much in the prosecutor's 
and -Judge's ideas of what iniquity ought to be criminal, since few of 
us know much of the Mahomedan law. I myself confess to knowing 
very little of that law, and having had the misfortune to lose my 
library and deprived of the books of reference with which I had provi- 
ded myself, I cannot find in the abstract and index books any guide 
to precedents in cases of this class ; but the crime is by no means a new 
one. I have had experience of it before on a smaller scale, and have 
prosecuted to conviction ; but the cases which I particularly remember 
occured in non-regulation provinces, and I have no distinct remembrance 
of the result of particular cases in the regulation districts. I therefore 
think it well to make this communication before finally framing the 
charges. 

4. It may perhaps be well, with reference to judicial arrange- 
ments, that Government should be aware of our intention to commit 
several hundred criminals on so serious and peculiar a charge which 
will, I fear, involve the examination of several thousand witnesses, 
and the trial of which must, I apprehend, occupy several weeks. 
I trust that the Judge's health will be re-established, but it is 
possible that he may be obliged to take temporary leave for change of 
air. 

5. You have been kind enough to depute Mr. Bird from Goruck- 
pore for a fortnight to assist me in the investigation of the case. I 
shall try to complete it as early as possible, but we are at present fully 
occupied in taking the answers of the prisoners, who come in daily in 
large numbers as the investigation proceeds ; and, though the proof 
will mainly rest in the confessions of criminals, the comparison and 
tallying of different confessions, the discovery of arsenic, and the 
correspondence between the confessions and the books of the dealers 
in arsenic, it will be necessary to take the evidence of the owners of all 
the cattle which the prisoners confess to have poisoned, and of many 
witnesses to search of houses, discovery of poison. Sec. As the neces- 
sary witnesses will have to come into the Sessions trial, I am unwilling 
at present to drag a vast number of witnesses, necessary and imneces- 
sary, into the station, and would wish to take the depositions in the 
villages where the crime has been most common, and there sift the 
evidence necessary for the Sessions trial. I should wish to depute for 
this duty the officer placed at my disposal, and hope that you can permit 
him to remain till he has completed it. 

6. I speak of the whole of this investigation as one case, although 
it involves a vast number of instances, because we have already suc- 
ceeded in tracing most of the isolated cases upwards to great parent 
stems, whence the arsenic was disseminated, and from which the whole 
system flowed. It appears, therefore, that the whole of the cases are 
of the nature of a vast conspiracy between certain leather merchants, 
buniahsj poison-distributors, and the village chamars who adminis- 
tered the drug to the cattle. 

D 
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A very aggravating feature of the case is, that the ringleaders 
seem to be generally the ehowkidars and goraits of villages. A very 
large number of these men have been discovered. 

7. We had been for some time aware that the crime more or less 
existed. Isolated cases had now and then been discovered or suspected, 
but it was considered doubtful how they were to be treated, and the 
police of the district, always disposed to inactivity, threw cold water 
on the complaints. At last a small boy was caught in the act of giving 
a poison ball, and gave some valuable information, which (mainly 
through the activity and instrumentality of Alice Khan) led to the 
seizure and confession of a number of offenders. On the first signs of 
important discovery, I at once took upon myself the responsibility of 
waiving all technical doubts as to the nature of the offence and mode 
of procedure, and insisted on all police 6fficers acting at once and 
vigorously upon any information of the crime, whether a formal peti- 
tion was received from a plaintiff or not. The Tahsildar of Sugree 
and some other officers obtained fresh clues, and I even found a 
satisfactory one in the immediate neighbourhood of my own 
compound. The attention of the people was now aroused, and they 
showed a public spirit in the matter seldom seen in India. Confessions 
having once become the* fashion, almost all the new men from day to 
day seized (being doubtless somewhat ignorant of the facilities of the 
law, and considering the men who had already peached to be evidence 
against them) have frankly stated whatever share they had in the 
matter, and told their whole story ; and the discovery of arsenic and 
other circumstances have removed all possibility of doubt of the 
genuineness of the confessions which have been made before me, and 
which I have carefully tested. The confessions have generally also led 
to the discovery of sufficient evidence against those offenders who had | 

denied. 

8. We have occupied ourselves particularly in tracing up the source 
of the poison, and as we proceeded we found that the names of certain 
individuals were many times repeated in different quarters as having 
supplied it, and these men being seized, again referred us to superior 
criminals, still higher in the scale, till at last we found that the clues 
of investigation derived from different and distant cases united in one of 
two sources— Kopag^nj of this district, and Bahadurgunj of Ghazee- 
pore — whence we hope to trace them still further. The Kopagunj 
case has been the most fully investigated, and we find that a leather 
merchant and a buniah worked together, the latter procuring arsenic 
in large quantities, which the former distributed to his clients. These 
clients are all chamars. A certain set of men, sworn to secrecy, distri- ] 

buted poison to subordinate agents along with advances for leather, and 
the latter distributed it to the village chamars. The number of cattle 
poisoned seems to have been very large, and the agriculturists generally 
did not suspect what was going on, but attributed their losses to natural 
causes. The cattle seem to have swallowed the arsenic without diffi- 
culty, either in a handful of grass or in the leaves of the castor-oil j 
plant, or more frequently, in a ball of flour, and the effect seems to 
have been remarkably certain, death ensuing after an illness varying , 
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from a few hours to two or three days. It is quite frightful to think' 
how excessively general the practice had become ; how completely a 
large portion of the population has been familiarised with the use of 
a most fearful instrument of destruction; how easily it might be 
applied to still worse uses ; and how difficult discovery and conviction 
would have been if we had not fortunately been so much aided by 
confessions. 

9. You will observe that I have as yet carried the investigations 
little beyond the limits of this district, but my letter and memorandum 
of 19 th instant will have informed you of the deputation of Alice 
Khan to the eastward — a step which will, I trust, meet with your 
approval ; and Mr. Thomhill, of Ghazeepore, has promised me his most 
zealous co-operation. Mr. Thornhill t^Us me that several cases have 
occurred in his district, but that he has not been so fortunate as to 
obtain confessions. I am not yet prepared to express a decided opinion 
how far the crime may be proved to have commonly prevailed in other 
districts, but I think it may be worthy of consideration whether the 
matter may not be of sufficient importance to make it desirable to 
suggest to Government the advantage of deputing, in communication 
with the Government of Bengal, a competent officer to investigate the 
subject generally, after the manner of the thuggee system, and, if 
possible, to ascertain the extent to which the crime prevails throughout 
the country. Several of my chief offenders, who find themselves iiTc- 
trievably compromised, express themselves ready and willing to render 
material aid in prosecuting inquiries to the eastward. A peculiar crime 
of this kind can only be fully met by special measures. 

10. When I have completed the investigation of the cases now 
before me, I shall think it my duty most earnestly to urge upon Gov- 
ernment the necessity of moving the Legislature to enact specific laws 
for the punishment of this peculiar crime, and for regulating the sale 
of arsenic and other poison, and also to suggest the advantage of 
providing some mode of testing poisons more accessible than a reference 
to Calcutta. I trust that you will excuse the very hurried style of this 
letter, written in the midst of numberless occupations and arrange- 
ments (principally connected with these cases) which to-day distract 
me. 

P. S. — ^Mr. Bird, on reading this letter, suggests that I have 
omitted to mention a feature of the crime important in detecting its 
nature, viz., the system under which the chamars become possessed of 
the bodies and skins of the dead animals. The cultivators of each 
village are parcelled out among certain families of chamars. The latter 
perform certain services for the cultivators, and receive the bodies of all 
the animals belonging to their own particular cultivators which die. 
Hence individual. chamars, when they poison a particular animal, obtain 
possession of the body in virtue of a prescriptive right of the nature 
of a contract, and well established. The men who supplied the poison 
generally stipulated for one-third share of the skins as the price of the 
poison, and purchased the other two-thirds, or sometimes a fixed price 
was put on the poison and deducted from the price of the skins. The 
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intermediate agents were remunerated by charging an enhanced 
price for the arsenic, or by a commission on the skills. The leather 
merchant obtained by the system skins plentiful and cheap, and 
the buniah gained by charging a high price for the illicit article sup- 
plied. 



From W. Muib, Esq., Secretary to the Government of the North-Western Provinces, 
to the Superintendent of Police, Benares Division, — No. 2235A, dated Bareilly, 
the 6th November 1864. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 21st 
ultimo, submitting a further communication from the Officiating 
Magistrate of Azimghur, on the subject of the cattle-poisonings, and 
soliciting speedy orders as to the charges upon which the d^erent 
classes of criminals ought to be committed. 

2. In reply I am desired to state that the opinion of the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor has been already communicated to you on this subject 
in a demi-official form on the 28th ultimo. 

8. The course prescribed to a Magistrate when an act may not 
specifically be declared an offence under the Regulations, is to call for 
a futwa from the law officer explanatory of the Mahomedan law on 
the subject. The malicious killing of cattle is doubtless punishable 
under that law, and as well as accessoryship thereto, or conspiracy for 
the purpose, probably under the head of tazeer. For offences liable to 
a futwa of tazeer the Regulations leave it open to the Magistrate to 
exercise his discretion, either to award penalties within the limit of his 
power or to commit the case to the Sessions Court. The powers of 
the Nizamut Adawlut under such f utwas extend to any penalty short 
of death. The Magistrate will do well to conmiit the leading offenders 
(and no effort should be spared to trace and to obtain effective proof 
against the pnneipal instigators and agents of the extensively criminal 
practice now brought to light), and to punish the more ordinary 
criminals according to the extent of his own authority. 

4. A system so hurtful to the property and interests of the agri- 
cultural community must be thoroughly rooted out. The Lieutenant- 
Grovemor will await the result of the measures which are in course of 
laudably active execution by Mr. Campbell before determining on any 
further course of proceeding. But you will call the special attention 
of all the Magistrates of your division to the information which has 
been elicited as to the prevalence of the crime in Azimgurh, and desire 
them to inquire carefully and to report as to its existence in their several 
districts, and you will act properly also in communicating on the subject 
with the Commissioner of the Fatna Division. 

5. Copy of this correspondence will be forwarded for the inform- 
ation of the Government of Bengal. 

6. The enclosure of your letter is returned, a copy having been 
kept for record. 
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From T. J. Chichblb Plowden, Esq., Oifg. Under Secretary to the Government of 
Indian Home Department, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Judicial 
Department,— 1^0. B, dated Fort William, the 2nd January 1874. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letters marginally 

noted^ conveying the Lieutenant- 
No. 4740, dated 27th October 1873. rinvprnm^s nr^ininn f.hnf fliP ra-Ia nf 
No. 5238 dated 5th December 1873. wvernors opmion tnat tHe sale ot 

white arsenic and other poisons 
should be placed under stringent legal restriction. 

2. In reply, I am desired to say that the enclosures to your letter, 
dated 27th October 1873, are hardly sufficient to establish the fact of 
improper sale of poison. In the case before the Coroner an overdose 
of a valuable medicine had been administered in good faith, and the 
ignorance of the dispenser was the particular point to which the Jury by 
their presentment desired to call attention. But in your letter dated 
6th December the question of regelating the trade in poisons is directly 
raised ; and I am to say that there are several obvious difficulties in the 
way of checking both the overt and the covert sale of poisons with the 
view of preventing the dangers of ignorance as well as of criminal 
intention in the sale or use of poisons. But the Government of India 
will be glad to receive any advice or practical suggestions which 
His Honor may see fit to offer toward effective legislation on the 
question. 



From C. A Elliott, Esq., Secretary to the Government of the North-Western Pro- 
vinces, to the Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department, — No. 555A, 
dated AUahabad, the 27th March 1874. 

I am directed to forward, for the information of His Excellency 
the Governor General in Council, the enclosed copy of a report on 
an extensive system of cattle-poisoning discovered to exist in the 
Goruckpur District, together with a copy of the orders of Government 
thereon. 

2. The Lieutenant-Governor hopes that cattle-poisoning will be 
made an offence cognizable by the police in the Bill to amend the Code 
of Criminal Procedure now before the Legislative Council. This was 
strongly recommended in my No. 447, dated the 13th March 1874, 
containing the views of Government on the Bill. 

3. But as regards the sale of arsenic. His Honor considers that 
the state of things brought to light by Mr. Spedding shows the neces- 
sity for regulating it by license, or in some other way, so as to prevent 
its unchecked distribution, as at present, for the most nefarious j>ur- 
poses. The difficulties in the way of the prohibition of the sale of 
poisons generally are well known, and need not be referred to here ; but 
it is believed that arsenic is almost entirely imported by sea and pur- 
chased in Calcutta for distribution up-country ; and if this supposition 
is correct, I am to suggest, for the consideration of His Excellency in 
Council, whether the sale of this particular poison may not be placed 
under administrative supervision. 
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Prom C. A. Elliott, Esq., Secretary to the Government of the North- Western Pro- 
vinces, to the Officiating Commissioner of the Benares Division, — No. 554 A, 
dated Allahabad, the 27th March 1874. 

I am directed to aknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 278, 
dated 4th December 1873, with enclosures, reporting on the exten- 
sive system of cattle-poisoning found to exist in the Goruckpur 
District. 

2. Mr. Spedding deserves great credit for the praiseworthy energy 
and perseverance shown by him in tracking out the perpetrators of the 
crime, and the Lieutenant-Governor hopes that its suppression has now 
been complete. 

3. As regards the preventive measures which Mr. Spedding sug- 
gests should be adopted, I am to say that the offence of cattle-poisoning 
will, it is hoped, be made cognizable by the police in the Bill to amend 
the Criminal Procedure Code now before the Legislative Council. The 
correspondence has also been sent to the Government of India, with a 
recommendation that the sale of arsenic should be restricted by license. 
His Honor, however, agrees with you that it would not be advisable to 
impose restrictions on the sale of hides. 

4. The attention of the Bengal Government has been drawn to 
the suspicions attaching to the conduct of the Sarun Police in permit- 
ting the escape of the important prisoner Boolakee. 

5. The Inspector General of Police has already issued orders for 
rewarding the police who assisted in the investigation, but the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor does not think that sufficient ground has been adduced 
for the grant of a reward to Mr. Spedding^s Serishtadar. 

6. The correspondence will be printed in the Selections from the 
Records of this Government. 



* Vide 



From C. P. Cahmichael, Esq., Officiating Commissioner of the Benares Division, to 
the Secretary to the Government of the North-Western Provinces, — No. 278, 
dated Benares, the 4th December 1873. 

I have the honour now to submit the final reports on the cattle- 
poisoning cases in the Goruckpur 
ide correspondence ending with G. District* as received from thp Ma o-i^s- 
O. No. 1777 A, dated 31st October. T^^l^^^^ ^® receivea irom tne iviagis- 

trate tnereor, Mr. Lumsden, and 
his Joint Magistrate, Mr. Spedding, who was charged especially with 
the conduct of the inquiry into these cases. 

2. I propose in this letter to give a resum^ of the occurrences 
from first to last as gathered from the reports, concluding with a few 
remarks on the suggestions made at the close thereof. 

3, It would appear that the crime of poisoning cattle for the sake 
of their hides had been engaging the attention of the police of the 
Azimgurh District throughout 1872. But for some inexplicable reason 
no warning of its prevalence there had been given to the authorities on 
the left bank of the Gogra. The cattle-poisoners, therefore, when sus- 
pected in Azimgurh, had only to cross the Gogra into GoFuckpur, to 
find fresh pastures supporting some twelve lakhs of cattle ready to hand 
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to operate against^ and with a population as unsuspecting as their beasts. 
Cattle-poisoning, therefore, as it was hurried out of Azimgurh, flourished 
in Goruckpur ; the time of the decadence of the crime in the one district 
corresponding exactly with its rise in the other. 

4. With the cold weather of 187^ there set in, in the Goruckpur 
District, a marked increase in the mortality of cattle, and this under 
circumstances that at times seemed to point to the presence of poisoners. 
In the first month of the year (January) the death-rate was at its 
highest, and for the next three months it continued abnormal. The 
general opinion among the owners of the cattle, however, was that the 
deaths were due to murrain, and even when extraordinary reasons had 
to be found to explain extraordinary casualties, some " bhoot^^, or evil 
spi^t^ attached to the parish was debited with the mischief. 

5. Unsuspecting, however, though the villagers were, the rapacity 
of the chamars at last excited an uneasy feeling amongst them that all 
was not right, and the more so as the cattle-poisoners themselves began 
to propound strange theories of the posthumous malignity of deceased 
chamars. And the explanation of a " shaitan^^, or devil, being abroad 
amongst the cattle ceased after a while to satisfy the villagers, so a raid 
was at last made by them upon the chamars, the exasperated people pro- 
ceeding from the looting of the chamars^ pumpkins to swinging up their 
wives naked from the boughs of trees. Notwithstanding all this, however, 
and though these exploits resulted in legal proceedings, nothing was as yet 
said of the poisoning of the cattle, and the people commenced again their 
offerings of pig's flesh and " shurab^' to the ghosts of deceased chamars. 

6. The police, however, after a while became discontented with the 
'' bhoof theory and reported their suspicions to the Joint Magistrate, 
Mr. Spedding, who, while on tour in the months of March and April 
in the Pergunnahs of Bansgaon and Deoreea, made inquiries personally 
into the matter, and who finally obtained from a chamar, who had been 
arrested in the very act of administering poison, a clue which led to the 
intercepting of five other chamars (residents of Chupra, Zillah Sarun) 
while passing Puterhut en route for Dinapore with four cart-loads of 
hides, valued at Rs. 900, in their possession. On this arrest an officer 
was at once deputed to make inquiries in the villages from which these 
hides had been obtained, and to him the arrested chamars one after another 
confessed, giving up at the same time the arsenic in their possession. 

7; The fact of the crime being widespread in the district being 
thus established, the Joint Magistrate took it upon himself to direct the 
police to take cognizance of it suo motu without waiting for orders. 
The police were thus enabled to act with the promptitude essential to 
success, and that they did not abuse this extension of their powers was 
proved by the subsequent conviction of no less than 148 of the 164 
persons whom they arrested ; while the immediate result of this innova- 
tion in police procedure was the conviction of the five chamars arrested 
at Puterhut, the implication in the crime of Oolfut Alee and others, a 
wealthy firm of Irakees of Baharma in the Azimgurh District, and the 
laying bare of a regular system of cattle-poisoning. 

8. From the inquiries made.it transpired that the white oxide 
of arsenic (^^ sunkhia sualchar '') was obtained in large quantities from 
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Calcutta and transported to Dinapore and Baxar^ whence hide merchants 
distributed it, either gratuitously (probably as often as not) or through 
retail vendors, to the chamars of the Goruckpur District, who again, 
after mixing it with atta, or smearing it on grass or on the leaves of 
the castor-oil plant, found no difficulty in administering it to the bul- 
locks. The effect of the poison so administered to the unfortunate 
animals was first to salivate them profusely, after which they would 
swell out suddenly in the stomach and then die — dropping down dead 
sometimes when yoked in the plough. The cattle indeed were dying 
so fast, that after the people became on the alert, and the police had 
been directed to arrest without warrant, captures were effected almost 
daily, and at the end of April the very important arrest was effected 
at Nargaon, near Dinapore, of a chamar named Boolakee, a man 
from whom no less than 21 chamars had confessed to receiving 
poison, and who, when arrested, had in his possession no less than five 
seers of white oxide of arsenic, being enough indeed to poison 6,000 head 
of cattle. The Sarun Police, however, allowed this man to escape, and the 
offer of a reward of Rs. ilOO has failed up to-date to effect his re-capture. 

9. The proceedings against the other poisoners, however, conti- 
nued in the Magistrate's Court, and finally the Wealthy Irakee, Oolfut 
Alee, and seven others, were committed for trial to that of the Sessions 
Judge. The trial which was to have been held in July came on even- 
tually in August, and the Government Advocate prosecuting, resulted in 
the conviction of all eight men of the offence of abetting the crime 
of cattle-poisoning for the sake of their hides. This conviction was a 
great triumph and matter for much gratulation, as the poisoners, who were 
rich and influential, had secured for their defence the very best profes- 
sional advice, as also a long array of witnesses. The defendants were sen- 
tenced severally to five years' rigorous imprisonment and a fine of Rs. 500. 

10. Before, however, this important trial had concluded in the 
Sessions Court, numerous other men of minor note had been in like 
manner brought to account. By the end of June there had been no 
less than 96 such convictions. The chamars then evidently became 
thoroughly alarmed, and the mortality declined as suddenly as it had 
increased. Arrests, however, still continued to be effected until the 
total number reached 167 ; of these, all but the eight Mahomedans 
above mentioned, namely, the Irakees, were chamars ; and leaving out 
the sentences passed on the Irakees, and which have already been 
adverted to, the sentences passed on others were as follows : 
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11. The men so punished were residents of several districts, and 
their number comprehended not only the men who actually administered 
the poison to the cattle, but also those who provided the arsenic and 
made advances for the hides to be obtained by its use. The number 
of cattle poisoned cannot possibly be estimated with any accuracy ; but 
it must have been very great. 

1^. The procedure adopted were as follows: Boolakee^ the 
ehamar at Dinapore, who effected his escape from the Sarun Police, got 
up large quantities of arsenic from Calcutta, and sold it to one Toofanee, 
also a wholesale dealer living at Likhna, Zillah Azimgurh. This man 
retailed it at B,s. 12 a seer to the travelling chamars, who again 
retailed it amongst their own caste-men in the village in four-anna doses^ 
giving the purchaser at the same time instructions for its use. In ad* 
dition to this direct agency in the instigation of the crime, the same 
was further fostered by emissaries from the large hide dealers who were 
convicted. These emissaries made advances to the chaniars for the 
purchase of hides, and then, when they had got them into their debt, 
incited them to procure the skins by the use of the arsenic to be 
procured from the itinerant vendors thereof, and of whose presence in the 
neighbourhood these emissaries were well cognizant. 

13. Several suggestions have been made by the Magistrates to 
meet and defeat this organized system of poisoning. I cannot concur 
in those which suggest that Inspectors of Hides should be kept up at 
all the chief hide markets, or that the people should be forced to report 
all deaths of their animals to the putwarees, and that the latter should 
keep up registers of the mortality of such. I think also that it would be 
an interference with trade to require hide merchants to keep up registers 
indicative of the localities from which they receive their hides. The 
last procedure would also in a measure be useless, as the hides must 
necessarily pass through jaumerous hands before they reach those of the 
wholesale dealer. But I certainly consider that the crime of cattle- 
poisoning should be made cognizable by the police, and that they should 
have power to arrest in it without warrant ; and I consider also that 
restrictions should be placed on the sale of arsenic, or indeed of other 
poisons, by making it an offence for others than licensed dealers, whose 
books should be open to inspection, to sell such drugs. Legislation 
towards the attainment of both these ends would, I consider, be in the 
highest degree beneficial, 

14. For the rest, as regards the particular incidence of this crime 
of cattle-poisoning which I have endeavoured to depict in the Goruck- 
pur District, its existence so long there without any suspicions being 
aroused cannot be held to be creditable to the Native officials, whether 
fiscal or police, whose duty it undoubtedly was to bring the fact of 
such great mortality to the notice of the local authorities. On the 
other hand, the promptitude with which Mr. Spedding, who was quite 
new to the district, took up the inquiry directly his suspicions were 
aroused by the information which the police gave him, the vigour with 
which the police acted under his direction, and the eminent success 
which attended their efforts, cannot but be regarded as in the highest 
degree satisfactory^ and such as to justify to the full the praise given 

E 
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to Mr. Spedding by the Magistrate^ as also the rewards suggested for 
the police. 

15. I have tcr apologize for some delay in transmitting these 
reports ; but they were received at a time when my revenue work was 
very heavy, and latterly my absence on duty at Agra, and the conse- 
quent accimiulation of other work, has prevented my taking up sooner 
this very important subject. 

From H. D. Spedding, Esq., Joint Magistrate of Gomckpur, to the Officiating 
Magistrate of Gornckpur, — No. 410, dated Gornckpur, the 2nd October 1873. 

With reference to Government letter No. 443 of 20th June 1873, 
I have the honour to submit my final report on the investigation regard- 
ing the crime of cattle-poisoning in Goruckpur. 

2. When its existence was first discovered, the offence had spread 
over a large portion of the district. The action taken has, however, 
served to suppress it completely within a few months. 

3. I have already reported the circumstances which first led me 
to suspect the prevalence of cattle-poisoning, and to request the co- 

• My letter of 4th April. No. 196 of operation of the poluje ; and I need 
22nd May 1873. ^ot repeat the tacts it those letters* 

be read with this report. The suc- 
cessful issue obtained would have been impossible had not the offence been 
made temporarily cognizable by the police. 

4. The general results as to convictions have been already reported 
for the information of Government by your letter No. 63 of 19th 
ultimo j but it will be as well to record them here. 

6. The following statement shows the number of persons appre- 
hended, committed and convicted by the several criminal courts : 
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6. Out of 164 persons arrested^ 143 have been found guilty either 
of actually poisoning cattle or of being concerned in the crime. Con- 
victions have been obtained in the case of every person committed to 
the Sessions Courts 54 of the 143 convicted were persons employed to 
administer the poison. A.11 of these were chamars by caste^ and resi- 
dents of the Goruckpur District, 

7. One hundred and thirty-five of the 143 persons punished are 
chamars. Not a single Hindu of any other caste was even implicated. 
The remaining eight are Mussulmans — six of them '^ Irakees'' and two 
'^ Julahas.^' One hundred and twenty-four of the persons convicted 
are residents of this district; of the remainder, 11 are from the 
Azimgurh District and eight belong to Chupra and Sarun in Lower 
Bengal. 

8. Of far more importance than the convictions for administering 
poison are those for abetting the offence by instigation or by the distri- 
bution of arsenic. No less than 45 persons have been punished under 
sections 109 and 429. Were it not for these instigators the crime 
would not exist. Fifteen of them are hide merchants, or persons con- 
nected with the hide trade. One was a wholesale dealer in arsenic 
living in the north-east comer of the Azimgurh District, seven were 
retail vendors of arsenic, and the remainder were chamars who received 
poison to destroy cattle and afterwards distributed it to others. The 
majority have been heavily punished ; 17 of the 45 are residents of 
other districts. 

9. The following statement shows the degrees of punishment in- 
flicted for each class of the offence : 
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10. It will be seen that the instigators of the offence have de- 
servedly received much more severe punishments than the actual poisoners. 
A mild sentence would in their case have been a mistake. The majority 
of those who administered arsenic have received two years' rigorous im- 
prisonment each^ although many of them might have been convicted on 
several charges^ as numbers confessed to poisoning several different cattle. 
The poisoners were ignorant villagers, tools in the hands of the hide 
dealers, who got them into their power by making cash advances, pay- 
able within a certain time, and they were thus tempted to the commis- 
sion of the offence. All of them who were convicted by me under 
section 429 admitted their g^ilt, naming the ot\mers of the cattle they 
had poisoned. 

11. Not one of the 123 persons convicted by the magisterial 
officers has appealed, which is good proof that they a(knit the justice of 
their punishments. 

12. In five instances, under sections 109 and 429, I convicted on 
two counts, sentencing the men to terms of imprisonment equivalent to 
five years (in default of payment of fine) and four years. Notwith- 
standing this heavy punishment these men afterwards gave valuable 
evidence against hide dealers in the Sessions Court. 

13. The persons convicted under sections 116 and 429 were re- 
ceivers of poison, whom I held to be guUty of the minor form of abet- 
ment. They had taken the arsenic into their possession with the acknow- 
ledged intent of administering it to cattle, but either had not the oppor- 
tunity or the courage to give it. In several cases these men had only 
got possession of the arsenic a day or two before they were arrested, and 
the commission of the offence was thus opportunely prevented. It was in 
a similar class of cases that Mr. Bobinson sentenced 14 men to impri- 
sonment in default of finding security, possibly not thinking that section 
116 would apply. His decisions have, however, been equal to convic- 
tions. 

14. The evidence taken in the various cases proves that 978 cattle 
were poisoned, or died with all the symptoms of poisoning, in 70 villages. 
Besides these there were other villages in which cattle had died suddenly 
and chamars were suspected, but no proof of poisoning could be obtained 
before they took alarm and concealed all traces of the crime. The num- 
ber of cattle destroyed probably amounts to several thousand, but I will 
revert to this subject at the close of the report. 

15. Twenty-two and quarter ounces of white arsenic were found 
in possession of 62 chamars, and of this 16 ounces were in powder 
or in doses ready to administer to the cattle. This arsenic, amounting 
to 9,600 grains, represents a quantity sufficient to destroy 960 cattle 
with the dose reported by Captain Dodd. But as none of the doses found 
weighed less than twelve grains, and many weighed sixteen and up- 
waids, the number of cattle which would have been destroyed by the 
arsenic recovered does not probably exceed 500. The remaining six and 
quarter ounces were found with Toofanee, the wholesale vendor in 
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Azimgurh, and would almost certainly have been distributed among tbe 
chamars in a short time. 

16. In addition to the above, five seers of white arsenic, or an 
amount capable of destroying 5,760 cattle, were found in the house of 
Boolakee Chamar, of N^rgaon, near Dinapore. He was the person who 
supplied arsenic to Toofanee and escaped from the Bengal Police with 
the five seers in his possession, as I have already reported. The loosing 
of the clue at this important point was unfortunately beyond our con- 
trol, but the tracing of so large a quantity of arsenic down to Dinapore 
should be noted as a result creditable to our police. 

17. Having detailed the issue of the late trials, I will now note a 
few of the more remarkable incidents that occurred in connection with 
them. The first clue was obtained by enquiring among the villages in 
the quarter whence the hide dealers detained by me had come. When 
their names were mentioned to some of the chamars, the latter, think- 
ing that every thing had been discovered, produced the arsenic that 
had been left with them, and confessed that they had poisoned cattle to 
procure hides. The five Bengali hide dealers mentioned in paragraphs 
3 and 6 of my letter No. 196 and two others connected with them who 
were subsequently arrested have since been sentenced by Mr. Pasley to 
rigorous imprisonment, two of them for six years and the remaining 
five for four years each. 

18. Among those who had received arsenic from the Bengali 
dealers, two chamars, Goolab and Sheochurn, gave information which 
led to the arrest of two retail vendors of arsenic. These men, named 
Chutkoo and Sumharoo, made their living by purchasing arsenic from 
Toofanee, the wholesale vendor, who lived at Likhna in Azimgurh, and 
retailing it to travelling vendors, who sold it in doses at four annas each 
to the village chamars, at the same time instructing them how to poison 
cattle. Five of the latter have been convicted, viz., Kutwaroo, 
Bamgati, Chitani, Jatan, and Bhajan. Some of these have also poisoned 
cattle themselves, but they were not connected with any hide dealers, 
and made their profit by retailing arsenic. All procured the poison 
directly or indirectly from Toofanee. 

19. Owing to information received from the retail vendors, I 
issued a warrant for the arrest of Toofanee, and while executing it, the 
Sub-Inspector of Burhulganj met with one Kashee, the person who had 
brought up arsenic for Toofanee from Dinapore. He named Boolakee, a 
resident of Nargaon, as the person from whose house he obtained it in 
parcels of three seers weight. On this being reported to me I issued a 
warrant for Boolakee^s arrest, and a search warrant for arsenic. The 
Sub-Inspector did not unfortunately take the responsibility of arresting 
Kashee, and on my sending a warrant for him he had absconded. 
Toofanee was sentenced to 10 years' rigorous imprisonment by Mr. 
Pasley on the 2nd July. I had committed him on two counts only, 
though several others could have been charged against him. It was 
proved that when selling arsenic for the first time he used to instruct the 
purchasers how it was to be used. 
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The prices realized for arsenic in the several stages of its sale have 
been proved to be the following : 

Per seer« 
Rs. 

Price obtained by Boolakee at Dinapore from Toof anee ... 6 

Ditto by Toofanee from Chutkoo, &c., at 

one chittack per rupee .., ... 12 

Ditto by Chutkoo, &c., from the travelling 

vendors at one Goruckpur price 
weight for four annas ... ... 25 

Ditto by travelling retailers, who generally 

sold one-third of a pice weight 
for four annas to the village 
chamars, about ... ... 76 

20. As mentioned in paragraph 16, Boolakee escaped from the 
Bengal Police, when on his way to my court, carrying ofP five seers of 
arsenic. A reward of Rs. 200 has been sanctioned by the Commis- 
sioner for his arrest, and every effort was made to capture him, but as 
yet without success. 

21. During this time evidence was being collected serving to 
throw suspicion on the Irakee hide merchants of Buhorwa as instigators 
of the crime in the south and south-west portions of the district. Two 
of their servants, Piroo and Fakir, were shown to have gone about the 
villages giving advances for hides to the chamars, and directing them to 
obtain arsenic from retail vendors whom they named. Afterwards, in a 
different direction, Ishan Ali and Hassan Ali, who had stated they were 
gomashtas of the Buhorwa firm, were proved to have distributed arsenic 
to 28 (convicted) chamars in the neighbourhood of Gujpur where their 
dep6t was. 

22. The four merchants, Oolfut, Mazru, Ghous Ali and Dilan, 
were sent in on bail on 30th May, and the preliminary enquiry was 
concluded by me on the 5th of August. 

The whole number, including the servants and gomashtas, were 
put on trial before Mr. Pasley on 11th August and the two following 
days. The evidence against the chief members of the firm was mainly 
circumstantial, but was much strengthened by the line of defence they 
adopted, which was to deny all hide trade with the Goruckpur District and 
all connection with their servants and gomashtas. Their account books 
had been concealed, and books proved to be fabricated were subsequently 
produced. On my application the Officiating Government Advocate, 
Mr. Warner, wag retained for the prosecution, and the case terminated on 
the 9th ultimo, the eight Mussalmans being sentenced to five years' 
rigorous imprisonment with a fine of Bs. 500 each. They had also 
retained a Barrister for their defence. 

23. The above are the principal points of interest in the cases 
decided at head quarters which came in from the south-west^ south and 
centre of the district, viz., portions of Tahsils Bansgaon, Hata and 
Deoreea. My intention was to retain all the cases on my own file, in 
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order that I might be able to advise the police in their efforts to trace 
the chief offenders, and I thus convicted or committed 105 persons. 
At one time, when I had an extraordinary press of work, I was obliged 
to request Mr. Parsick to take up some of the less important cases, 
which resulted in the conviction of 13 persons by that officer. The 
two cases decided by Deputy Magistrate Amjud Ali and Honorary 
Magistrate Durga Pershad were instituted by complaint just as my 
investigation was commencing, and were completed in April. 

Prom all I can learn the crime was unknown in the south and 
south-west portions of the district until September or October 1872. It 
reached its height about the beginning of January last, and was in full 
play until discovered in the beginning of April. I have no doubt what- 
ever that the instigators of the crime simply transferred their operations 
across the river from Azimgurh, where they had begun to take alarm 
owing to the number of convictions in that district during August and 
September 1872 ; and that had we received timely intimation of what 
was going on there, the loss of property might have been almost entirely 
prevented. In the centre of the district the crime may have existed 
for a longer period, having been introduced by the hide dealers from 
Bengal ; but in none of my cases have I heard of suspicious deaths of 
cattle before September 1872. The travelling hide dealers from Behar 
seem to have been much more crafty, and in the east of the district they 
had been working undiscovered for a longer period. 

24. In the east, Mr. Robinson, in charge of the Kussia Sub- 
Division, had instructed the poHce to enquire into the crime in certain 
villages where the chamars were suspected, and the investigation resulted 
in the conviction of 23 persons ; those who had imported the arsenic at 
that side were also Bengali hide dealers of the same class as the seven 
men committed to the Sessions by me. These dealers had been in the 
habit of concealing their identity by travelling under feigned names. 
They are all chamars, and come in at the east of the district, go through 
the villages collecting hides, which they bring down on carts to the 
Gogra or some of its tributaries, and so by boat to Dinapore. They are 
men of no capital, but receive large advances from the Dinapore hide 
merchants and brokers. If, as I have reason to believe, they generally 
conceal their correct names and residence from the village chamars> their 
conviction becomes a matter of great difficulty. Mr. Robinson^s 
replies to my enquiries regarding the system they employed satisfy me 
that it is the same as that carried on by the dealers I arrested at 
Puterhut, and no separate report is required for the cases of the Kussia 
Sub-Division. Mr. Robinson has issued warrants for several of these 
dealers who had escaped to their homes in Tirhoot and Sarun, against 
whom he has clear evidence ; but as yet none have been arrested. He 
is of opinion from the evidence before him that the crime of cattle- 
poisoning must have existed in the east and north-east of the district in 
a mitigated form for nearly three years, and that it increased abnormally 
during the past year. 

25. I might conclude my report here, but as I see that in para- 
graph 2 of Government letter No. 741 A of 27th June 1870 it is 
considered doubtful whether the offence is committed by professional 
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poisoners working on any organized system in the districts east of 
Allahabad^ I think it right to record my opinion on the subject I have 
taken some trouble to analyse the cases which have come before Mr. 
Robinson and myself, and the conclusion I have arrived at is that the 
crime in these quarters is worked on an organized system and must be 
regarded as a professional one. 

26. The following are my reasons : 

(1) The poison invariably used was white arsenic (^^ sunkhea'') . 

In no case was yellow arsenic (^^ horeetaF^) or any vegetable 
poison employed, or was puncturing the skin resorted 
to. 

(2) The poisoners entered the district from two different quarters, 

the east and the south ; and each class of cases presents 
distinctive features, viz., — 

{a) From the east, i. e,, Lower Bengal, the importers of arsenic 
were travelliug hide dealers who gave advances for 
hides and distributed the poison as a rule without 
selling it. The cattle poisoned in that quarter were 
generally destroyed by pure arsenic reduced to powder, 
then moistened with water and wrapped in castor-oil 
leaves or smeared on sugarcane leaf, and the poison 
was usually placed in the ^' nand^' where the cattle 
were feeding, or was put into their mouths. The 
slang term " dibiya" for a '' dose of poison^^ was also 
current among the chamars who got arsenic from 
the Bengali dealers, which tends to prove that the 
crime was fully established among them. 

{b) In the south, i, e., the Azimgurh District, the instigators 
were either servants or gomashtas of hide merchants 
(themselves Mussalmans), or were chamars who sold 
arsenic without being directly connected with hide 
dealers. The arsenic, although retailed in a pure 
state, was generally administered mixed with ^^ atta^' 
or " suttoo^' wrapped in a bunch of grass arid thrown 
on the ground before the cattle where grazing: In 
some instances (as in the cases of Hussun Ali and 
Ihsan Ali), the arsenic was distributed mixed with a 
red powder, apparently " geroo,'^ or red chalk, as the 
Chemical Examiner of Roorkee reports, and when so 
distributed the price of the dose (four annas) was 
deducted from the amount advanced for hides. No 
slang term was in use in the south as far as I could 
discover. 

(3) In each class of cases the arsenic was probably obtained from 

Dinapore, as — 

{a) the Bengali hide dealers had received advances from 
Dinapore hide brokers, and stated they were convey- 
ing their hides to that place ) and 
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{b) the Azimgurh retail vendors (with whom the Irakees were 
connected through Piroo and Fakir) had obtained the 
arsenic from the neighbourhood of Dinapore by means 
of Toofanee. 

The natural inference is that if each class of cases had not a 
common origin, each party or parties had at any rate their own organi- 
zed system. 

26. The methods of working the crime may also be classified as— 

(1) Travelling hide dealers with borrowed capital, giving small 

advances and distributing poison generally gratis, e, ^., 
the Bengali dealers. 

(2) Retail vendors selling doses of arsenic at profit and not directly 

connected with the hide trade. 

(8) Hide merchants (the Irakees of Azimgurh) employing their 
servants in making advances to chamars and in directing 
them how to procure arsenic from the retail vendors. 

(4) The gomashtas of hide merchants making advances to 
chamars, distributing poison, and deducting its price. 

27. I trust it may not be considered out of place if I recommend 
some preventive measures which my late experience in dealing with 
the crime suggests ; and before doing so I will enumerate those proposed 
by Captain Dodd, they are— 

(1) to make the crime cognizable by the police ; 

(2) to issue injunctions to owners of cattle to destroy the skins of 

animals if they suspect foul play ; 

(3) to depute a Native doctor in cases of increased mortality of 

cattle, and forward the intestines of animals for chemical 
examination; and 

(4) to restrict the sale and possession of poisons and compel hide 

dealers to take out licenses. 

28. The first xneasure is a most important one, and had been sug- 
gested by me before I saw Captain Dodd^s note. In addition to the 
reasons given by that officer, I may observe that if the crime of cattle- 
poisoning be, as I think it is, a secret one, carried on by professionals, 
a special agency must be employed for its suppression if the police are 
not allowed to interfere. No agency could be enlisted better than the 
police, who are in daily communication with the Magistrates, and 
(through the village chowkeedars) always on the spot. To leave each 
individual cattle-owner, as now, to make his own induction if he sus- 
pects his cattle have been poisoned, and to oblige him to institute a 
complaint at head quarters before anything can be done, is to facilitate 
the commission of the ofEence. 

The second measure is hardly a preventive one, nor is it punitive. 
If foul play really did exist, the chamars would certainly be foiled, but 
they would also be put on their guard and thereby probably escape 
pimishment. If the cattle died of disease, an unnecessary loss would 
accrue to the hide trade. It would be difficult also to compel the owners 
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of cattle to destroy their skins. In the cases before me I had several 
instances of persons who had voluntarily buried the carcasses of their 
cattle to prevent the chamars getting the hides, but the same persons 
would probably have objected strongly had they been compelled to 
do so. 

The third measure is a detective one, and should be auxiliary to a. 
system of registration of deaths which I would propose for certaia 
districts. 

The suggestion for a restriction of sale and possession of poisons has 
been recommended in Mr. Ma3aie's memorandum, and is most important. 

The question of compelling hide dealers to take out licenses is 
worthy of consideration, but there are several difficulties in the way. 
There are hide merchants of all grades, and several rates of license fee 
should be fixed. The measure would probably, as Captain Dodd re- 
marks, interfere with the interests of trade ; but a still stronger reason 
against its general adoption is one suggested to me by Mr. Pasley, viz., 
that it might encourage a secret commission of the crime. Small tra- 
velling dealers possessed of documents authorizing them to trade in 
hides might persuade the chamars that they were " licensed to kill.'^ 

29. I would recommend the adoption of the following preven- 
tive measures : 

A. — Geneeal. 

(1) To make offences under sections 428 and 429 of the Indian 

Penal Code cognizable by the police. 

(2) To restrict by law the sale and possession of poisons. 

B.— Special. 

(3) To appoint Inspectors of Hides at Calcutta, Dinapore, Fatna 

and other lar^e hide marts down country. 

(4) To keep up (at all events in the Benares Division) periodical 

returns by the village putwarees of the number of cattle 
in each mouzah, and to make it their duty to report to 
the revenue authorities any abnormal increase in the 
number of deaths. Also to make it part of the chow- 
keedar's duty to report to the police the sudden death of 
any homed animal in their villages. 

(5) To direct hide merchants at the large down-country marts to 

keep up registers for information of Inspectors, contain- 
ing the names of up country dealers and (if possible) the 
places where each consignment has been collected* 

(6) To make up for each district lists of the hide dep6ts 

("thekis^^) and the names of the persons who receive 
hides (" thekidars'^) there, as well as those of the travel- 
ling hide dealers who visit them. These lists should be 
kept at each police station. These hide dep6ts are numer- 
ous in this district, and exist, I understand, all over the 
division. They are called ^^ chaonies'^ in some quarters. 
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30, The two " general'' measures have already been advocated, 
and from paragraph 6 of Government letter No. 741 A, dated 27th 
June 1*^70, it appears that the opinion of the Honourable the Judges 
of the High Court was to have been taken in 1870 regarding the first. 
No. 3 is a special measure, and I think of great importance. It has 
been established {vide paragraph 5 of Captain Dodd^s report) that 
Cawnpore, the large hide mart of the North-Western Provinces, receives 
all its supplies from up-country districts, and sends its inferior hides on 
to Patna, Dinapore and Calcutta, so that the latter marts receive all the 
hides from the Benares Division. The offence, as a special one, has not 
yet been found to exist in the North-: Western Provinces, except in the 
districts adjoining Lower Bengal, and there are the strongest reasons 
for believing that it has been introduced here by hide dealers from the 
Lower Provinces. 

I have grave suspicions that the wealthy Native hide merchants 
down-country encourage the offence in their anxiety to procure good 
hides. It is well known that the hides of poisoned cattle are in better 
condition and more sleek than those of animals which die of sickness 
or old age, but that it is difiicult or impossible to distinguish them from 
>od hides of slaughtered cattle. The mere fact of an Inspector of 
[ides being appointed would be a permanent check on the down-country 
merchants, and if the places whence consignments were obtained be 
registered, it could be ascertained whether the first-class hides camQ 
from cantonment stations or the interior of districts. The commissariat 
officers up-country might also assist by keeping lists of cattle slaugh- 
tered by cantonment butchers. 

The origin of the crime having been traced to Bengal, it is only 
fair that the Bengal Government should assist in its suppression. The 
work of inspecting hides might be left to one of the municipal officers 
at each of the large towns, and need not involve any great expense. 

No. 4 is a local measure, the utility of which is apparent; and the 
suggestion of Dr. Walker commented on under No. 3 of Captaan Dodd^s 
measures might be carried out where unusually large mortality occurred. 

No. 5 is connected with'the appointment of Hide. Inspectors at the 
down-country marts, and has, in fact, been suggested to me by the ex- 
cellent letter from Captain Hidayat Ally, published as Appendix B. in 
pages 834-37 of ^^ Chevers^ Medical Jurisprudence.^^ I fouLud the sys- 
tem of cash advances existing as referred to in that letter, and look on 
it as one of the great incentives to the crime. The majority of the 
chamar poisoners convicted by me had received advances from, and 
were in debt to, the dealers or gomashtas at the time they committed 
the offence. I have already referred to the large advances given by 
brokers to the travelling dealers. I have no doubt that if this system 
of large advances to travelling hide dealers, and small advances by 
dealers to the village chamars could be stopped by any legal enactment, 
nearly all temptation to commit the crime would be removed. 

The sixth proposal is also useful. Directly the travelling hide 
dealers know their depdt are entered at police stations and liable to 
occasional visits, they will be much more cautious in carrying on their 



M 

iniquitous traffic. None of the six measures recommended in paragraph 
29 can, I think, interfere with the interests of legitimate liide trade. 

31. The following suggestions may be of use in future enquiries: 

(1) If it is established that the offence exists in any quarter^ 

intimation should be given to the Magistrates of neigh- 
bouring districts. The authorities will thus be on the 
watch, and the delinquents unable to transfer these 
operations to a new field. 

(2) Every endeavour should be made to trace out the instigators, 

as the crime will merely be locally suppressed by punish- 
ment of the poisoners only. 

(8) It would be well to have a Police Inspector in each district J 

well read in the history of the crime, who should be 
deputed to the spot; and, if possible, eases should be 
made over to the same Magistrate for trial, who would 
thus be able by -comparing facts to infer whether the j 

cases were isolated ones or carried on according to some i 

system. | 

32. I am led to make these remarks, because I a,m persuaded that 
if we had known in time how prevalent the crime was last year in 
Azimgurh, we might have kept the south and south-west of the district 
perfectly free from it. 

1 have been favoured by the Officiating Magistrate of Azimgurh 
with a statement showing the number of cases in which persons were 
convicted of cattle-ipoisoning in that district during 1872. 

I find that 31 cases were instituted on complaint, and that 36 
chamars were convicted ; that cases occurred in January, February, 
March, April and May, but that the convictions increased to an extra- 
ordinary number in August and September 1872, nine persons being 
punished in tlie former and 11 in the latter month. After this the 
cases gradually decreased, being five in October, three in November and 
one in December. 

As already reported in paragraph 23, it was in September and 
October 1872 that the crime began in the south of Goruckpur, which 
shows that the effect of the August and September convictions in 
Azimgurh was to drive the instigators to a new field. I notice, too, 
that the punishments awarded by the Azimgurh Magistrates were much 
lighter than those given by us, and were in fact scarcely deterrent. 

33. <jreneral Bemarks. — Before concluding, I will discuss some 
general questions connected with the offence ; one of the most impor- 
tant of these is the feeling of the zemindars regarding cattle-poisoning. 

34. • No matter what the opinion of up-countiy Natives may 
be, the fact must, I think, now be taken as undoubted that the petty 
zemindars of the Benares Division are lukewarm as regards the destruc- 
tion of cattle so long as their own are untouched. I have not seen Mr. 
DanielFs report, but I had arrived at nearly the same conclusion as he 
iseems to have come to before I read paragraph 3 of Captain Dodd's 
note. Whatever be the cause, I believe that a large number of 
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smaller zemindars have a perfect understanding with the village 
chamars^ and the result is that the zemindar's cattle are rarely des- 
troyed. Out of 87 chamars who confessed to me that they had 
poisoned cattle^ only one man admitted that he had poisoned an animal 
belonging to his master. Nearly every chamar is the ploughman of 
some zemindar. The greater number of cattle, the poisoning of which 
was confessed to, belo»g to the poorest classes of cultivators. Mr. 
Robinson writes — '^It is strange, but true, that the zemindars have 
done everything in their power to obstruct the police and to shield the 
chamars even when their guilt was undoubted.'^ 

With Mr Robinson's opinion and my own independently formed, 
and Mr. Daniell's conclusion to the same intent, I think the fact must 
be accepted, notwithstanding Captain Dodd's arguments to the con- 
trary. The ordinary selfishness of uneducated Natives and an unwill* 
ingness to lose their labourers may account for this unprincipled 
conduct on the part of the zemindars. I can think of no other imagin- 
able explanation for a low state of moral feeling, of the existence of 
which there can be no doubt. I must distinctly state that the wealthy 
and educated landholders do not share in this feeling; they have 
invariably spoken to me of the crime with abhorrence, and I believe they 
feel it. 

35. The ignorance of the people as to the real cause of the 
mortality was perfectly wonderful. In the south-west of the district, 
where the crime had previously been altogether unknown, they had not 
the slightest suspicion of poison being used to destroy their cattle. And 
what was still more extraordinary, a case occurred where a judicial 
ofiicer failed to suspect it when the proceedings showed that numbers 
of cattle had been destroyed by chamars. 

I will quote this case as a forcible illustration of the incapacity 
of the villagers to detect -this crime by mere induction. In the village 
of Mohra, numbers of cattle had died without apparent cause, and the 
people had commenced to suspect the chamars, because of the anxiety 
of the latter to obtain the hides. The chamars explained to them 
that a " shaitan'' had got loose among the animals and must be pacified. 
Money was collected and made over to the chamars, and ^^ pooja'' was 
done by them to appease the ^^ shaitan,'' but still the cattle died. On 
the 9th of February the villagers got thoroughly exasperated, made 
a raid on the chamars and regularly lynched them : beat all the men, 
broke the earthen vessels in their houses, destroyed the pumpkins and 
other vegetables they had growing, and finally seized a chamarin 
woman, took off her clothes, tied her naked to the branch of a tree by 
a rope slung under her arms and swung her to and fro, the people 
throwing dirt on her body. These proceedings roused the chamars, 
and they made a criminal complaint under section 354, Indian Penal 
Code. The case came before Deputy Magistrate Umjud Ali, who, on 
the 27th February last, sentenced four of the villagers (including one 
of the zemindars) to six months^ imprisonment each, and in the whole 
case — though all the facts connected with the deaths of cattle were 
recorded — poison is not once alluded to, nor the real cause of death 
suspected. Subsequently the same chamars who had complained were 
convicted by me on their own confession of having poisoned the cattle. 
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36. The superstitions of the people acted as an obstacle to the 
discovery of the crime. In the east of the district, where the offence had 
been longer established, the chamars had inculcated the belief that 
the "disease/^ as it was called, was due to the wrath of deceased 
chamars, who were represented as "shaitans/' They were also 
called "bhoot" or malignant spirits. Offerings of pig^s flesh and 
*' shurab^' were given to appeasc^them. In some cases, Mr. Eobinson 
informs me, when the owners wished to bury their animals, the chamars 
represented that they would incur the displeasure of these *^ shaitans,^^ 
whereupon the owners desisted. 

37. It is remarkable that although poisoning on an extensive 
scale had been going on for some time, no intimation of the fact was 
given to the district authorities by any of the Native subordinates. 
With the exception of a couple of reports made by owners of cattle 
in the police diaries, and three cases instituted by complaint about the 
beginning of April, no written information was received. For this the 
village putwarees, and through them the canoongoes, are especially to 
blame, as it was their duty to have reported the mortality among cattle, 
even had they attributed it to natural causes or disease. I am enquir-^ 
ing into some of the more glaring cases of their negligence, with a 
view to calling them to account. The police are not so much to blame, 
as they could hardly be expected to draw a general inference as to 
poisoning from isolated cases which they had no authority to enquire 
into. That the existence of the crime did not come earlier to the notice 
of the European and higher Native ofliicials is, I think, in the main 
attributable to the people themselves. The suspicious lukewarmness of 
the petty zemindars, and the superstition and ignorance already alluded 
to, will account for it. When I first came to the district I was struck 
with the reticence of the people as compared with the natives of 
Bundelkhund. During my camp tour in February and March I had 
gone freely among them and talked with them about their crops and 
prospects, but it was not until I had commenced to suspect the poison- 
ing, and asked them point blank whether or not their cattle had died 
suddenly, that they confided the fact to me. 

38. It is extremely difficult to estimate the probable number of 
cattle which have fallen victims. The total number mentioned in the 
various criminal records as having been poisoned is 978, but this does 
not by any means represent the entire loss, as there were many villages 
in which, after alarm was taken, no proof could be obtained. 

I had enquiries made independently by the tahsildars, and returns 
taken from the putwarees for each village, and find the totals to be as 
follows : 

Number of cattle in the district on 1st October 1872 ... 11«,843 

Number which died from old age ... ... 23,483 

Number which died from illness or from suspicious causes 14,211 
Total number of cattle which died between 1st October 

1872 and 30th June 1873 ... ... ... 37,694 

These figures must only be taken for what they are worth ; neither 
the tahsildars nor putwarees wish to amplify the number of poisoned 
cattle. 
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I think that between one-quarter and one-half of 14,211 may be 
looked on as somewhat near the mark. 

39. Captain Dodd has not mentioned in Part II. of his Note any 
of the symptoms of poisoning by arsenic as seen in cattle. Two of 
those invariably recorded by the witnesses in my eases were a great 
flow of saliva ('^ lar^') from the mouth, and an extraordinary swelling 
of the stomach when near or after death. The time it took to prove 
fatal from the first signs of illness has been described as from three 
hours (one pahar) to three days. The doses given have been various, 
running from twelve and sixteen grains up to half a pice weight, and 
sometimes one pice weight of arsenic. 

40. It now remains for me to notice the services rendered by the 
police in this investigation. I have abeady mentioned that it would 
have been impossible to have obtained such a successful result without 
their aid, and I have great pleasure, in bearing testimony to the energy 
and zeal, and at the same time the strict regard to the law, that they 
showed in pursuing the enquiry under my supervision. I will specially 
mention Mirza Hossein Ali Beg, Sub-Inspector, 2nd grade, and Kamta 
Pershad, Head Constable, 4th grade, as officers of great merit. The 
former was untiring in tracking the poisoners and bringing home the 
offence to the principals ; the latter, who is the Head Constable of my 
Court, assisted me much when I was commencing the investigation in 
camp, and was most painstaking in watching and prosecuting the cases 
in my Court. I would recommend that each of them be promoted a 
step on the earliest opportunity, and also that they, with the other 
police officers named below, receive the pecuniary rewards placed opposite 
their names, which they all fully deserve. 



Bs. 



1 . Mirza Hossein Ali Beg, Sub -Inspector, 2nd 

2. Kamta Pershad, Head Constable 

3. Abdool Buhman ditto 

4. Sheoruttun Misr ditto 

5. Puzl Imam, Constable, 

6. Abbas Ali ditto 

7. Narain Misr . ditto 

8. Buldun Koormi ditto 

9. Radhey Tiwari ditto 

10. Jhunda Singh, Chuttri, Constable, 

11. Dhoukal Singh ditto ditto 

12. Ikram Ali ditto 

13. Bhola Ahir ditto 



2nd grade 


... 300 


4th do. 


,.. 150 


3rd do. . 


.. 50 


4th do. 


50 


Ist do. 


.. 25 


1st do. 


.. 25 


1st do. 


.. 25 


1st do. 


... 25 


1st do. 


... 20 


2nd do. 


... 20 


2nd do. 


... 20 


Srd do. 


.. 20 


3rd do. 


... 20 


Total . 


.. 750 



The above reward has been in many instances well earned by the extra 
work and exposure these men had at the hottest time of the year. 

41. I am not aware that there is a precedent for granting a 
pecuniary reward to any of the cutcherry amlah; but I see no better 
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way of recognizing his merits than to recommend that a sum of Rs. 100 
be granted to Buchoo Lall, my peshkar^ for his good services in carry- 
ing on the vernacular work of my Court in connection with the cattle- 
poisoning cases. He had a great deal of extra work at that period^ and 
kept his files in good order. He discharged his duties faithfully all 
through the heavy trial of the Irakees — a case in which the other side 
would have been only too glad to tamper with him, 

I trust that a sum of Bs. 100 will be sanctioned by Government as 
a special reward for Buchoo Lall^ as he has no immediate prospects of 
promotion. 

42. One link is still wanting^ and for that we must look to 
Bengal. It has not yet been discovered how chamars like Boolakee in 
the neighbourhood of Dinapore obtain such large quantities of arsenic. 
This can only be ascertained by careful enquiries on the spot. I suspect 
that the boats which take down hides to Calcutta bring up some arsenic^ 
which might possibly be proved by searching them on the return 
journey. It may be practicable to discover whether the Native hide 
brokers at Calcutta buy any arsenic ; this, if ascertained, might throw 
some light on the matter. I can, if necessary, give the names of 
several Calcutta brokers who were correspondents of the Irakee firm. • 

43. My report is not concluded. It has reached a greater length 
than I had anticipated, because, owing to a desire to make it as com- 
prehensive as possible, I was obliged to refer to matters already dis- 
cussed in the police circular so often quoted. 

Retailing arsenic, intended to be used for cattle-poisoning, with a 
view to the mere profits to be derived from its sale, is, I believe, a new 
feature in the history of the crime. 

The conviction of so many of the principal persons who helped to 
introduce the offence into this district will be, I trust, a preliminary 
step towards its complete suppression throughout the division. 

P. iS. — I regret to add that since completing my report I have 
received intimation of some fresh cases of poisoning having occurred. 
Three instances have been reported within the last ten days, one in 
the south and two within the Ghatee Circle in the east of the district. 
These cases are now pending in my Court. 

It thus seems that my hopes that the crime had been entirely 
suppressed were premature. 

I also learn that after Mr. Robinson sent me his returns to incor- 
porate with my report, he convicted three men on the 16th August and 
2nd September, whose cases have not been entered in the statements. 
Each of the three men was convicted on two counts, under section 429, 
for poisoning two different cattle, and sentenced to four years' rigorous 
imprisonment. This brings up the total of persons convicted to 146, 
and the statements in paragraphs 5 and 9 may be corrected accordingly, 

I may mention that some of the warrants referred to in paragraph 
24 have since been returned with the remark by the Bengal Police that 
no men of the name are to be found in the village or in the neighbour- 
hood. This confirms my opinion that the Bengali travelling dealers 
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habitually give fictitious names or residences to the chamars of our 
district. 'Ebeir detection must always be a matter of extreme difficulty^ 
and will^ as a rule^ require some stratagem. It would be a bad plan to 
put some of the convicted chamars on their track in company with a 
couple of trustworthy constables in disguise. The chamars could 
possibly identify them in some of the villages named^ and in case of 
success might be promised a remission of half their sentence. I will 
see if this cannot be arranged. 

Mr. Robinson has made every endeavour to assist in detecting the 
instigators ever since he knew that I had commenced to work for that 
end. He is of my opinion with regard to the necessity for severe 
punishments^ so that^ with the warning already given and with heavy 
sentences for the future^ we shall^ I hope^ have the district &ee from 
this crime in a short time. 



From J. J. F. Luhsden, Esq., Officiating Magistrate of Gornekpar, to the Commis- 
sioner of the Benares Division, — No. 69, dated Goruckpar, the 15th Octo* 
ber 1873. 

I have now the honour to forward a very full and interesting report 
by Mr. Spedding regarding the crime of cattle-poisoning, which was 
discovered to be prevalent to an alarming extent in this district during 
the spring of the present year. 

2. Mr. Spedding has gone so fully into all details that there is 
little left for me to add, and it would be waste of time for me to 
recapitulate here what has been so clearly and fully narrated by him. 

S. I am sure you will concur with me in thinking that the result 
of the cases taken up has been most satisfactory, especially so as regards 
the conviction and punishment of the abettors and instigators, who in 
the case of crime like this are far more guilty than the actual adminis- 
trators of the poison. Had these men not been got at, the convic- 
tion of 100 chamars for administering poison, most of whom, 
ignorant of the enormity of their offence, fully confessed their guilt, 
would at most have only had the effect of temporarily suppressing the 
crime or causing a change in the scene of operations. 

4. I have made enquiries on the subject independent of those made 
by Mr. Spedding, and the result of these enquiries has fully satisfied me 
that, previous to the commencement of the present year^ the crime of 
cattle-poisoning was not carried on in this district on any organized 
system. I agree with Mr. Spedding in thinking that the detection of 
the crime in the Azimgurh District and the numerous convictions there 
obtained last year most probably had the effect of causing the emissaries 
of the instigators of the crime to transfer the sphere of their operations 
to this district, where from the very fact of the crime having been 
hitherto imknown, and the people utterly unsuspicious of any foul play, 
they were enabled to establish and carry on the nefarious trade for some 
time before a breath of suspicion was excited against them. 

5. It is to be regretted that the police and magistracy of this 
district were not kept informed of what was taking place in Azimgurh, 
as in that case all would have been on the alert, and any thing at all 
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tending to excite suspicion would have been at once laid hold of. With 
the yiew of securing the co-operation of the authorities in the adjoining 
districts^ as soon as anything tangible was discovered in this district they 
were at once communicated with and put on their guard. 

6. On one point I must differ from Mr. Spedding entirely, and it 
is in the opinion he has expressed that ^^ the petty zemindars are luke- 
warm as regards the destruction of cattle so long as their own are 
untouched,^' and that they have "a perfect understanding with the 
village chamars, and the result is that the zemindars' cattle are rarely 
destroyed/^ In other words, Mr. Spedding is of opinion that the petty 
zemindars (he exempts the wealthy and educated landholders) of this 
distriet aid and abet the chamars, or at least connive with them, in de- 
stroying the cattle of their own ryots on the one understanding that their 
own cattle are not to be tampered with. 

7. Nothing that has transpired in the cause of the present instiga- 
tioijs, in mj opiuion, justifies such a conclusion, and further, I consider 
such a thing, jarimd facie, very improbable and unlikely. Cultivators 
are not yet so numerous in the Goruckpur District that a petty zemindar 
cognizant of the fact will remain quietly looking on while the " poorest 
of his tenants are being illegally deprived of the meai^s of cultivating 
their lands, and without any further inducenjeut to silence than the 
promise that should he keep the secret his own cattle will escape. It is 
surely possible to account for the chamars selecting the cattle of the 
poor cultivators at their best gaiA^, without inferring the existence of a 
private understanding between them and the zemindars. Nothing is 
more natural than that the culprits in such cases should select as their 
victims the cattle of the poorest and most ignorant cultivators, who 
of course would be the most unlikely to suspect any thing wrong, and 
the slowest to institute a criminal prosecution even when they did. 

8. Again, Mr. Spedding's own admission [vide paragraph 35) as to 
the extreme ignorance of the people as to the real cause of the niortality 
and the utter absence of any suspicion on their part of poison being used, 
tends to show that the apparent apathy of the petty zemindars might 
quite as likely be attributed to ignorance of what was really going on as 
to the existence of any private understanding between them and the 
chamars. The case referred to by Mr. Spedding also tells against his 
opinion on this point. In that case we find the villagers, including^ 
some of the zemindars, suspecting that something was wrong when their 
cattle began dying so rapidly, but never dreaming of the possibility of 
poison, they attributed the mortality to the influence of an evil spirit, for 
which, however, they agreed to hdld the chamars responsible : at last 
exasperated, they turned out in a body and lynched the chamars with 
their wives and families, and were justly convicted and punished for so 
doing. One of the men sentenced to six months' imprisonment was a 
zemindar. In this case at least the zemindars could not have had any 
private understanding with the chamars, else they would not have joined 
cause with their ryots in the raid against them. 

9. I would only add on this point that, apart from the result of 
my own enquiries in the matter, and the conclusions I draw from the 
results of the cases lately investigated^ I am credibly informed that it 
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must be a very extraordinary and exceptional ease if a Hindu zemindar 
ever knowingly aids or connives at the poisoning of cows or oxen, as such, 
conduct on his part would be one of the grossest sins he could commit 
against his own religion, for which no doubt they have very generally 
much more respect than for the Penal Code. I believe there can be no 
doubt that the actual poisoners, as also the instigators and abettors in 
these cases are almost always chamars and Mahomedans. 

10. I have written somewhat at length on this point, because were 
there any such understanding between the chamars and zemindars in con- 
nection with the crime, it would become a much more difficult task to 
suppress it than it otherwise would be. I fully believe that the petty 
zemindars were as ignorant and blindly unsuspicious of any foul play 
as the ^^ wealthv and more educated landholders^^ and the Native subordi- 
nate officials, whose reticence Mr. Spedding has noticed as being ^^remark- 
able.'' The fact is the crime was scarcely known in this district before, 
and no one was prepared to suspect any thing wrong. Mr. Spedding 
himself, who was then Officiating Magistrate of the District, and 
also his predecess^or, Mr. Webster, had been moving about the district on 
tour for months, during which Mr. Spedding now believes the crime to 
have been rife, without hearing of or even suspecting its prevalence. 

11. I feel confident, therefore, the co-operation and assistance of 
the zemindars generally in suppressing the crime may be fully coimted 
on when they know and believe that it is being carried on in their 
villages. 

1^. I concur generally in the preventive measures proposed by Mr. 
Spedding^ in paragraph 29 of his report for the future suppression and 
detection of the crime, although some of the- special measures which 
could not be enforced without special legislation would, I fear, be 
generally considered as likely to interfere injuriously with the legitimate 
trade in hides. 

13r. The measures which are at once' the most urgently called for, 
and those likely ta have the best effect, are the two first mentioned by 
Mr. Spedding, both of which have been for some time imder the consi- 
deration €rf Government in connection with thk subject. 

14. It is indeed difficult to understand why offences under sections 
428 and 429, Indian Penal Code, should not have been made cognizable 
by the police. DoiAtless making them cognizable by the police would 
put a great deal of extra power in their hands which might perhaps be 
occasionally abused, but when* offences tinder such sections ad 227, 
289, 377 and 447, Indian Penal Code, have been made cognizable by the 
police,^ I am at a loss to understand why they should be prohibited from 
arresting without a warrant in cases tailing under sections 428 and 429. 
There are many cases now cognizable by the police in which they have 
almost equal facilities for abusing their power of arrest, but the latter 
fact has not prevented such offences being made ^^ cognizable.'^ 

16. This particular offence is of such a nature th^bt,^^ unless imme- 
diate action is taken en information being received, there is little hope of 
successfully working out these cases ; before a warrant can be obtained, 
the suspected parties are warned, and all traces of the commission of ths 
erioxe concealed* 
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16. In dealing with the cases which are the subject of this reporty 
I did what I believe I was scarcely justified in doing under the law as it 
now stands^ when I authorized police officers in charge of stations to 
arrest in such cases without a special warrant for a period of two months^ 
but I consider the emergency fully justified the step I took. Had such 
permission not been given to the police at Mr. Spedding's suggestion^ 
the satisfactory results shown in that officer's report would never have 
been attained. 

17. To place some legal restrictions in the sale and possession of 
certain poisons is a measure of almost equal importance and urgency as 
making the offence of cattle-poisoning cognizable by the police. 

18. Of the special measures proposed by Mr. Spedding, the 4th 
and 6th commend themselves to me as measures which are likely to be 
productive of good results, and which can be carried out without legisla- 
tive action, or in any way interfering injuriously with the interests of 
the legitimate trade in hides. 

19. I would have a register kept at each police station, in which 
should be entered all cattle deaths reported, say under three heads, — (1) 
deaths from old age and ordinary dis^; (2) deaths from murr^n or 
eattle disease ; (3) deaths considered suspicious. Almost every village in 
this district has its gorait ; these men visit the poKce stations every week 
or ten days. Nothing could be easier than for them to ascertain the 
number of deaths in their own villages and report them on their periodi- 
cal visits to the police stations. If any objection was taken to the keep- 
ing up of a separate register of the kind indicated as involving extra work, 
the report made by the gorait might be entered in the daily diary and 
systematically abstracted from the same and entered in a separate register 
in the Sudder Office. 

20. I found a system of registration like this prevalent in the 
Benares District, which I endeavoured to improve, and which worked 
very well. The statistical clerk was charged with keeping up the 
statement in the Sudder Office. I would prefer the agency of goraits 
to that of putwarees (1) because the latter have often from four to 
eight villages under them, the deaths in all of which it will be difficult 
for them always to ascertain correctly, and (2) because their visits to 
the tahsilis are less frequent and more irregular than those of goraits 
to the police stations, and they are also liable to be called away from 
their " hulkas,^^ sometimes for lengthened periods, whereas the goraits 
are all resident in the villages to which they are appointed. 

21. A list of the hide dep6ts could easily be prepared, and would 
be of use in enabling the police to exercise a quiet surveillance over the 
*^ theekadars^^ and those with whom they have transactions. 

22. With your sanction I would propose to put both these measures 
in force immediately : for the rest the orders of Government must be 
awaited. 

23. It is very much to be regretted that Boolakee Chamar escaped 
from the Bengal Police. Enquiry has been made as to the circumstances 
under which he effected his escape, and whether the policemen •concerned 
have been punished, but no reply has as yet been received from the Dis- 
trict Superintendent of Police of Patna. He is evidently a man who, if 
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he had been persuaded to turn Queen's evidence, could have given most 
important information regarding the principal instigators of the offence 
at Patna and Dinapore. 

24. I think it not impossible that the police may have been 
tampered with when such an important criminal, with five seers of 
arsenic in his possession, managed to escape, and that as there are most 
probably many wealthy men interested in keeping him out of the way, 
he will not be got hold of again in a hurry, notwithstanding the reward 
of Rs. 200 offefed for his apprehension. I think the attention of 
the Bengal Government should be called to this case as well as to that 
of the Bengali travelling hide dealers, whose movements should be 
quietly watched. There can be no doubt that certain parties at the 
head quarters of the hide trade in Patna and Dinapore are the most 
active instigators and abettors of the offence. 

25. Compared with these men, even the-Bahorwa Irakees of the 
Azimgurh District are criminals of a middler type. 

26. Two important appeal cases from sentences pronounced by the 
Sessions Judge as still pending before the High Court, one of these the 
case in which the four Irakees were convicted. It is of the utmost 
importance that these appeal cases should be carefully defended on the 
part of the Crown. The evidence against the Irakees was entirely 
circumstantial, but circumstantial evidence of a very strong and con- 
vincing description, and which, taken in connection with the line of 
defence set up, left no doubt of the guilt of the accused. 

27. The prisoners, however, are very wealthy men, and have, I 
believe, retained an English Barrister to prosecute the appeal ; the case 
should therefore, I think, be very carefully watched on behalf of the 
Crown. From a conversation I have had with Mr. Spedding, he seems 
to be of opinion that it would be advantageous were he deputed to 
watch the case in appeal before the High Court. I hardly, however, 
think this is necessary or advisable. A copy of the grounds of appeal 
will be forwarded to me by the Government Pleader, and, after perusing 
the same, Mr. Spedding might prepare a ^^ memorandum'' for the use of 
the Government Advocate, who prosecuted in the Sessions Court, and 
who should certainly be instructed to appear on behalf of the Crown 
in the High Court. With such a '^ memorandum" furnished by Mr. 
Spedding, and the knowledge he already possesses of the facts of the 
case, I think Mr. Warner, who is on the spot, would be in a position to 
look after the interests of the Crown. 

28. I would strongly recommend all the rewards proposed by Mr. 
Spedding being granted except that of Rs. 100 to his peshkar, for 
which no precedent, I believe, exists. The police have done right good 
service in the investigation and working out of these cases, and no one 
can know better than Mr. Spedding the merits of each officer and the 
amount of praise or reward to which each is entitled. Regarding the 
peshkar, all that can be urged is that he may have had a press of work 
in hand when these trials were taking place in Mr. Spedding's Court, 
and that he proved himself equal to the occasion. Clearly he can be 
entitled to no credit in connection with the working but of the cases 
against the accused. 
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29. If press of work or an honest and zealous discharge of his 
duties by a reader is to be considered a sufficient claim for a pecuniary 
reward, I might as well apply for a reward for my sheristadar in con* 
nection with the recent trud of Shah Bookn-ood-deen, Deputy Inspector 
of Schools. 

30. In conclusion, I would record my opinion of the valuable 
service rendered to Government by Mr. Spedding in these investiga- 
tions. He has had a great deal of extra work to do in connection with 
these cattle-poisoning cases, and from the commencement he has taken a 
great deal of interest in the matter, and neither spared himself time nor 
trouble. The successful issue of the late trials is entirely owing to his 
exertions. 



Office Memorandum from T. J. Chichele Plowden, Esq., Offg. Under Secretary to 
the Government of India, Home Department, to the Lsgislatlve Department, — 
No. 512, dated Fort WilUam, the 14.th April 1874. 

With reference to the annexed extract from a report* from the 

• No. 656 A of 27th March X874, para- Government of the North- Western 

graph 2. Provinces, the undersigned is directed 

to request that the Legislative Department will be good enough to 

. „ .._ , . ,,^., „ , ^. forward a copy of the letterf men>- 

t No. 447, dated 13th Majrch 1874. ^^^^^ ^^^^^(^ containing a recom- 

mendation that cattle-poisoning be made an ofEence cognizable hj the 
police. 



Office Memorandum from Whitley Stokbs, Esq., Secretary to the Government of 
India, Legislative Department, to the Home Department, — No. 245, dated Ifott 
William, the 16th April 1874. 

In compliance with the request contained in the memorandunt 
from the Home Department, No. 512 P, dated the 14th instant, the 
undersigned has the honour to forward herewith a printed copy of 
the letter from the Government of the North- Western Provinces, 
No. 447A., dated 13th ultimo, containing a recommendation that cattle-^ 
poisoning be made an ofEence cognizable by the police* 



From C. A. Elliott, Esq., Secretary to the Government of the North- Western Pro»^ 
vinces, to the Secretary to the Government of India, Legislative Department, — 
No. 447 A, dated the 13th March 1874. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your No. 11, dated 6th 
January 1874, in which you request an expression of the opinion of 
the Lieutenant-Governor on the Bill to amend the Cbde of Criminal 
Procedure, and, in reply, to remark as follows : 

2. Section 23. — The Lieutenant-Governor thinks that the Local 
Government or Magistrate of the District should be authorized to 
confer on the third class Magistrates the power of trying cases within 
their competence forwarded to them by the police. 
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8. Section 46. — Under the old law, section 277, Act XXV. of 
1861, it was ruled by the Calcutta High Court (VIII. W. R. C. L. 15) 
that, in cases referred to him by a Subordinate Magistrate for more 
severe punishment, a Magistrate could not inflict whipping. It is 
believed that this is opposed to the intentions of the Legislature, but as 
the wording of section 46 is almost precisely the same, it might be well 
to remove all doubt on the subject, and declare that whipping can be 
inflicted in such cases. 

4. Section 272.— His Honor has no objection to offer to limiting 
the time within which an appeal can be made by Government to one 
year. 

5. Sections 427-28.— I am again to urge that the offence of 
cattle-poisoning, under these sections, should be made cognizable by the 
police. This was done before in my No. 917 A, dated 3rd August 
1870; and the High Court of the North- Western Provinces, when 
consulted, had no objection to offer. An extensive system of cattle- 
poisoning came recently to light in the Goruckpur District, and so im- 
pressed was the Magistrate of the necessity for prompt and vigorous 
action on the part of the police, that he took upon himself to authorize 
their making arrests without warrant. His proceedings were doubtless 
irregular, but the result was a complete suppression of the crime, which 
comld hardly have been attained under other circumstances. The Lieute- 
nant-Governor would strongly advocate that the offence should now be 
made cognizable by the police, as the delay consequent upon a formal 
complaint to a Magistrate has been found to be very generally fatal to 
the successful working out of these cases. 

6. Section 464, 2nd paragraph. — It has been ascertained that, as a 
matter of fact, copies of judgments are very seldom given, and rarely 
if ever asked for. To make it imperative to give a copy in every case 
would involve an immense amount of additional labour which the 
present establishment of magisterial courts could not perform. In 
view, therefore, of the extra expense^ that would be entailed, and the 
fact that in the great majority of cases no use would be made of the 
copy of the judgment even if given. His Honor thinks the words 
''when asked for'' might with advantage be inserted, 

7. I am to add that the High Court and Board of Revenue were 
also requested to give their opinion on the Bill. The former have not 
yet replied, and the Lieutenant-Governor is unwilling to further delay 
the expression of the views of this Government. The latter have no 
remarks or suggestions to offer. The opinion of the Government 
Advocate has been received and is forwarded for the consideration of the 
Committee. 

8. With reference to the 3rd paragraph of your letter, I am to 
state that the Bill was published in the Gazette of these Provinces, in 
English on the 7th, 14th and 21st February, in Urdu on the 17th, 
24th and 31st January, and Hindi on the 14tb. 21st and 2Sth 
February. 
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From E. Wabkeb, Esq., Government Advocate, North-Western Provinces, to the 
Secretary to the Government of the North- Western Provinces, — ^No. 31, dated 
the 13th February 1874. 

Opinion on Obiminal Pbocedubb Amendment Bill. 

It would be, I think, unwise to alter the provisions of section 272 
as regards the period of limitation. In many cases evidence is obtain- 
able long after the lapse of one year from the date of acquittal. It 
would be better to have this section as it now stands, and to let the 
Local Government, as heretofore, declare whether or not a person ac- 
quitted should again be placed on his trial. Should a period of limitation 
be considered necessary, one year seems to me to be much too short. 

In addition to the proposed amendments, I would suggest, with 
reference to section 50, that the power given to the Local Government 
to invest two or more Magistrates to sit together as a bench, be also 
given to Magistrates or Officiating Magistrates of the District. There 
is no reason why two Magistrates should not do together what each can 
do separately, without formal sanction ; but as the law does not permit 
of this, except by the direction of Government, it seems to me that an 
alteration is required. An alteration of this nature would prevent the 
confusion not unlikely to arise under section 530 and section 535. Under 
the former section, a Magistrate passes, as to the possession of land, 
one order, and under the latter, a Magistrate, acting in his capacity as 
a Collector, is not precluded from passing another — ^which is to prevail ? 
A difficulty of this nature very nearly arose in a case in the Allahabad 
Court in which I was engaged as Counsel. 

Some doubt sieems to exist as regards the right of the High Court 
to try European prisoners committed for offences punishable with death 
or transportation for life, and also for offences for which a much less 
punishment is provided in the Penal Code when the Court considers 
the graver charge should be withdrawn. In the case of the Queen 
against Lwellin, tried at the last Criminal Session at Allahabad, it was 
much doubted whether the prisoner, who was charged under section 467 
of the Penal Code with having forged a valuable security, and also 
under section 415 with the offence of cheating, could legally be tried. 
On perusal of the proceedings taken before the Magistrate, the presi- 
ding Judge considered that there was no sufficient evidence to go to the 
jury 01^ the first count of the indictment, but that there was evi- 
dence as to the cheating. On this, the Counsel for the defence took 
the objection that the High Court had no power to try the case, as 
under section 75 the only power possessed by the High Court was to 
try cases punishable with death or transportation for life. The question 
was reserved, but as the prisoner was acquitted, it has not been settled. 
It would be as well to specify more clearly what powers the High Court 
possesses in matters of this kind. 

From A. P. Howell, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, Home 
Department, to the Secretary to the Government of the North-Western Pro- 
vinces,-— No. 743, dated Fort William, the 8th June 1874. 

I am directed to acknowledge your letter No. 555 A of the 27th 
March last, with enclosures, relative to a system of cattle-poisoning 
extensively prevalent in the District of Goruckpur, 
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2. In reply, I am to say that your recommendation that cattle- 
poisoning be made an offence cognizable by the police has already 
been provided for in the recent amendment of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure. But beyond this the Governor General in Council, after 
full consideration, is not prepared to go either in the way of legislation 
or in the direction of placing the sale of poison under administrative 
supervision. 



From A. P. Howell, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the GovernmeDt of India, Home 
Department, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — No. 744, dated 
Fort William, the 8th June 1874. 

In continuation of my letter No. 3 of the 2nd January last, I am 
directed to forward, for the information of the Government of Bengal, 

• XT KKKK A.A o^,i. mf I. , ^hc cncloscd correspondence* with 

* No. 555 A, dated 27tn March, from . i ^n, j. j* xi. -vt j.i_ 

North-western Provinces. t^® Ciovernment ot the JNortb- 

No. 743, dated 8th June 1874, to North- Western Provinces, from which it 
Western Provinces. ^ju \yQ g^^j^ ^j^^t on the representa- 

tion of that Government the whole question of legislation on the subject 
of the sale and possession of poisons has been reviewed by the Govern- 
ment of India, and that any further legislation in this direction has 
been decided against. 



Extract from the Jvdicial Proceedings of the Government of Bengal 

for the w^nth of March 1879,— iVb*. 37 ^ 38. 

Progs. No. 37. 

From 0. Robbbtson, Esq., Secretary to the Government of the North- Western Pro- 
vinces and Oudh, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, — No. 56, dated 
Allahabad, the 17th January 1879. 

From reports lately received from district officers there is reason to 
believe that the crime of cattle-poisoning which previous to the year 
1874 was very prevalent in some of the eastern districts of these pro- 
vinces, but which, owing to efforts made at that time for its repression 
seemed to have been stamped out, has lately re-appeared in the districts 
to the east of Allahabad, especially in Goruckpur, Azimgurh, and 
Ghazipur. It is also reported to exist in some of the adjoining districts 
under the jurisdiction of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal. 

2. Careful enquiries made by Mr. Spedding, the Officiating Ma- 
gistrate of Goruckpur, point to Dinapore and Patna as the local centre 
from which cattle-poisoning operations are carried on ; and facts now 
disclosed, coupled with facts which were brought to light in the inves- 
tigations of 1873 and 1874, seem to warrant the conclusion that the 
cattle-poisoners of this part of the country obtain their supplies of 
arsenic from dealers in Calcutta. 

3. The information now before His Honor gives the names of 
some persons in Calcutta who are believed on good grounds to supply 
arsenic in large quantities for the purpose of cattle-poisoning to the 
chamars of the districts above mentioned. And it is with a view of 

H 
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securing the co-operation of the Bengal Police in tracing the sources 
from which arsenic is obtained that I am now directed to address you. 

4. It may be mentioned that, on the 25th of October 1878, two 
chamars were arrested in the Goruckpur District on the charge of cattle- 
poisoning. Their homes being at Dinapore, a police officer was deputed 
to go to Dinapore and search their houses ; the result being that in the 
house of one of them 42 seers of white arsenic were found buried. 
The possession of so large a quantity of arsenic seems to argue that 
there is little difficulty felt in obtaining arsenic in large quantities. But 
as it is not sold to this extent in the bazaars of the North- Western 
Provinces, it is believed that the chamars have some peculiar &cilities 
for obtaining it at the place of import. 

5. The co-operation of the Bengal Police is therefore desired in 
the hope that the manner in which arsenic is obtained may be dis- 
covered. And this information would, it is believed, be a very material 
belp towards combating the crime. 

6. Mr. Spedding, the Officiating Magistrate of Goruckpur, has 
made careful enquiries on the subject, and is in possession of facts 
which it is hoped may lead to further discoveries, if enquiries are made 
in Calcutta. It would seem unnecessary to give details of these facts 
here, as they would more properly be disclosed to the police authorities 
at the time of investigation. 

7. I have therefore to request that, with the permission of His 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, you will issue such orders 
as will place Mr. Spedding in direct communication with the Commis- 
sioner of Police in Calcutta, and that such assistance may be afforded 
him as will ensure the enquiry into the facts, which he will then adduce, 
being thorough and successful. 



Copy forwarded to the Inspector General of Police of the North- 
western Provinces and Oudh for information. 



Copy forwarded to the Commissioner of the Benares Division for 
information. 



Progs. No. 38. 



From CoLMAN Macaulay. Es^q., Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
Judicial and Political Departments, to the Secretary to the Government of the 
North- Western Provinces and Oudh,^No. 683, dated Calcutta, the 8th February 
1879. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 56, 
dated the 1 7th January, and in reply to state, for the information of the 
Honourable the Lieutenant-Governor of the North- Western Provinces and 
Oudh, that orders have been issued to the Commissioner of Police, 
Calcutta, and to the Inspector General of Police, to afEord Mr. Spedding, 
the Ofliciating Magpistrate of Goruckpur, every assistance in their 
power in prosecuting the enquiries he wishes to make, with a view to 
discover the sources from which the arsenic used for poisoning cattle is 
obtained. 



59 

&. Mr, Spedding should be instructed to place himself in com- 
munication with both these officers, to each of whom a copy of the 
correspondence has been forwarded. 



No. 584. 



Copy of the correspondence forwarded to the Commissioner of 
Police^ Calcutta^ for information and guidance. 



No. 685. 



Copy of the correspondence forwarded to the Inspector General of 
Police^ Bengal^ for information and guidance. 



From F. C. Daukbs, Esq., Under Secretary to the Government of India, Ilome, 
Revenue and Agricultural Department, to the Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal,— No. 745, dated Simla, the 3rd July 1879. 

With reference to your letter to the Government of the North- 
Western Provinces and Oudh, No. 683, dated the 8th February last, 
I am directed to request that the Government of India may be favoured 
with any remarks which His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor may 
desire to ofEer in regard to the results which may be elicited by the en- 
quiries made by Mr. Spedding, Officiating Magistrate of Goruckpur, 
on the subject of the local centres from which cattle-poisoning opera- 
tions are conducted, and the alleged sources from which the arsenic used 
for poisoning cattle is obtained. 



From F. C. Daukes, Esq., Under Secretary to the Government of India, Home, 
Bevenue and Agricultural Department, to the Secretary to the Government of the 
North- Western Provinces and Oudh,— No. 746, dated Simla, the 3rd July 1879. 

With reference to your letter to the Government of Bengal, 
No. 56, dated the 17th January last, I am directed to request that, with 
the permission of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, the Government 
of India may be favoured with a report showing the result of the en- 
quiries made by Mr. Spedding, Officiating Magistrate of Goruckpur, on 
the subject of cattle-poisoning, and the local centres from which cattle- 
poisoning operations are conducted. 



From C. Robibtson, Esq., Secretary to the Government of the North- Western Pro- 
vinces and Oudh, to the Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, Home, 
Bevenue, and Ag^cultural Department^ — No. 1818, dated Camp Luoknow, the 
22nd November 1879. 

With reference to your letter No. 746, dated Srd July 1879, I am 
directed to forward the accompanying letter from the Inspector General 
of Police, North-Western Provinces and Oudh, No. 2265 A, dated 8th 
November 1879, and enclosures, showing the result of the enquiries 
made by Mr. Spedding, Officiating Magistrate of Goruckpur, in regard 
to the sale and use of arsenic for the purpose of cattle-poisoning. 
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2. Admitting that, for the reasons given in your demi-oflSeial con- 
fidential letter dated 18th September 1878, it is impossible to attempt 
to regulate the sale of all poisons, the Lieutenant-Governor and Chief 
Commissioner is of opinion that a strong case has been made out for 
regulating dealings in arsenic. Such regulations might fail to prevent 
cattle-poisoning, but they would tend to check this form of it ; and I 
am further to state that it is evidently desirable that an addition should 
be made to the Indian Penal Code, making it possible to punish those 
who have in their possession arsenic, under circumstances which leave no 
doubt that it is intended to be supplied or used for cattle-poisoning, as 
severely as those who are convicted of the crime of cattle-poisoning 
itself, and not merely with one-fourth of the punishment which is the 
maximum now awardable for the principal offence. 



From Colonel E. Ttbwhitt, Inspector General of Police, North-Western Provinces 
and Oudh, to the Secretary to the Government of the North-Western Provinces 
and Oudh, — No. 2265 A, dated Lucknow, the 8th November 1879. 

In continuation of the correspondence from Goruckpur on the sub- 
ject of cattle-poisoning, ending with North- Western Provinces Govern- 
ment Order No. 58, Judicial (Criminal) Department, dated 17th January 
1879, I have the honour to submit Mr. Spedding's report on the sale 
and use of arsenic for the purposes of cattle-poisoning. 

2. Rule 9 of Chapter 1 of Rules for Municipal Department (see 
Supplement, North-Western Provinces Government Gazette y dated 18th 
October 1879) will be rendered useless so long as the sale of arsenic in 
Calcutta remains on the footing described by the Deputy Commissioner 
of Calcutta Police in paragraph 7 of the report numbered 77, and dated 
the 11th October 1879, from the Magistrate of Goruckpur, herewith 
submitted. 



From C. A. Daniell, Esq., Officiating Commissioner, Benares Division, to the Inspect- 
or General of Police, North-Western Provinces and Oudh, — No. 286, dated the 
14th Ootoher 1879. 

In accordance with the orders conveyed in G. O. No. 58, Judicial 
(Criminal) Department, dated 17th January 1879, I have the honour 
to forward to you a copy of Mr. Spedding^s report regarding the sale 
and use of arsenic for the purposes of cattle-poisoning. The report 
is carefully drawn up and well worthy of the attention of the 
Government. 



From R. D. SPBDDiNa, Esq., Magistrate of Gfornckpur, to the Commissioner, Benares 
Division, — No. 77, dated Goruckpur, the 11th October 1879. 

In compliance with the instructions contained in the concluding 
paragraphs of Government letter No. 56, dated 17th January 1879, copy 
of which was forwarded by your docket No. 8 of 20th idem, I have the 
honour to submit my final report on the result of the enquiries into the 
sources from which arsenic used for cattle-poisoning in these Provinces is 
obtained. 
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Z, I had in the meantime submitted an intermediate report by 
letter No. 278, dated 24th July 1879, to the Secretary to Government, 
North- Western Provinces and Oudh, showing what had been done so 
far, and explaining that the delay was caused by the case against Lekha 
Chamar not having then been disposed of. He had been sent here under 
arrest from Dinapore on the 18 th July 1879. 

3. That case was only concluded on the 25th ultimo, the proceed- 
ings having been prolonged by the unwillingness of Lekha^s witnesses 
to appear in his defence. Warrants for their arrest were issued, and 
they came up from Calcutta on bail. 

4. The case was important, as proving that the same man had 
been concerned in dealings in arsenic in 1873 and again in 1878, supply- 
ing it in whol^esale quantities to be secretly sold for cattle-poisoning. 
It is still more important as shewing the impossibility of proving by 
enquiries in Calcutta how and from whom he obtained supplies of this 
most dangerous poison. It terminated in Lekha^s conviction, and he 
was sentenced to the maximum term of imprisonment, which can be 
awarded for such an abetment of the offence of mischief by cattle- 
poisoning. A copy of the judgment is now submitted, appended to the 
printed report, and manuscript notes on the subject of cattle-poisoning 
in this district. The latter had been obtained from the Secretary to 
Government, North- Western Provinces and Oudh, as an exhibit in 
Lekha^s case, and are now re-submitted. 

5. The enquiries made by the Deputy Commissioner of Police in 
Calcutta, while they failed to show by what agency Lekha had obtained 
the arsenic he had supplied to the Dinapore chamars, were still of value, 
as giving particulars of the import and sale of arsenic in Calcutta, which 
I could not otherwise have obtained. 

6. The Calcutta dealers or firms are given as seven in number : 
one is a Parsee firm, another a German establishment, and the third a 
Jewish merchant, the remainder are Native (Hindu) merchants. There 
being no rule to regulate sales of arsenic, no particulars could be obtained 
from any of these dealers as to consignments of arsenic for up-country. 
The day books of the dealers give the quantities sold by retail sale for 
cash, which vary from 4 chittacks to li maunds, but neither the names 
nor addresses of purchasers were taken. 

7. Mr. Lambert writes— ^^ Arsenic can be bought in Calcutta in 
quantities from one ounce to 100 cwt. by any one. It is sold as openly 
in the market as rice or any other food-grains.'' 

8. 'The average quantity at present imported at Calcutta is given 
as 1,600 cwt. per annum. This far exceeds the importations from 1851 
to 1855 which are given at page 132 of Chevers' Medical Jurispru- 
dence as— 

1851 ... ... ... 422 maunds. 



1852 
1853 

1854 
1855 



83 do. 

260 do. 

6 do. 

13 do. 



or an average of 112 cwt. per annum. The importation of arsenic 
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however, considerably increased in later years, as from the same statistics 
we have from— 

Average. 

1856 to 1859 ... ... ... 768 cwt. 

1860 to 1864 ... ... ... 787 do. 

1866 to 1869 ... ... ... 1,351 do. 

I omit from the calculation the import for 1865, recorded as 11,818 
cwt., which seems to be an error. 

9. The white oxide of arsenic (arsenious acid) is, as far as my 
experience goes, almost the only poison used for cattle-poisoning in this 
portion of the North- Western Provinces and in the neighbouring districts 
of Bengal. Of the numerous persons I have tried within the last six 
years (probably not far from two hundred souls) in only one case was the 
tersulphuret of arsenic (yellow orpiment, Aoreetal) employed, although the 
latter is also common in the bazaars. My notes show only three cases 
during the same period in which vegetable preparations were used. 

10. White arsenic is produced in Cornwall and in larger quantities 
in Germany, whence it is imported to Calcutta. Some is also imported 
from China. In the cases brought to light in 1858 it was found in a 
perfectly pure state with the chamars, in some instances divided into 
doses of from twelve to sixteen grains, ready to be administered to cattle. 
The enormous profits realized by its retail sale among chamars were also 
brought to light, and it was proved that, independently of the hide 
dealers, a number of chamars made a living by retailing arsenic through 
the villages. The prices realized were — 

By wholesale vendors at Dinapore, from Rs. 5 to Bs. 6 per seer. 

By the larger retail vendors, Bs. 25 per seer. 

By smaller retail vendors selling f of the Goruckpur pice for 4 
annas, Bs. 7$ per seer. 

The quantity of arsenic thus found in Grayan's house (which Lekha 
had supplied) would, had it reached the ultimate retail sale, have been sold 
for about Bs. 8,370. This is the form of traffic which should be suppressed. 

11. Although the evidence left no doubt that Lekha had supplied 
this arsenic to Gtiyan, it was impossible to prove whether Lekha brought 
it up himself from Calcutta or purchased it from dealers at Dinapore. I 
have made enquiries from the railway authorities and have obtained parti- 
culars of 50 consignments of arsenic, booked as such, and despatched to 
Dinapore, Patna and Bankipore, from Howrah and Calcutta, between 
January 1877 and March 1879. The quantity sent was— 

Mds. Seers. 

January to December 1877 ... .•. 165 6 

Ditto to ditto 1878 ... ... 89 11 

Ditto to ditto 1879 ... ... 46 30 

Total ... 801 7 



I 
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12. None of the consignees or of the senders seemed from their 
chalans to be chamars^ though it is quite possible that a good deal of the 
above arsenic may have eventually got into the hands of chamars. It 
was useless continuing the enquiry in this quarter^ as there is no rule re- 
quiring the consignees to keep an account of sales. If the chamars do 
not procure it at Dinapore itself through persons engaged in the hide 
trade^ they can^ it has been suggested^ bring it up from Calcutta in the 
bundles Natives carry with them in third class carriages. 

13. The local centres from which cattle-poisoning operations have 
been conducted have been shown from my enquiries to be identical with 
the large hide marts. Dinapore and Patna in Bengal^ and Bahorwa^ a large 
depdt in the north of the Azimgurh District, have undoubtedly had the 
largest share in supplying arsenic for the cattle-poisoning to this district. 

14. Cawnpore is the largest hide mart in the Upper Provinces, but 
it receives nearly all its supplies from up-country districts. Most of the 
hides exported from the Benares Division are sent to Patna and Dinapore, 
and thence to Calcutta. It is clearly from down-country that the means 
to commit the crime are procured for the eastern districts. 

15. One of the principal repressive measures should be to maintain 
a constant vigilance in each district on the part of the police and of 
owners of cattle. Such vigilant action is usually not commenced until a 
great part of the evil has been done. I am taking steps to have all 
chamars, who have been convicted of instigating or abetting cattle- 
poisoning by the sale of arsenic, placed under police surveillance by 
having them entered in the register of bad characters. There is no 
question as to their being persons of " suspicious livelihood. ^^ I consider 
that if this can be extended to other districts, it may have the best effect, 

16. Among preventive measures the most valuable of all would be 
to regulate the sale of arsenic. This has already been urged, but with- 
out effect, and yet I see no great diflSculty in the way. Such a measure 
would, in the first place, restrict the sale of arsenic within reasonable 
limits ; and, secondly, it would, if properly carried out, afford means of 
tracing the arsenic to those who originally supplied it. A stringent law 
regulating the sale of arsenic has been in force for many years in 
England without inconvenience to the public. 

17. I would not for the present advocate legislative interference, 
either with vegetable poisons or with certain coloured combinations of 
arsenic, such as orpiment and realgar {Aoreetal and munsul)^ which are 
common in Indian bazaars, and are used as pigments and for legitimate 
purposes. Substances like the above can nearly always be immediately 
detected by their colour, and the majority of the Native population do 
not regard them as being combinations of arsenic or poisonous. The 
less we do to initiate the people into the nature of poisons the better. 

18. If, for the present, operations were limited to the white oxide 
of arsenic and other colourless poisonous preparations of arsenic, it would 
very much simplify matters in the way of legislation. Such action would 
not interfere with trade or commercial interests to any extent. White 
oxide is not, as far £U3 1 can learn, of exclusive importsuice in any of the 
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arts or manufactures ; besides its medicinal uses (which would not be in- 
terfered with) it is used in the manufacture of shellac and of some kinds 
of paper, and is employed for mixing with whitewash and for preserv- 
ing timber. Orpiment and realgar are of greater use as dyes and pig- 
ments and for firework manufacture. Chamars sometimes say they use 
white arsenic in curing hides, but enquiries lead me to believe that 
this is false at any rate in this part of India ; and that if arsenic is said 
to be kept for ^^ curing hides^', it is probably intended for cattle-poison- 
ing. Dr. Chevers, in page 110 of his Medical Jurisprudence, refers to 
its use " in the preparation of the thicker kinds of leather by harness- 
makers, kc." but I have reason to believe that it is not necessary for 

. this work, as arsenic is not men- 

^'' "^ ^'^»'^^- tioned in the * on curing 

and tanning leather published in Appendix II. " Economic Products of 
the North- Western Provinces, Dyes and Tans.^^ Dr. Chevers describes 
'^ white arsenic as the most useless of all chemical substances,'^ and it 
certainly seems that it is so. 

19. I have compiled, from a Cyclopoedia, an abstract of the pro- 
visions of Act of Parliament 14 and 15 Vic, Cap. XIII., 1851, which 
is, I believe, the law at present in force in England for regulating 
the sale of arsenic. I do not foresee any dilBculty in introducing 
similar rules into India, provided that sufficient control can be exercised, 
in the first instance, over the importation and wholesale trade in arsenic 
at the port towns. 

20. The principal abstract rules for sale laid down by law in 
England are — 

("aj Definition, — The word " arsenic^' to include arsenious acid, 
the '^ arseniates,'' and all other colourless poisonous 
preparations of arsenic. 

(dj Extension of ^<?^.— The Act not to extend to arsenic used in 
compounding prescriptions nor to the wholesale trade. 

(c) Vend, — (1.) Every vendor of arsenic shall, before delivery 

of the same to the customer, enter in a book or books 
kept for the purpose the ^' date of sale'', ^^ name" '^ resi- 
dence of the purchaser" in full, his or her ^^ condition" 
or occupation, the '^ quantity" so sold, and '^ the purpose 
or purposes for which it is required." (2.) The form 
for this registration is given in the Schedule to the Act. 
The form when filled up is to be signed by the vendor 
and the purchaser. If the latter be unable to write, such 
fact shall be recorded in the form by the vendor. (3.) 
If a witness be required to the sale, the form shall bear 
his signature and place of abode. 

(d) Tend to strangers, — Arsenic is not to be sold to a stranger, 

unless in the presence of a witness acquainted with both 
vendor and purchaser. 

(e) Penalty for evading the Act either as vendor or purchaser, 

or witness^ fine of £20, 
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21. Some such rules might, I submit, be enforced by law without 
difficulty, provision being of course made for licensing or registering 
all vendors of arsenic, who alone should be allowed to obtain their sup- 
plies from the wholesale vendor or importer, 

22. I trust that this subject may receive from Government the 
attention which I am satisfied it deserves. 



CRIMINAL. 



GORUCKPUa DiSTEICT. 

In the Court of R. Deby Spedding, Magistrate. 



No. 


Complainant. 


Accused. 


Offence charged, quot- 
ing law applicable. 


Date of institu- 
tion of suit. 


81 of 1879 


Queen-Empress 


Lekha Chamar, son 
of Lachman, of 
Munshiganj^ Cal- 
cutta, 35. 


Abetment of mischief 
by cattle-poisoning, 
sections 116—429, 
Indian Penal Code. 


July 18th, 
1879. 



Judgment, — ^The circumstances which led to the prosecution of the 
accused in this case are detailed in the evidence of the witnesses Kamta 
Parshad and Ali Hassan^ police officers who were personally acquainted 
with the facts they deposed to regarding the system of cattle-poisoning 
which was brought to light in 1873, and the later cases which were tried 
in 1878. The printed and manuscript papers which are with the re- 
cord as Exhibit A (the printed report terminating with Government 
letter No. 555 A of 27th March 1874) are also connected with the 
same events. 

It is shewn that the first clue to connect Lekha Chamar with cattle- 
poisoning in this and neighbouring districts was elicited in 1874 on the 
trial of Bulaki Chamar, particulars of whose case are giving in para- 
graphs 16 — 20 of the Joint Magistrate's printed report. It is shewn 
that Bulaki was subsequently captured in Calcutta and was tried in 
Goruckpur and convicted under sections 109—429 by Mr. C. A. Daniell, 
Sessions Judge, on the 24th November 1874. The record of the case 
against Bulaki (Exhibit B) has been put in as evidence in this case, and 
is of value, as shewing that, when Bulaki was arrested in Calcutta^ 
he had been in a wine shop with Lekha (accused), to whom he was 
narrating the particulars of his escape from the Saran Police. On that 
occasion Bulaki had bribed the police constable and had carried away 
five seers of arsenic with him. 

The record further shows, and Kamta Parshad's evidence proves, 
that, on his preliminary trial before the Magistrate on the 22nd Septem- 
ber 1874, Bulaki stated that Lekha Chamar had brought the arsenic to 
his house. 
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Bulaki also named Lekha as a witness for his defence in the Ses- 
sions Court. Lekha at first absconded, but was eventually sent up 
and was examined by the Sessions Judge of Goruckpur. Mr. Daniell 
has recorded it in his judgment as proved that " Lekha himself is one 
of the chief workers in tiie matter.^' The Court would have directed 
Lekha's trial for pei^'ury in that case had it not been for the difficulty 
of obtaining evidence from Calcutta. 

The suspicious points against Lekha as entered in the record of 
" Reg. vs. Bulaki'^ are in this case only put forward as corroborative 
evidence. Lekha is actually charged with abetment of the offence of 
cattle-poisoning committed ^ a still later date. 

The cases connected with the present trial occurred at the close of 

1878. The records filed as Exhibit 
• Caaes teminating with the conviction ^^ ^^^ ^^^ evidence of the Inspect- 
of Uayan unamar. at tt it i -n *• 

or All Hassan, prove that one Rajju 

Chamar, a retail vendor of arsenic, was arrested in this district in Sep- 
tember 1878 in the act of selling it for cattle-poisoning purposes. 
Bajju confessed that the arsenic had been supplied him by Nundlal 
Chamar, another retail vendor, who lived at Bahorwa, a larg^e hide mart 
in the Azimgurh District. Proceedings were taken against Nundlal, and 
If seers of white oxide of arsenic were found hidden in his house. 
Nundlal confessed that he had purchased it for the cattle-poisoning trade 
from Gayan, of Dinapore. After his conviction Nundlal was sent down 
to Dinapore, and proceedings were taken against Gayan. Nundlal was 
employed to purchase, and actually did buy, from Giiyan five seers of 
arsenic warranted as the correct poison for destroying cattle '^gorU mdme 
wdld 8unlchujA?^ On Gayan's premises being searched, 45 J seers 
of white oxide of arsenic were found, the greater part of which was 
buried three feet deep in a large earthen vessel. 

Gayan was put on his trial and made a similar statement to that 
of Bulia»ki four years previously, viz.^ that Lekha Chamar had brought 
the arsenic to his house. 

Seven Chamars were convicted of various forms of abetment of 
cattle-poisoning in connection with Gayan^s case, and the circumstances 
were reported to the Commissioner, with a view to further enquiry as 
to the sources from whence the arsenic was obtained^ and to the institu- 
tion of proceedings against Lekha. 

The requisite instructions having been obtained, a search warrant, 
and afterwards a warrant of arrest, were issued against Lekha, but he 
could not be found in Calcutta, nor was anything heard of him until 
June 1879, when he was arrested. He was forwarded in custody 
from Dinapore on 7th July 1879, reaching Goruckpur on the 18th 
idem. 

Additional corroborative evidence as regards the possession of arse- 
nic was obtained on the search of Lekha^s house in the Patna District, 
when some powder, which a memorandum from the Civil Surgeon of 
Patna shows to have contained arsenic, was found in an earthen vessel 
in the house. 
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In tliid trial the evidence of Gayan had been recorded^ and he 
clearly identified the accused and swore that the arsenic found in his 
house was brought to him and left with him by Lekha^ accused. This 
evidence and the corrobomtive fac£s deposed to by the remaining wit-> 
nesses for the prosecution^ and proved from the exhibits^ are^ in the 
opinion of the Courts amply sujBScient to prove against Lekha abet- 
ment of the offence punishable under sections 116—429 of the Indian 
Penal Code. Lekha altogether fails to disprove any of the facts alleged 
to show his trade in arsenic for nefarious purposes. 

The ruling of the High Court, North-Western Provinces, in the 
case of Bulaki, who had been originally convicted under sections 109— 
429, Indian Penal Code, and sentenced to five years' rigorous impri- 
sonment, establishes the precedent that the conviction of the more 
heinous description of abetment cannot stand. Had a conviction 
under sections 109 — 429 been possible, Lekha would have been com- 
mitted for trial to the Court of Sessions, as there is no doubt that 
much of the arsenic used or to be employed for cattle-poisoning in this 
district has been obtained from, or supplied by, the accused. 

Criminal knowledge that the arsenic was to be used for cattle- 
poisoning and that he supplied it for that purpose, must be presumed 
against Lekha— ;;^r^, from his total denial and from his assertion that 
he does not know what arsenic is ; secondly, from his unwillingness to 
appear in Bulaki's case ; and, lastly, from his absconding and his plea 
of enmity with Oayan in this case. Had he been an honest trader in 
arsenic for lawful purposes, and had he admitted the fact, the burden 
of proof as to his criminal intention would then have rested with the 
prosecution. 

Regarding the ventte, the case in point of jurisdiction i» similar 
to that of Bulaki, where the offence of abetment had also been commit- 
ted at Dinapore, the offence actually abetted having been committed in 
this district* 

The plea of accused a» to enmity with Gayan entirely breaks 
down. The reeord of the case he referred to (Mahes^h vs. Shin Balak) 
was sent for from Calcutta and examined. There was nothing in it to 
support the allegation of accused that Gayan had named him through 
enmity. 

The unwillingness of the two witnesses for accused (Phulel Chamar 
and Bamlall Baniya, who had eventually to be arrested in Calcutta) to 
appear in this case leads to the suspicion that they may be accomplices 
with Lekha in the secret trade of arsenic. They affected to be merely 
accidentally acquainted with the accused, and stated that he was a 
shoemaker. They professed to be ignorant of his frequent absences from 
Calcutta or of the cause thereof. 

The enquiries made in connection with this case, while they prove 
conclusively that Lekha was engaged in secret dealings in arsenic to be 
sold to cattle-poisoners between 1874 and 1878 fail to show how he 
procured it, and whether he himself brought it up-country from 
Calcutta, or whether he purchased it in the Dinapore market. The 
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majority of the Calcutta dealers in arsenic keep no accounts of sales, 
and were unable to give the Deputy Commissioner of Police the names 
of persons to whom the arsenic was sold. It was only from the railway 
authorities that information could be obtained that large quantities of 
arsenic are regularly sent up to Dinapore and Patna in the ordinary 
course of traffic. The conclusion is inevitable that some restriction 
should be placed by law in the indiscriminate sale of so dangerous a 
poison. 

As to the amount of punishment proper for Lekha, I have already 
recorded that, had there been possibility of a conviction under section 
109, Indian Penal Code, he would have been committed for trial. As 
this is not the case, the maximum term of fifteen months^ rigorous 
imprisonment will be awarded, with a fine similar in amount to that 
ordered to be paid by Bulaki and Gayan. It may be noticed that the 
fine of Bs. 100 each inflicted on each of the above chamars was reali- 
zed at once, showing that the secret trade in arsenic on a wholesale scale 
is doubtless a lucrative one. 

The Court finds that Lekha Chamar is guilty of the ofPence 
charged, viz., that he abetted the offence of mischief by cattle-poisoning 
and thereby committed an offence punishable under sections 116—429 
of the Indian Penal Code, and the Court directs that the said Lekha 
Chamar be rigorously imprisoned for fifteen months, and be fined 
Rs. 100, or in default be further rigorously imprisoned for three 
months. 



From E. Stack, Esq., Offg. Under Secretary to the GoTemment of India, Hame, 
Revenue and Agricultural Department, to the Secretary to the Governments of 
Madras and Punjab, the Chief Commissioners of the Central Provinces, British 
Burma and Assam, and the Resident at Hyderabad, — ^Nos. 6 — 307 to 312, dated 
Fort William, the 20th March 1880. 

I am directed to forward the accompanying communication''^ from 

the Qt)vemment of the North- 

* akfendot^.^^"^ ^''''^"'^^' ^®^^' Western Provinces and Oudh on the 

subject of certain enquiries made by 
Mr. Spedding, Officiating Magistrate of Goruckpur, in regard to the 
sale and use of arsenic for the purpose of cattle-poisoning, 

2. I am to enquire whether ^ would advise the enactment of any 

» Madras ... His Gra^e the Governor in Council 1?^ , restnctmg 

Punjab ., . His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor **^® sale ot arsenic 

Central Provinces ...^ as proposed by 

I^m^''™* -[you the Government 

Hyderabad '.['.) of the North- 

Western Provin- 
ces and Oudh ; and, if so, to request that you will be good enough to 
state how far arsenic may be regarded as necessary for manufactures, 
t the Madras Presidency. I Assam. such as tanning 

i!?® S^°L^^^-o- . I *^® Hyderabad Assigned or the curinff of 

the Central Provinces. [ Districts. i,:j^„ • P 

British Burma. I hides, m f 
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From E. Stack, Esq., OfFg. Under Secretarj to the Goyerament of India, Home, 
Revenue and Agriomltnral Department, to the Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal,— No. 313, dated Fort William, the 20th March 1880. 

With reference to the letter from this Department No. 746, dated 
the 8rd July last, I am directed to forward the accompanying communi- 
cation* from the Government of 
* No. 1818, dated 22nd November 1879. ^^^ North-Westem Provinces and 
and encioeures. ^a ai. i. • a.i. m. ^ -ak- 

Oudh, shewing the results of Mr. 

Spedding's enquiries in regard to the sale and use of arsenic for the pur- 
pose of cattle-poisoning. 

2. I am to enquire whether His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor 
would advise the enactment of any law restricting the sale of arsenic as 
proposed by the Government of the North- Western Provinces and 
Oudh ; and, if so, to request that you will be good enough to state 
how far arsenic may be regarded as necessary for manufactures, such 
as tanning or the curing of hides in the Lower Provinces. 



From E. Stack, Esq., Offg. Under Secretary to the Government of India, Home, 
Ee venue and Agricultural Department, to the Secretarj to the Government of 
Bombay,— No. 314, dated Fort William, the 20th March 1880. 

With reference to the correspondence ending with your letter* 

• F«i. page 94 of Selection No. CLXYII. ST" "^' ^^^ ^^^ 19th Februapr 

1869, regarding the working of the 

Bombay Act VIII. of 1866 (to regulate and restrict the sale of 

poisons), I am directed to forward 

From Government, North-Westem Pro- ^ copy of the papers marginally 

vinces and Oudh, No.' 1818, dated 22nd , jf^ j , i*^ Vxi_ "^&*"*"V 

November 1879, and enclosures. noted, and to ask whetner the Uov- 

Home Department circular letters to the emment of Bombay are in a position 

Governments of Madrae, Ben^, to furnish any further report on the 

Puniab, &c., Nos. 6 — 307 to 312, dated r • j. tj. i j t. j • 1 1 

20th March 1880. subject. It would be desirable to 

learn whether His Excellency the 
Governor in Council is in possession of any facts to shew whether the 
effects of the Act in the Bombay Presidency have been such as to 
warrant the enactment of a law for regulating dealings in arsenic, as 
proposed by the Government of the North-Western Provinces and Oudh. 



From R. Davidson, Esq., c. s. i., Chief Secretary to the Government of Madras, to 
the Secretary to the Government of India, Home, Revenue and Agricultural 
Department, — No. 1429, dated Ootacamund, the 16th June 1880. 

With reference to your letter, dated the 20th March 1880, No. 5— 
S07, 1 am directed to transmit, for the information of the Government 

of India, copies o£ the Proceedings 
^l 'S ^^ I5?h i^r S: of ,, this Government mar^nally 
No. 1428, dated 16th June 1880. noted, and to state that it does not 

appear that arsenic is used in this 
Presidency for tanning or curing hides. 

2. His Grace the Governor in Council is however of opinion that 
the sale of arsenic may be restricted in this Presidency without any 
reasonable objection, but that any law on the subject should be uniform 
throughout India. 
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Extract from the FrooeedingB of the Government of Madras in the Jndicial Depart-* 

ment,— No. 1844^ dated the 21st August 1876. 

Ilea4 the following papers : 

From W. Logan, Esq., Acting District Magistrate of Malabar, to the Officiating 
Chief Secretary to the Government of Madras, — ^No. 43, dated Calicut, the 25th 
Jane 1875. 

I have the honour to enclose a copy of the South Malabar Sessions 
Judge^s decision in the case of Begina v. Naraina Putter and Krishna' 
Putter, who were charged before him with the murder by poisoning of 
the late Sheristadar of my office, Krishna Putter. 

i. You will see that the accuseds were respectively the only son 
and the cook of the unfortunate deceased, and that they have both been 
sentenced to death. 

3. I need not allude to the circumstances further than that the 
deceased, after performing his accustomed duties at this office, went 
home in his usual state of health, took his evening meal admittedly pre- 
pared for him by the second accused, was immediately thereafter taken 
ill and, after a night of violent sufferings, died in the early morning. 
After his death, the news of which spread consternation over the town, 
the idea that he had been poisoned was so scouted, especially by those 
who had been his most intimate friends, that Mr. Cole, the Deputy 
Magistrate, who was early at the spot, consented to allow the body to 
be burned without a post mortem examination ; and, but for Mr. Cole's 
cautious foresight in scraping up the soil at the-places, where the de» 
ceased had vomited, it is not too much to say that th,e death would have 
been unanimously ascribed to cholera. So Httle suspicion was there at 
the time against the inmates of the house that they were allowed to ga 
at large and were not taken into custody until the receipt of the Chemi- 
mical Examiner's report, about a fortnight later, put it beyond a doubt 
that the deceased had been poisoned by arsenic. Mr. Buick then put 
the case into the hands of the Special Assistant Magistrate, Mr. 
Winterbotham, who conducted it throughout with great skill and energy. 
He was able to accumulate such a mass of evidence as to prove, beyond 
a doubt, that the son poisoned his father in order to be rid of the vexa- 
tious restraint which the father had, with good reason, imposed on his 
conduct. I fully concur in the Sessions Judge's remarks attributing to 
Messrs. Cole and Winterbotham the merit of having brought this dia- 
bolical and unnatural crime to light. 

4. The occurrence, now that all its secret bearings have been 
brought to light, has served only to intensify the feeling of consterna- 
tion which the sudden death of so conspicuous a man created ; and the 
thought that has since then been uppermost in most Native minds is — 
if the murderers of such a man almost succeeded in escaping detection, 
what safety is there for any one else so long as arsenic can be bought 
by the cwt. almost in every bazaar ? The feeling is unanimous that the 
sale of poisons, particularly of arsenic, should be stringently supervised. 
In this present case, although my office dresser was in attendance during 
the last moments of the deceased, he was evidently unable to distin- 
guish the symptoms of arsenical poisoning from the ordinary symptoms 
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of cholera; and, indeed. Medical Jurists say that it requires very close 
observation indeed to distinguish between them. I quote from Dr. 
Norman Chevers' work, page 115: "Dr. Morehead says ^ * * ^l 
am sure from my own observations in Bombay that criminal poisoning, 
chiefly by arsenic, is not rare, and that the great colapse, which speedily 
comes on after a large quantity of the poison has been taken, sufficient- 
ly resembles that of cholera to render the mistake, in cholera seasons, 
when suspicion has not been aroused, by no means an improbable one.' '^ 
This present case gives point to these remarks, because I am quite con- 
vinced that, had epidemic cholera been prevalent in Calicut at the time 
Krishna Putter was murdered, no suspicion would ever have arisen, and 
his son and his cook would not, at this present moment, be lying in jail 
under sentence of death. A very widespread feeling of insecurity has 
been aroused throughout the district, and I do not think I should be 
doing my duty if I did not bring to the notice of Government the 
equally widespread conviction among all classes — Hindu and Moplah— • 
that some restriction should be placed on the sale of poisons, and more 
particularly on that of arsenic. 

5. I presume that if the High Court ^' decide to hear the appeaF' 
{section 279, Criminal Procedure Code) which the prisoners in this case 
have made, I will receive notice of it, and I will then again address 
Government and request that the Government Pleader may be directed 
to oppose it at the final hearing. 



Prom A. J. SxiTiJEtT, Esq., Acting Sessions Judge of Calicut, to the Acting Begistrar of 
the High Court of Judicature, Appellate Side, Madras, — dated Calicut, the — - 
June 1875. 

I have the honour to forward the reference in the case of 
Naraina Putter and Krishna Putter, prisoners in case No. 32 of 187 5^ 
who have been sentenced by me to death, and who, when asked 
whether they had any intention of appealing against that sentence, 
replied in the affirmative, and on the 18th instant presented an appeal 
petition through their Counsel, Mr, Lanauze, which is herewith for- 
warded. 

2. The accused are charged— the first with instigating, the second 
with carrying out, the murder of the late Sheristadar of the Collector's 
Office, Malabar, by means of arsenic administered to him in his food* 
The first prisoner is the late Sheristadar's Bon, and the second was his 
cook. 

3. That the late Sheristadar died from the effects of arsenic is 
proved by the following facts established very clearly : 

IsL — That the day before the night in which he was taken ill and 
died was spent by him in his usual manner at 
the Collector's Office, from which he returned home 
in his ordinary health and in his ordinary state of 
mind. 
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2»£?.«— That^ within half an hour of his finishing his evening meal> 
in which the poison was administered^ he was ta^en ill 
with vomiting and purging^ succeeded hy a burning 
pain in the stomachy pains in his body^ and other 
symptoms corresponding with those described by the 
Civil Surgeon as peculiar to arsenical poison^ and also 
with the symptoms given in " Taylor On Poisons'' as 
due to arsenic^ and that he died at 5 o'clock in the 
mornings within ten hours of the time he was taken ill. 

8rrf,— That the matter vomited and pui^ed by him, after careful 
removal by the Deputy Magistrate, Mr. Cole, the 
morning after his death, being sent to the Chemical 
Examiner, is proved by his report to have contained 
more -than nine g^ins of white arsenic, — ^two grains 
being a dose sufficient to poison a man. 

4. That he was poisoned in the food taken in the evening meal of 
the day he died is proved by the discovery, by the Chemical Examiner, 
of traces of arsenic in a stone cooking utensil used to hold butter- 
milk or curry and in a half cocoanut-shell used to serve the same 
from the utensil. In both the arsenic formed a white filmy sediment 
adhering to the bottom and sides of the utensils, sufficiently distinct 
to attract the attention of the Town Magistrate, who searched the 
house and found the utensils, while the vessels are proved by the 
admission of the cook (second prisoner) never to have been used after 
the evening meal in question, and by the statement of the first prisoner 
were placed with all the other pots in an upstair room on the day 
following the night of the Sheristadar's death, where they were 
locked and sealed by him and left undisturbed until found by the 
Sub-Magistrate. Arsenic was also found in sand scraped up by the 
Special Assistant Magistrate from the sink, and the gutter leading from 
the sink in the kitchen. 

From the fact that the Sheristadar, as a Brahmin, could not have 
eaten anything, either while at cutcherry or afterwards, until he had 
bathed, without defiling himself, and that immediately after bathing he 
is proved and admitted to have sat down to his evening meal, about half 
an hour after which he was taken ill j 

That he is admitted and proved to have eaten nothing besides his 
meal except a piece of a sweetmeat brought to the house by a man, one 
of the witnesses, admitted and proved to have been an intimate biend 
of deceased, and against whom no suspicion has ever been raised. 
The sweetmeats, moreover, are proved to have been shared by several 
other people, who are satisfactorily shown to have suffered no ill-effects 
from them. Further, the small portion of sweetmeat eaten by the 
deceased is admitted to have been taken after his evening meal and 
immediately before he was taken ill, while the first vomit in which the 
food last taken must have been ejected is shown by the Examiner to 
have contained " very little arsenic," and the time after swallowing it 
and before vomiting was not sufficient to allow of the poison, if there 
were any in it^ acting. 



73 

5. It is admitted^ because it cannot be denied^ that the cook 
(second prisoner) prepared and served this meal. Tne cook and the 
first prisoner (the son) were both examined with promptness and 
foresight by Mr. Cole, the Deputy Magistrate, on the morning of the 
Sheristadar^s death, many days before the Chemical Examiner^s report 
arrived, and until which time, as Mr. Cole deposes, every one about 
him ridiculed the idea of the Sheristadar having died of poison. To 
his foresight is due very important admissions made by both the accused 
before they had time to prepare any false account and before they 
realized the direction in which it would be necessary to defend them- 
selves by such means. Unless, therefore, there was some' one who 
could have, and would have, slipped the poison into the food either 
while preparing or while being served, it must be that the second 
prisoner is the poisoner. It is admitted that at the time of the meal 
there were no other persons in the house except the first and second 
prisoners, a school-boy who was patronized (" protected^^) by the deceased, 
a small servant (age fifteen) employed to wash his clothes and prepare 
flowers for poojah, and a Brahmin traveller who begged for a meal that 
evening and got one from the Sheristadar^s charity, was a stranger to 
Calicut, and passed on to the south at once. No one has suspected any 
of these persons, and it is clear that they none of them had either motive 
or opportunity such as would make it at all possible that they could have 
attempted such a crime. 

6. Lastly, as motive for this act of the second prisoner, it is 
admitted, as well as proved, that on the day following the death of 
the Sheristadar he was in possession of the title-deed to land purchased 
by the Sheristadar for Rs. 1,050, having up to that time liad only 
his food and clothing from his master ; in other words, is suddenly 
raised by the death of his master from a condition of poverty and 
dependence to one, for his position, of wealth and independence — a change 
the direct result of the death of the Sheristadar. 

7. That the first prisoner instigated the second prisoner to commit 
this crime is proved by the following facts : 

(1.) It is admitted that these documents were made over to 
second prisoner, on the very day at the dawn of which 
the Sheristadar died, by the first prisoner. 

(2.) It is proved that three or four days before the death the 
first prisoner made inquiries before witnesses as to the 
nature and effect of arsenic in connexion with the 
suicide lately committed of a lad known to him and the 
witness with whom he conversed. 

(3.) It is proved that about the same time he sent his father's 
peon to the bazaar to buy arsenic of three kinds, aconite 
and other poisons. 

(4.) It is proved that during the progress of the Sheristadar's 
last meal the first prisoner twice asked witness Madava 
Row, a friend of the late Sheristadar, to go and see 
what his father was eating, and went himself over for 
the same purpose. 
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(5.) It is proved that in an almirah in an upstair. Toom, locked 
and sealed by himself before he left his father^s house, 
and found with seals intact by the Sub-Magistrate, 
was discovered a parcel of books and papers, most of 
them proved to belong to him, and which he admitted 
he put there, a paper containing forty grains of white 
arsenic. 

(6.) It is shown by two letters addressed by his fathier to him, 
and by a letter from him to his father, that his father 
was not satisfied with his conduct, and by other 
witnesses that he was kept strictly to the house by his 
father in Calicut and not allowed to go to Palghaut, 
where he wanted to go, and that he considered himself 
in the light of a prisoner in his father's house. 

Prom the above facts I conclude that, horrible and unnatural as 
the crime is, the first prisoner did instigate the murder of his father 
with a view to relieve himself from a control which galled him, and to 
make himself independent and free, to go where and live how he pleased. 
It is possible that he at first contemplated suicide, attracted by the 
example of the boy above mentioned, who was in something of a similar 
position, being in disgrace with his parents. This supposition is borne 
out by the evidence of a friend and neighbour of the family, who 
deposes that in the evening on which the poison was administered, 
before the Sheristadar came home from office, the first prisoner asked 
witness to sleep with him saying that he might die in the night. 

8. With the exception of the fact of the purchase of the poison 
all the above facts are proved by clear and unimpeachable evidence and 
witness. As regards this fact, in spite of the apparent improbability 
of the witness' story, I consider that the man's statements are, in the 
main, true because he had no reason whatever to invent lies against 
his master's son — not ihe slightest ground of enmity is even alleged 
against him ; because, both before me and before the Special Assistant 
Magistrate, he gave his evidence in a straightforward and simple manner 
as an ignorant but honest peon (he was the late Sheristadar's peon) 
might do. It is true that he declares that he did not know that arsenic 
was poison, and he did not come forward until long after the Sherista- 
dar's death. The former fact I cannot believe. As regards the second^ 
he says that it was the finding of the arsenic in the almirah that made 
him think of giving information. 

9. I must here give the following facts ad proved by the 
evidence : 

(1.) The Sheristadar died at the dawn of the 7th May. On 
the same morning, Mr. Cole, Deputy Magistrate, 
entertaining some suspicion, which, however, was not 
then shared by the Natives about, stopped the burning 
of the body, went to the house and very carefully 
took up with a knife the vomits and purgings of the 
Sheristadar, keeping each separate and labelling them 
with due precaution on the spot. These were afterwards 
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sent in the same careful manner to the Chemical 
Examiner. The same day he took very important 
statements from the two prisoners, who were then 
permitted to go, and no more notice was taken of them 
for a fortnight. 

(2.) * The first prisoner put away all the property in the house 
in two rooms upstairs, locked and sealed them, and, 
in company with the boy-servant and school-boy before 
mentioned, went away to Palghaut, where he remained 
until he was arrested after the receipt of the Chemical 
Examiner's report. The second prisoner remained in the 
house of one of the witnesses, a neighbour of the 
Sheristadar, took his meals there, and kept the key of 
the house, the first prisoner having taken the key of the 
upstair rooms with him. 

(3.) The Chemical Examiner's report was received on the 19th 
afternoon and kept secret until the next morning at 
8 o'clock, when the Deputy Magistrate and Town 
Magistrate went to the Sheristadar's house and examined 
the doors, and, finding them locked, posted a guard 
over the house pending the arrival of the first prisoner. 
He arrived under escort on the evening of the 21st, 
and on the 22nd, about noon, was taken by the Town 
Magistrate to the Sheristadar's house, where a search 
was made and the parcel with the forty grains of 
arsenic found in one room and the stone vessel and half 
cocoanut-shell with arsenic in them in another. These 
were carefully transferred to the safe in the Magistrate's 
Cutcherry, and eventually to the Chemical Examiner. 
A statement was also taken from the first prisoner by 
the Town Magistrate. 

(4.) On the 25th, the Special Assistant Magistrate having been 
directed by the District Magistrate to take up the case, 
in company with the Town Magistrate, again visited 
the house and found in the kitchen sink, and on re- 
moving one of the stones in the gutter leading from it, 
some white substance mixed with sand which proved to 
be arsenic. From the 24th to the 28th waa employed 
by the Special Assistant in making previous inquiries 
of the second accused and of witnesses afterwards 
examined, and on the 28th a regular preliminary 
inquiry in open Court commenced. 

(5.) It will be seen that until the discovery of the packet of 
arsenic in the Sheristadar's house on the 22nd no clear 
suspicion was aroused and no witnesses examined; but 
the inquiry once commenced, the statements already 
made by the accused, and the many respectable persons 
who were well known to have attended the Sheristadar 
during his last illness, fm*nished ready material for 
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the inquiry. It is not, therefore, very surprising that 
the peon, whose evidence I have criticised, should say 
nothing, possibly suspect nothing, so atrocious and 
unnatural as parricide, until definite and clear evidence 
i*aised his suspicion. 

10. The defence made by the first prisoner wafe briefly as 
follows : 

His father had been ailing for some days before the day on which he 
died. On that day, when he returned from cutcherry, he complained 
of nausea, and, after his meal, ate a part of the sweetmeats brought by 
one of the witnesses, and shortly after began to vomit and said that he 
thought that the sweetmeats had disagreed with him. In spite of 
medical attendance and care he grew worse and worse, purged and 
vomited frequently, and finally, when near death, told first prisoner to 
give to second prisoner what he (the Sheristadar) had intended for him 
as dhknam (a gift), by which prisoner understood the deeds of the land 
above referred to, which, prisoner says, had been promised to the cook 
by the Sheristadar several times previously. It is in this manner that 
he accounts for the bequest of the lands. As regards the arsenic found 
in the almirah, he suggests that some one of the persons who came 
with the Sub-Magistrate to search the house brought the arsenic in his 
pocket and put it there, and, as to the evidence of the peon, who says 
prisoner sent him to buy poison, he says he has nothing to say except 
that all are against him. 

11. The night of the Sheristadar^s death may conveniently be 
divided into three portions, viz., from the time he was taken ill to the 
time when a Native doctor was called in ; second, from this time to 
when his medicines being of no use, the Collector's dresser was called 
in; and from that time to the death. Now, it is proved that two 
intimate friends of the Sheristadar were present when he was taken ill, 
and that two others came in later, while, as he grew worse, others came 
in, and that there was no time during his illness during which some 
one or more of the witnesses were not present. It is very natural, and 
is distinctly made out by the evidence, that there was no time during 
the night that some one or more of these friends were not present, and 
this would be the more probable the worse the illness })ecame. All these 
witnesses swear that no such bequest to the cook was made by the 
deceased in their hearing. 

(il.) On the other hand, the first prisoner, when examined on the 
7th, immediately after the death of the Sheristadar, fixed the time at 
which this bequest was made as ^^ when the dresser went to call the 
Civil Surgeon ;'' stated that he was then alone with his father, and that 
his father took this opportunity to bid him " be of good cheer and 
spend his (the father's) earnings with a light heart, and give the second 
accused without delay the lands he (the father) had obtained from the 
Kavalapara Nair'' (these being the lands for which the late Sheristadar 
had paid Rs. 1,050). During the inquiry subsequently made in his 
presence by the Special Assistant Magistrate, it was clearly proved 
that at the time mentioned there were several persons present, and that 
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the Sheristadar was in such a state of collapse that he could not have 
spoken at all. 

(3.) When examined by the Special Assistant Magistrate he varied 
his statement by throwing back the time to just before the dresser 
came. Finding, by the time of the prosecution before me, that it is 
clearly proved that several persons were present at that time and heard 
no such bequest in his statement to me, he makes a third variation, viz., 
that his father spoke to him when the dresser had gone to fetch 
medicines, and he now so puts the expressions made use of by his 
father that they would have no meaning to by-standers and required 
9 previous clear and definite understanding between him and his father 
that the gift of the lands was to be made to the second prisoner. In 
describing this the accused continued : ^^ In saying this my father tried 
to rise resting upon me, but fell back exhausted ; those toko were by 
said that there is a sign of death, and I told lyattera Putter, one of the 
witnesses, to ask if the dhknam (gift to Brahmins and priests before 
death) should be given.^^ Thus out of his own mouth it appears that 
there were persons present and that lyattera Putter ,was one of them, 
and the prisoner is not stating the truth when he says he was left alone. 
Moreover, as above stated, his father was in a state of collapse, and 
unable to speak at the time the dresser left. 

(4.) With this must be considered the fact that, if such a transac- 
tion had taken place, it could only have been by the Sheristadar, in his 
last moments, and when in great agony, taking no notice of his preg- 
nant wife and young daughter, while he took thought and made provision 
for his cook. But in his last statement before me prisoner makes 
another alteration and explains that the land to be given to the second 
prisoner was distinctly understood by his father and all parties to be in 
trust only, about quarter for the use of the cook, the remainder to be 
employed in feeding Brahmins and keeping up a water-pandal. Nothing 
of this understanding was mentioned by prisoner either to Mr. Cole or 
the Special Assistant Magistrate. 

12. Another point in the defence is an attempt to prove that the 
school-boy, Muthu Raman, ate with the deceased, and of the same food. 
This boy and the young cook, Ananda Raman, both went with the first 
prisoner to Palghaut and remained there with him for more than ten 
days after the Sheristadar's death, exposed, as the Special Assistant 
Magistrate points out, to the influence of himself and his relatives. 
Their evidence is therefore to be received with caution. The school-boy 
deposes before me that he ate in the same room with the Sheristadar, 
and was served on a separate leaf, but with the same food ;. also that 
the Sheristadar ate faster than he did and finished his meal first. There 
is strong evidence to show that the boy did not eat with the Sheris- 
tadar ; but, even if he did, it may easily have happened that one of the 
courses of which then were served to the Sheristadar was served to him 
in a different vessel. The small servant, the first accused himself, and 
the Brahmin traveller, who are all represented to have had the same 
rice, are admitted not to have eaten in the same room with the Sherista- 
dar, and would easily be served from separate vessels without the fact 
being noticed. 
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13. In the course of his statement to Mr. Cole on the day suc- 
ceeding the night of the Sheristadar's deaths the first accused admitted 
that he himself ate one of the sweetmeats. Both before the Special 
Assistant Magistrate and before me, the school-boy, Muthu Baman^ 
states that he ate part of the sweetmeat without any effect similar to 
that on the Sheristadar. The small servant also states before the Special 
Assistant and before me that he ate a part of the sweetmeats without 
ill consequence. 

The first accused, subsequently when examined by the Special 
Assistant Magistrate, stated that he had falsely told Mr. Cole that 
he had eaten one of the sweetmeats because he feared otherwise Mr» 
Cole would prevent the burning of the body. 

14. The second prisoner, as above stated, makes no defence, and 
contents himself with denying all concern in the murder. He asserts 
in his previous statement that the land was promised to him by the 
Sheristadar, but says nothing about any conditions. From the evidence 
it appears that the man got only food and clothing from his master, 
but that his master had paid his marriage expenses, and had once 
or twice said in a general way that something must be done for the 
cook. 

15. It is suggested, on the part of the defence, that the Sherista- 
dar may have taken the arsenic himself. Apart from the fact that no 
motive for such an act has been even imagined by any one, the Sherista- 
dar was seen and conversed with by several of the witnesses who declare 
he was in his usual health. Even the accused do not attempt. to show 
any conduct on his part suggestive of such an intention. The Sheris- 
tadar^s conduct and the expression made use of by him during his 
illness, on the contrary, show that at first he ascribed his attack to 
indigestion and thought with the Native doctor that it would pass off, 
and that he conducted himself in a natural manner during his illness. 

16. The case rests partly on admission made by the accused,* 
partly on facts discovered by the Chemical Examiner, and the remainder 
on the evidence of witnesses. These are all of them persons in res- 
pectable positions, most of them in the various oflices of Government 
and friends and neighbours of the deceased, or professional men called 
in to treat him. Their statements at the different examinations to 
which they have been subjected do not vary materially, and, with the 
exception above referred to — of the peon who purchased the arsenic, 
and of the school-boy Muthu Raman, and the small servant Ananda 
Raman, also remarked upon — ^are, in my opinion, entitled to every 
credit. There was nothing in their manner of giving their evidence 
to suggest suspicion, but, on the contrary, they gave clear and unhesita-^ 
ting replies and accounts of what took place. 

17. That the two prisoners were both concerned in this act rests 
upon circumstantial evidence, the facts proved being as follow : 

(1), that first prisoner purchased arsenic some days before ; 

(2), that he made inquiries as to the effects of arsenic, and as 
to whether there was any antidote, &c. ; 



79 

(3)^ that he was in a disturbed and anxious state on the evening 
on which the poison must have been administered, and 
watched the progress of his father^s meal with a particu- 
lar interest ; 

(4), that, immediately after his father's death, he delivered 
to second prisoner the title deeds for land lately bought 
by his father for Rs. 1,050, and that he falsely stated 
in his defence that this was done by his father's direction, 
the second prisoner being his father's cook, and in such 
a position that such a gift could raise him from poverty 
and dependence to a position of wealth and independence ; 

(5), that he was annoyed at his position in the family, the res- 
traint in which he was kept by his father, whose death 
would at once free him from restraint and put him in 
position of independent property ; 

(6), that second prisoner, to whom this land was made over, was 
the actual murderer. 

1 8 . This last fact depends also upon circumstantial evidence, viz : 

1«^— That second prisoner cooked and served the Sheristadar's 
last meal. 

2,nd. — That there was no one else in the house at the time who 
could possibly have had any interest in the death of the 
Sheristadar. 

8rrf. — That traces of arsenic are found in cooking vessels used 
by him, and in the kitchen sink. 

4^i4.— rThat, immediately after the Sheristadar's death, he is found 
in possession of the title deeds to a considerable property, 
land, &c., belonging to the Sheristadar, which it is possible 
to believe the Sheristadar ever could have given to his 
cook. 

5^A.— That, in accounting for his possession of the title deeds, 
he falsely declares that they were left him by the deceased 
in his last illness. 

This chain of circumstantial evidence, taken with the fact, proved 
beyond all possible doubt by the chemical evidence, that the Sheristadar 
died from the effects of arsenic, established, in my judgment, the guilt 
of the two prisoners. 

19. The bringing to light this crime and the success of the prose- 
cution has been the result, first, of the promptness, foresight, and care 
shown by the Deputy Magistrate Mr. Cole ; and, secondly, of the 
energy and skill shown by the Special Assistant Magistrate in the 
preliminary inquiry and in the conduct of the prosecution in Court. 

20. The facts of the case bring out that arsenic bought and sold 
in every bazaar without license or other precaution is known as a poison 
to almost every Native, and is swift and sure in its effects, while it is so 
deadly that a single pinch taken up between the finger and thumb 
would suffice to poison from five to eight people. 
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From the Honourable D. F. Oaemichael, Officiating Chief SecretaiT* to the Govern- 
ment of Madras, to the Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay, — No. 1487, 
dated Ootacamund, the 5th July 1875. 

I am directed by the Governor in Council to request that he may 
be furnished with a spare copy or two of your Act VIII. of 1866, res- 
tricting the sale of poisons. I am at the same time to ask whether its 
provisions are found to work well. 



From W. LbeWabveb, Esq., Acting Under Secretary to the Govemmen£ of Bombay, 
Judicial Department, to the Officiating Chief Secretary to the Government of 
Madras,— No. 4259, dated Bombay Castle, the 26th July 1875. 

With reference to your letter No. 1487 of the 5th instant I am 
directed to forward two copies of (Bombay) Act VIII. of 1866 (The 
Poison Act), and to state, for the information of the Government of 
Madras, that this Government believe the effect of the Act in restricting 
the sale of poisons to have been generally beneficial whilst its provisions 
have been carried out without oppression or inconvenience to the public, 

2. It has been suggested to this Government that a provision to 
make the possession of arsenic without a certificate from a licensed 
vendor a penal offence would be a check on the commission of murders 
by poisoning. But, whilst vegetable poisons, the product of indigenous 
shrubs and plants, are procurable in every district of India, and their 
effect is as deadly and yet more difBcult of detection than the ordinary 
mineral poisons, this Government has not approved of the suggestion. 

3. Should a revision of the Act be made, this Government will 
have to consider whether it would be desirable to include hydrate of 
cloral and chloroform in the schedule. 



BOMBA.Y. 

ACT No. VIII. OF 1866. 

Passed by the Governor of Bombay in Council. 

[Received the assent of the Governor of Bombay on the 25th April 1866, and of the 
Governor General on the 19th May 1866, and published by the Governor of 
Bombay on the 7th June 1866.] 

An Act to regulate and restrict the sale of Poisons in the Bombay 

Presidency, 

Whereas it is expedient to enact one general law relating to the 

Preamble. ^^? ^^ poisonous drugs and dele- 

terious substances in the Bombay- 
Presidency, and to regulate and restrict the sale of such drugs and 
substances ; It is enacted as follows : 

I. Section XX. of Regulation XIV. of 1827, and Chapter IX. of 

T , , Regulation XXI. of 1827, are hereby 

jjaws repealed. ij a * o ji 

repealed, except m so tar as they 

repeal the whole or part of any other Regulation. 
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II. The following words and expressions in this Act shall have 

Interpretation. *^« m^ngs hereby assigned to 

tnem^ that is to say— 

The word ''month^' shall mean 
"Month." Calendar month according to the 

British Calendar. 

The word '^ poison*' denotes the poisonous drugs and deleterious 
u p«:.«„ » substances specified in Schedule A to 

this Act annexed. 

u Offender '* T^® ^^^ '' offender*' shall include 

an incorporated association of persons. 

The word '^ Magistrate*' denotes^ in places within the present local 
"Magistrate" limits of the ordinary original civil 

jurisdiction of the High Court of 
Judicature at Bombay^ a Magistrate of Police^ and in places beyond those 
local limits a person invested with the powers of a Magistrate under the 
Code of Criminal Procedure. 

The word '^ person" shall, unless there be something in the subject 
„p ,, or context repugnant to such con- 

struction, include any association or 
body of persons whether incorporated or not. 

III. Prom and after the date on which this Act comes into opera- 

SeUers of poisons to be Uoensed. ^'"J" °° person shaU seU any of the 

poisons specined in the Schedule A 
annexed to this Act without holding a license of one or other class as 
hereinafter provided. 

IV. Every license under this Act shall, within the present local 

Licenses to be granted in Bombay by the limits of the ordinary original civil 
Municipal Commissioner, and in the jurisdiction of the High Court of 
Mofussil by the CoUector. Judicature at Bombay, be granted 

by the Municipal Commissioner for the City of Bombay, or by some 
person authorized by him on that behalf, and in places beyond those 
local limits by the Collector, or by some person authorized by him on 
that behalf, and every such license may be in the form contained in the 
Schedule B annexed to this Act, but no license shall authorize a sale 
except at some place within the limits of the jurisdiction of the oflEicer 
empowered to grant and granting the same. 

y. Licenses shall be of two classes, that is to say, an ordinary 

LioenseB to be of two cU«>es. Lioensefeee. ^'^^^J""^ "^^^ * *^ ""^ ^7? ?°P*^ 

shall be paid, and a special license 

tar which a fee of fifty Rupees shall be paid : Provided that a person 

applying for a license under this Act shall not have the option of taking 

out a special license in lieu of an ordinary license, but it shall be discre- 

tionaiy with the Commissioner or Collector, as the case may be, to 

determine whether he will grant a special license to the party applying 

for the same. . 
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VI. Every license shall have effect and continue in force from the 
^ ^ ^ - „ date of the erant thereof until the 

Licenses to be granted annuaUy. thirty-first (ky of December next 

ensuing, but any person to whom such license shall be granted after 
the first day of July of any year shall pay only one-half of the fee 
payable for the same, having regard to the class to which it belongs. 

VII. Every person to whom an ordinary license shall have been 

_ , . ,. ,. OTanted and who shall be desirous of 

Benewal of ordinary license. a* • x n j: xu 

^ contmuing to sell any of the poisons 

specified in Schedule A after the expiration of the said license shall, 

before its expiration, take out a fresh license for that purpose for the 

following year, and shall in like manner renew the same from year to 

year, so long as he shall desire to continue to sell such poisons, and upon 

each renewal of the license shall pay to the officer granting the same a 

further fee of five Rupees. 

VIII. The Commissioner or Collector, as the case may be, may in 
^ , . .,,. his discretion fifrant a fresh special 
Tlenewal of Bpecua license. ^^^^ ^ any person to whSm a 

special license shall have been granted under this Act, and who shall be 
desirous of continuing to sell any of the poisons specified in Schedule A 
after the expiration of such license, and may also renew the specia.1 
license from year to year so long as the applicant shall desire to continue 
to sell such poisons, and as often as the Commissioner or Collector shall 
in his discretion think fit to renew the same, provided that the applica- 
tion for the grant of a fresh special license or for a renewal of the same 
be made before the expiration of the current license, and that upon each 
fresh grant and renewal the applicant shall pay to the officer granting 
the same a further fee of fifty Rupees. 

IX. Where the person taking out a license under this Act shall be 

the member of a firm or of an in- 

^'r^'S^e mei^ of teT* ^ ^'^'^ ""^^ corporated Company, it shall not be 

necessary that any other member of 
the firm or Company shall take out a license to authorize a sale by such 
firm or Company of the poisons specified in Schedule A within the local 
limits of the jurisdiction of the officer granting such license. 

X. The expenses incurred in carrying out the provisions of this 

. . , . , r -.-^ *^- ««j «««- Act in regard to the erant and re- 

Appropnation of license fees and fines. i n i* i 1 1 i • i <» 

newal oi licenses shall be paid from 

the proceeds of the fees, fines and penalties levied under this Act, and 

the portion of such proceeds remaining after the payment of the said 

expenses shall, within the present local limits of the ordinary original 

civil jurisdiction of the High Court of Judicature at Bombay, be paid 

annually to the credit of the Municipal Fund of the City of Bombay, 

and in places beyond those local limits the balance remaining shall be 

paid, as to the Collector may seem fit, to the credit of some Municipal 

or Local Fund of the district for which the licenses issue and the fines 

and penalties are levied ; and the portions so paid shall be available to 

meet the general expenses chargeable to the said Municipal or Local 

Funds. 
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XI. If any person who is by ihis Act required to take out a 

license or renew the same shall sell 
Penalty for seUing poisoM without a ^£ ^^^ poigons specified in 

Schedule A without having duly 
taken' out a license or renewed the same^ in accordance with the provi- 
sions of this Act^ he shall be liable^ on conviction before a Magistrates 
to be punished for a first ofEence with fine^ which may extend to two 
hundred Rupees, and for a second or subsequent offence with fine, which 
may extend to five hundred Rupees, or with simple imprisonment for a 
term which may extend to one year, or with both. 

XII. Any person required by this Act to take out a license who 

shall without reasonable excuse neg- 

^""^ll ^r.i'^I^Lt ^"^'''^ ^"^"^ lect or refuse to produce and show 
wnen required to do bo. i • i* i "^ • i j i i 

his ncense when required to do so by 
an officer duly empowered in writing by the Municipal Commissioner or 
by the Collector, as the case may be, to make such requisition, shall, on 
conviction before a Magistrate, be liable to a penalty not exceeding one 
hundred Rupees. 

XIII. Every person who shall sell any of the poisons specified in 

On every sale of poison particulars of sale Schedule A shall forthwith, and be- 
to be entered in a book by the seller, in fore the delivery of such poison to 
form set forth in Schedule C to the the purchaser, enter or cause to be 

entered, in a fair and regular manner^ 
in a book to be kept by such person for that purpose, in the form set 
forth in the Schedule C annexed to this Act, or to the like effect, a 
statement of such sale, with the name of the poison and quantity thereof 
80 sold, and the purpose for which such poison is required, or stated to 
be required, and the day of the month and year of the sale, and the 
name, place of abode, and condition or occupation of the purchaser, into 
all which circumstances the person selling such poison is hereby required 
and authorized to inquire of the purchaser, before the delivery to such 
purchaser of the poison sold ; and such entries shall in every case be 
signed by the person making the same, and shall also be signed by the 
purchaser, unless such purchaser profess to be unable to Write (in which 
case the person making the entries hereby required shall add to the parti- 
culars to be entered in relation to such sale the words ^' cannot write^'), 
and, where a witness is hereby required to the sale, such entries shall also 
be signed by such witness, who shall add his place of abode. 

XrV. No person shall sell any of the poisons specified in Schedule 

Eestrictions as to sale of poisons. f^ *? ^^ person who is unknown 

to the person selling such poison, 

unless the sale be made in the presence of a witness who is known to 

the person selling the poison, and to whom the purchaser is known, and 

who signs his name, together with his place of abode, to such entries, 

before the delivery of the poison to the purchaser. 

XV. When the purchaser of any of the poisons specified in 
„ , ^ . , . , „ Schedule A is absent at the time 

holder of a special license under this 
Act to sell and deliver any of the said poisons in pursuance of the 
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written order of a purchaser^ provided such order is received by the 
special licensee in the ordinary coarse of business and is signed by the 
purchaser^ and provided that the handwriting of the purchaser who 
signs such order is known to the special licensee^ and upon every sale 
under this section the special licensee shall forthwith enter or cause to 
be entered in a book to be kept by him for the purpose^ a statement of 
such sale^ with the name of the poison and quantity thereof so sold and 
the date of sale^ and the name and address of the purchaser in pursuance 
of whose written order the sale is made^ and such entries shall in every 
case be signed by the person making the same. 

, , , XVI. No person shall sell poison 

^"STeiSt^nt^^^ person below the ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^U^^ j^ ^^ 

' faith believes is below the age of 

eighteen years. 

XVII. No person shall sell any white arsenic in a ground or 

■n . . « , • • pounded state unless the same be. 

Provision for coloring arsenic. f « ., i xi. i» • j vT 

betore the sale thereof, mixed with 

soot, indigo, or Prussian blue, in the proportion of one ounce of soot or 

half an ounce of indigo or Prussian blue, at the least, to one pound of 

the arsenic, and so in proportion for any greater or less quantity: 

Provided always, that where such arsenic is stated by the purchaser to 

be required, not for use in agriculture, but for some other purpose, for 

which such admixture would, according to the representation of the 

purchaser, render it unfit, such arsenic may be sold without such 

admixture in a quantity of not less than two pounds at any one 

time. 

XVIII. If any person shall sell any of the poisons specified in 

, . ^ . , Schedule A in contravention of 

PenaHy for certem offences against the ^^^ ^f ^j^^ provisions of Sections 

XIII., XIV., XV., XVL, or XVII. 

of this Act, or if any person purchasing any poison shall give false 
information to the person selling the same in relation to any of the 
particulars which such last-mentioned person is authorized to inquire 
into of such purchaser, or if any person shall sign his name as a 
witness to a sale of poison to a person unknown to the person so signing 
as witness, every person so ofEending shall, for every such offence, upon 
conviction for the same before a Magistrate, be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding two hundred Rupees, and where the person so con- 
victed shall hold a license under this Act he shall also be liable, by 
order of the Magistrate, to the forfeiture of his license for the current 
year. 

XIX. Provided that nothing contained in Sections XIII., XIV., 

. XV., XVI., or XVII. of this Act 

Act not to prevent ^le of poisons m j^ jj ^ construed to apply to the 

medicine under a medical prescription, ""*•" ^^ ^^j^ov^^^^ w '^yyj *^ «"^^ 

or wholesale dealing in poisons. sale of any poison when the same is 

required as medicine according to 
the written order or prescription of any person who shall be a Graduate 
of Medicine in any University, or who shall have obtained the diploma 
of any public Medical Examining Body, or who holds or has at any 



83 

time held the appointment of Apothecary under Government, or upon 
the personal application of a person known to the seller to be in good 
repute and practising medicine, nor to apply to the sale of any poison 
when the same forms the whole or part of the ingredients of any medicine 
required to be made up or compounded according to the prescription or 
upon the personal application of any of the persons in this section above 
specified, nor to apply to the sale of poisons by wholesale to retail 
dealers upon orders in writing in the ordinary course of wholesale 
dealing. 

XX. All fines and penalties imposed by a Magistrate under the 
Levy of fines. authority of this Act may, in case 

of non-payment thereof, be levied 
by distress and sale of the goods and chattels of the offender by warrant 
of the Magistrate, When a warrant of distress is issued, the Magis- 
trate may order the offender to be detained and kept in safe custody 
until return can be conveniently made to such warrant, unless the 
offender enter into a recognizance; with or without sareties^ conditioned 
for his appearance before him on the day appointed for such return, 
such day beinsr not more than eight days from the time of taking such 
recognisance; but if, before issuing 4^ warrant of distress, it shall 
appear to the Magistrate, by the admission of the offender or otherwise, 
that no sufficient distress can be had withiii the jurisdiction of such 
Magistrate whereon to levy such fine or penalty, he may, if he think 
fit, refrain from issuing such warrant of distress ; and in such case, or 
if such warrant shall have been issued, and upon the return thereof, 
such insufficiency as aforesaid shall be made to appear to the Magistrate, 
he shall, by warrant, commit the offender to gaol, there to suffer simple 
imprisonment for any term not exceeding two months where the amount 
of the fine shall not exceed fifty Rupees, and for any term not exceeding 
four months where the amount shall not exceed one hundred Rupees, and 
for any term not exceeding six months in any other case ; the conmiitment 
to be determinable in each of the cases aforesaid on payment of the 
amount of the fine or penalty. 

XXI. This Act shall not come into operation in any place in the 

Extent of the Act. ?<>mbay Presidency ^cept witiun 

the local limits of the ordinary 
original civil jurisdiction of the High Court of Judicature at Bombay 
and the places subject to the general Regulations in force in the Presi- 
dency until it shall be extended thereto by an order of the Governor 
in Council, to be notified in the Government Gazette ; and it shall be law- 
ful for the Grovernor in Council, in so extending this Act, to declare by 
whom the duties assigned by this Act to the Collector shall be per- 
formed, and by whom fines and penalties under this Act shall be inflicted 
in the place to which the Act shall be so extended, and to direct the 
manner in which the proceeds of the fees^ fines, and penalties levied 
imder this Act in such place shall be appropriated and expended, and 
further by any subsequent order to suspend, alter, or revoke any order 
passed under this section, provided sudi suspension, alteration, or revo- 
cation is made before tlus Act has by virtue of any prior order come 
in force in such place. 
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Commencement of the Act. 



XXII. This Act shall commence and take effect on and after 

the expiration of two months next 
after the date of the publication by 
the Governor^ of the assent thereto of the Oovemor General^ and of 
such publication^ when it takes place^ all Courts and Magistrates shall 
take judicial notice. 



SCHEDULE A. 



{Referred to in Section HI.) 
Vbobtablb Poisons. 



Name of Poison. 



Aconite 

Cocculus Indicus 

Datura 

Henbane 

Nux vomica 

Saint Ignatius' bean 

Calabar bean 



... 



t •• 



••• 
... 
••• 
* • . 
••• 
••• 
... 



•• 



Native Name. 



Butchnag. 
Kakmari^ kakphul. 
Dhatoora. 
Khorasanee ajwan. 
Koochila and kajra. 
Papeeta. 



Mineral Poisons. 



Name of Poison. 




Native Name. 


White arsenic 


••• 


rHiutkya somul. 
(.Somul. 


Bed Arsenic (realgar) 


• • • 


Munsul. 


Yellow Arsenic (orpiment) 


• • • 


Horeetal. 


Scheele^s Green (arsenite of copper) 
Schweinfurth Green (aceto-arsenite of 


• • . 
copper) 


!- 


Corrosive sublimate ... 


• « t 


Buskapur. 
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SCHEDULE B. 

(Referred to in Sectum IT.) 

Form of Ordinary {fir Special, (i% the ca^e may be) License for the Sale of 
Poisonous Substances (to be in EngliaA or a Vernacnlar Language), 

1, A. B., hereby grant an ordinaiy [or special^ as the ease may be) 
license to C. D. {name of person or Company) to sell within the Qocal 
limits of the ordinary original civil jurisdiction of the High Court of 
Judicature at Bombay, or the District of yas the ease may 

be) from the date hereof to the 31st December next, the poisonous 
substances specified in Bombay Act No. VIII. of 1866* The said C. D 
will conform to the Rules contained in the said Act, on failure whereof 
this license shall beliable to be forfeited* 

(Signed) A. B., 

Municipal Commissioner [or Collector) • 
Offiee, 



SCHEDULE C. 

(Referred to in Section XIILJ 

Form of entry of Sale of Poison {to be in English or a Vernacular 

Language) . 



Date of Sale. 



Name and Sur- 
name of 
Purohaser. 



Purchaser's 

place of 

abode. 



Condition 

or 
Occupation. 



Poison 
sold. 



Purpose for 
QuantitylTifhich required 



sold. 



or stated to be 
required. 



Purchaser's signature, or, if pur- 
chaser cannot write, his mark 
to be put for him, and the words 
** cannot write" added. 



Witness' signature 
and place (S abode. 



Seller's signature. 



Oedeb thebeon. 



Copy of Bombay Act No. VIII., 1866, will be furnished to the 
Magistrates of Vizagapatam, Nellore, Salem, Malabar, and Tinnevelly. 
These officers will report on its applicability to this Presidency, with 
any modifications which they may deem necessary. 



88 

Extract from the Proceedings of the GoTemment of Madras, in the Judicial Depart-* 

ment,~No. 995, dated the 30th April 1879. 

Read the following papers : 

From C. T. Lovolet, Esq., District Magistrate of Salem, to the Chief Secretary to the 
Government of Madras, — No. 287, dated Salem, the 21st Septemher 1875. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the Order of Government, 
Judicial Department, No. 1844, dated the 21st ultimo, calling upon me 
to report on Bombay Act No. XIII. of 1866, in reference to its appli- 
cability to this Presidency. 

2. There can be no question that the introduction of the Poisons 
Act is a move in the right direction ; it will supply a want long felt, I 
imagine, by every Magistrate in the Presidency. 

3. The provisions of the Bombay Act need little alteration in 
their application to this Presidency ; but I strongly urge a provision 
making the possession of any of the poisons mentioned in Schedule A a 
penal offence, unless covered by a certificate from a licensed vendor. 
This will largely increase the utility of the Act, and I would (as 
suggested by the District Judge with whom I have talked the matter 
over) insert the words '•' or deliver^' after the word ^' sel?' in sections 
13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 and 19. 

4. The last and most important alteration, which suggests itself, 
is in section 19. Why make any exception in the sale of poisons 
required as medicine ? I consider that doing away with the provisions 
contained in sections 13, 14, 15 and 16, as applicable to a person 
^* known to the seller to be in good repute and practising medicine'^ {vide 
section 19, line 8) to be a dangerous exception in this country , and a 
provision which will, I am sure, nullify in a great measure the benefits 
of the Act. I would make the above-quoted sections applicable to all 
persons requiring to purchase poisons for any purpose whatsoever, for 
I am quite sure the words I have italicised above will open a door 
for the evasion of the Act. 



From H. St. A. Goodbich, Esq., Acting District Magistrate of Yizagapatam, to the 
Officiating Chief Secretary to the Government of Madras,— No. 541, dated 16th 
October 1875. 

In answer to the reference contained in O. O., 21st Aug^t, No. 
1844, Judicial Department, I have the honour to state that I have con- 
sidered the subject of that reference and the provisions of the Bombay 
Act No. YIII. of 1866. I have also ascertained the opinion on the 
necessity of restricting the sale of poisons of several leading inhabitants 
of this district. 

2. That some restriction is needed the general opinion testifies. 
In my opinion the mere issue of a limited number of licenses to 
such persons as are likely to apply for them will be an insufficient check. 
The ignorance of the vendors themselves and their carelessness will be 
likely to lead to mischief. 

3. I would limit the grant of a license to the medical officers in 
chaise of our Local Fund dispensaries in the taluks. We shall have 
one in each taluk by the end of the coming year with a passed Hospital 
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Assistant in charge. There is scarcely a village in the plains more than 
twenty miles distant from the kusbah of a taluk, and very few more 
than twelve miles. 

4. In addition to this all medical practitioners possessing di- 
plomas and pensioned Apothecaries who have been in the service of 
Crovemment and Chemists might on application be licensed ; and I 
think that the task thus imposed on all who prescribe or compound 
medicines containing poisonous ingredients of recording the particulars 
of issue ought not to be objected to by those on whom it may fall., 

5. If this view were approved, the licenses should, in my opinion, 
be issued free to medical practitioners in Government service and to 
doctors holding diplomas who might be in private practice, and to such 
provisions similar to those of sections 14, 15, 16 and 17 of the Bombay 
Act should not apply. In lieu of thje obligations imposed by section 
13 it will be sufficient if the custodian of the drugs in hospitals, dis- 
pensaries, and surgeries, enter the quantities of poisons issued, the date 
and the medical authority for the issue in a book kept for the purpose. 

6. The list of poisons given in the Schedule to the Bombay Act 
includes, I believe, the mineral and vegetable substances, whose misuse 
is most to be apprehended. A landholder in the district has, however, 
mentioned hydrate of chloral as an agent likely to be employed by 
poisoners, and I would add this and chloroform as suggested by the 
Bombay Government to the list. 



From A. J. Stitast, Esq., Acting District Magistrate of Tinnevelly, to the Officiating 
Chief Secretary to the Government of Madras — ^No. 367, dated Srivaikuntham, 
the 1st November 1875. 

With reference to G.O., No. 1844, dated 21st August 1875, calling 
for a report on the Bombay Poisons Act, and its applicability to this 
Presidency, I have the honour to advocate strongly the mtroduction of a 
measure of that nature. 

Z The provisions of the Bombay Bill are what is wanted, but I 
am decidedly opposed to the fees. Without the fees the measure would 
not be unpopiJar, and it would be much less likely to be evaded, the 
fee being a direct incentive to evade. We do not want to raise a fund, 
but to get the public and the shop-keepers and merchants to help us in 
putting down murder by poison. 

8. I think it very necessary that wholesale dealers should be 
obliged to keep registers of all their sales to retailers ; they are less 
likely to keep them wrongly or badly, and their books will show us 
where the poisons go to be retailed. Every one selling poison should 
keep a register, and by these every one having poison should be known. 

4. I would then suggest that some one or more officers of police 
be specially appointed to inspect all books and places of sale throughout 
the Presidency, to see registers kept properly, and to acquire all inf orm- 
ation which may seem likely to be useful on the subject of poisons> 
where they come from, what they are ordinarily used for, in what 
quantities^ what are their prices, whether the purposes for which they 
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arc used aj'e consistent with their being adulterated' with something harm- 
less and much greater in quantity than the poison before sale. This^ 
if possible^ would be a g^eat advantage^ since it is only in small quan- 
tities that poison can be administered. Other points would occur to 
any one who made the subject his speciality. 

5. I beg to recommend the introduction of a Poisons Act, but 
without the levy of fees, and with provision for the keeping of registers 
by wholesale dealers as well as by retail dealers; a free license being 
taken out annually only for the purpose of keeping a record of the 
persons who sell poison. Penalties would attach to sale without license, 
and a special establishment would be employed to watch the working 
of the Act, at all events for a few years. 



From T. vonD. Habdiitge, Esq., Acting Joint Magistrate, in cbarge Nellore, to 
the Chief Secretary to the GoYemmeut of Madras,— No, 495, dated Mypaud^ the 
loth December 1875. 

With reference to G.O., No. 1844, of the 21st August 1875, 
calling for a report on the applicability, with such modifications as 
might seem necessary, of Bombay Act No. VIII. of 1866 to this 
Presidency, I have the honour to submit the enclosed copy of a written 
paper on the subject, drawn up by a Committee, appointed by me for 
the purpose, of Native gentlemen, viz., the Treasury Deputy Collector, 
the Huzur Sheristadar, the District Munsif of Nellore, and the 
Assistant Surgeon employed in this town. 

&. The Committee, it will be observed, are unanimous in consider^ 
ing that the Bombay Act is in the main suited to the object in view, 
but are of opinion that the fees, which they suggest should be nominal 
merely, laid down therein for licenses are too high ; that the police 
should be empowered to search houses where it might be suspeeted 
poisons were kept for sale without a license ; and they point out that 
khorasanee ajwan and raskarpur entered in the list of vegetable poisons, 
appended to the Act in question as equivalent for henbane and corrosive 
sublimate, are employed in the language in daily use in this district, 
to denote substances of a perfectly harmless character, viz., a species of 
womum and crude calomel. Corrosive sublimate is called here saviram ; 
for henbane, there is no equivalent vernacular term. 

8. The Committee differ in opinion regarding the particular class 
of poisons, the sale of which ought to be restricted by law. The two 
first-named gentlemen consider that the Act should apply to mineral 
poisons only ; the other two members of the Committee would make 
it applicable to vegetable poisons as well, and they suggest, moreover, 
that prussic acid, blue vitriol or mylatutham, and morphia should be 
added to the list of those poisons given in Schedule A of the Bombay 
Act of 1866. 

4. The Treasury Deputy Collector, I may add, has, however, 
appended, in his capacity as a private individual, I presume, a sort of 
rider to the opinion set forth above as held by him sitting in Com- 
mittee jointly with the Huzur Sheristadar, to the effect that any such 
law as tiiat under discussion would be powerless to check the practice 
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of poisoning. That admitting that the elEect of restricting the sale of 
mineral poisons would be to drive the poisoner to the use of those of a 
vegetable origin, the proper inference to be drawn is that the use, not of 
both classes, but of neither class, of poison should be regulated and 
restricted. That no Act on the subject could prevent the commission 
of the crime of poisoning, but that such an Act would, by giving 
publicity to the nature and kind of poisons available, and to the method 
of procuring and using them, serve to diminish, in the event of such 
a crime being committed, the chances of its detection. 

5. I myself think the Act ought to be introduced, and concur in 
the opinion of the District Munsif of Nellore and Assistant Surgeon 
Chitambaram Pillay. The police might be invested with the same 
power to search shops, without warrant, licensed for sale of poisons^ 
as is conferred upon tiiem by section il4 of the Abkari Act. 



Memorandum on the Draft Bill for restricting the sale of Poisons* 

Commiotbb: 

A. Nareain Row, Treasury Deputy Collector. 
R. Vbnkatakmstna Row, Huzur Sheristadar. 

B. Vbbrasamaya, District Mimsif, Nellore. 

S. W. Chitambabam Pillay, Assistant Surgeon. 

The Committee make the following observations : 

First. — Vegetable poisons are not, in their nature, capable of being 
administered as easily as metallic poisons; and to have effect they 
should be given generally in larger quantities, in the shape of drugs, 
though they could be given in smaller quantities in the shape of extracts 
and salts which are not ordinarily procurable. And whatever may be 
the quantity or form of the vegetable poison, taste or smell would 
lead to some exposure or suspicion. A person administering vegetable 
poison is, therefore, liable to greater risks of being detected at the time, 
or altogether disappointed. While, on the other hand, metallic poisons 
could be administered without such risks arising from smell or taste^ 
and without in the least being suspected at the time. Nos. 1 and 2 
think, under these circumstances, that it would be enough to restrict 
and regulate the sale of metallic poisons. As for vegetable poisons, 
the drugs can be had anywhere from fields and backyards^ and the law 
would, in fact, be futile against them. But Nos. 3 and 4 argue that 
when the sale of metallic poisons is restricted and watched, the natural 
result would be that people would resort to vegetable matter more 
largely, and that, as a rule, the vegetable poisons are as well known 
to the Natives as arsenic and corrosive sublimate. They also urge that 
Natives are accustomed to eat bitter vegetables, with which it might be 
possible and easy to mix drugs and pass them off unnoticed ; and there 
are also means to cover up the disagreeable taste or smell of vegetable 
poisons. 

They, therefore, think that both metallic and vegetable poisons 
should be placed alike under the restrictions of law^ and would add to 
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ike list the vegetable poisons such as prussio aeid^ blue vitriol or 
mylatutham and morphia. 

The Committee together think that the fees proposed for licenses 
are too high, and that they should be simply nominal, as a means of 
bringing the traflBc in poisons under due registration. 

The power of inspecting suspected quarters should be given freely 
to the police as well as to any special individuals who may be empowered 
by the Collector. 

The Draft Bill will do very well in other respects. 

The Committee beg to point out that khorasanee ajwan and raskarpur, 
given on the list as vernacular synonyms for henbane and corrosive 
sublimate, represent in the language in daily use here harmless 
substances, and do not m^an the same thing that henbane and corrosive 
sublimate represent. 

A- NABBAIN ROW, 

Deputy Collector. 

R. VENKATAKRISTNA ROW, 

ffuzur Sheristadar. 

S. W. CHITAMBARAM, 

Assistant Surgeon. 

B. VEEBASAMAYA, 

District Munsif, 

In submitting the above opinion, which is divided, I may state that, 
considering the comparatively small extent to which poisoning takes 
place, there may be no necessity for legislative interference. No amount 
of legislation will put down that cowardly mode of killing, which is 
resorted to when passion is strong and bitter and vengeance helpless* 
When one is determined to kill, as a friend or servant, the restrictions 
imposed by law will be of very little avail. Arsenic may be got under 
fictitious names, or from registered purchasers, who are not, and cannot 
be, compelled to account for the use of the quantity they purchased. 
The argument that the restrictions on arsenic will induce the use of 
vegetable poison, which, when administered, is admittedly more diffi- 
cult of detection, renders it unadvisable to interfere with poisons of 
any kind. The absence of restrictions gives no inducement to crime of 
this sort, nor can the institution of restrictions turn ofE the Satan^s 
will. Wliile the publicity of regulations on the subject will make 
people more familiar with the nature and kind of poisons, and the ways of 
procuring and perhaps using them. If prevention of the crime cannot 
be effected, it is better not to diminish the chances of its detection. 

^ I£ it should be deemed necessary to restrict any poisons, it must 
be metallic ones, which are not easily procurable. To attempt to prevent 
the use of vegetable poisons is simply impossible. The roots of ordinary 
trees such as ganneru, ummitta, and several others can be got anywhere 
unobserved. 

A. NARRAIN ROW, 

Deputy Collector, 
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From W. Logak, Esq., Acting District Magistrate of Malabar, to the Chief Secretary 
to the Goyemment of Madras, — No. 29, dated Calicut, the 30th March 1876. 

I have the honour to report, with reference to G. O., Judicial 
Department, No. 1844, dated 21st August 1875, that the following are 
the chief poisons sold in the bazaars of this district, and they are 
placed in the order in which their degree of plentifulness would place 
them : 



* 1. 

* 2. 

* 8. 

* 4. 



White Arsenic 
Yellow do. 
Aconite 
Nux vomica 



• •« 



... Sanglrn p&sMuam. 

... Gkiuri do. 

... Valsan&bhi. 

... Kanjira kum. 

Many other compounds of arsenic also occur, and the following 
among omer substances have also been named by those consulted : 

Mercury ... ... Basam. 

Bed oxide of lead 

BedeUium 

Marking nut 

A kind of vegetable poison ..< 

Plvimbago Ceylonica 



1. 

2. 

8. 

4. 

5. 

6* 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 

* 18. 
19, 
20. 

* 21. 

* 22. 

23. 



• •«. 



t«* 



Country liquorice seed 

A kind of alum 

Opium 

Canabis Indica (hemp) 

Blue stone 

Sulphate of zinc 

Sulphuret of antimony 

Menispermimi coculus {sic) ... 

Sulphate of copper 

Verdigris 

Gloriosa superba (white and 
red). 

Datura ..• 

Jatropha glanca 

Wild castor-oil seed 

Cocculus Indicus 

Corrosive sublimate (of mer- 
cury). 

Croton-oil seed ... •• 



••• 



Sindura podi. 
Gulgulu. 
Ch^rin k&ya. 
N^rathin kuru. 
Koduveli. 
Kunni kuru. 
Sanghu podikkdram karappu. 
Karappu. 
Kanjdvu^ 
Thurisu. 
Tutham. 

. Saveera pashfinam. 
Nanjin kuru, 
Mayitutham. 
Chembututhi paahanom. 
Methonni. 

Unmiathin kuru. 
Nagadandi. 
Malankotta kuru. 
PoUakaya. 
Paranki pashdnam. 

Neervalam. 



Besides these, hydrate of chloral, cyanide of pottassium, aad many 
other poisonous drugs are to be found in the bazaars of Cochin. Of 
the above I have marked with an asterisk the poisons named in Sche- 
dule A of the Bombay Act. Henbane, St. Ignatius^ bean, and Calabar 
bean, have not been mentioned in the reports, but the former is cer- 

tainly known in the bazaara appa- 
rently under t^ same name* as it 
bears in Bombay. As already said, there are many compounds of 
arsenic sold in the bazaar^ but it is so difficult to distinguish what are 



* Elhor^UMtnee. 
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^their exact English equivalents tliat I do hot give tkeir Native 
names ; and if a Bill is passed restricting the sale of poisons^ I would 
recommend that arsenic and all its compounds should be simply classed 
together without naming them particularly. 

2. You will observe that opium^ datura^ and Indian hemp are 
among the substances above enumerated ; and as I understand that it is 
under contemplation to frame a Bill for restricting the sale of intoxicate 
ing drugs^ I think the subject of restricting the sale of poisons might 
fitly form a part of the same Bill. 

3. The only provision of the Bombay Act which seems to me to 
be obscure and also objectionable is the last clause of section 19 in 
which wholesale dealers are exempted from compliance with sections 
13 to 17 of the Act. I presume that wholesale dealers must take out 
special licenses to sell under sections 3 and 5 of the Act ; and I there- 
fore see no reason why their transactions with retail dealers should not 
be recorded in the manner provided in section 15. Their books^ in fact^ 
would afford a ready means of checking evasion of the Act^ and a fur- 
ther provision might usefully be made^ viz.^ that wholesale dealers 
should first satisfy themselves that the persons with whom they deal 
have obtained licenses under the Act. Column 2 of the form prescribed 
in Schedule C might also contain the number and date of the license 
(if any) held by the purchaser. 

4. I am also of opinion that Bs. 25 would be a sufficient sum 
to charge for a special license, 

5. I consider that instead of enumerating a certain definite 
number of substances which alone should be sold under license^ it would 
be better to reserve power to His Excellency the Governor in Council 
to add to the list of substances should he see fit to do so by notification 
in the Gazette, At the same time I think as complete a list as possible 
of the chief substances should be given in Schedule A^ and so far as 
this district is concerned^ I would name the following : 



Vegetable Poisons, 

Aconite ... ••• ••• Valsan&bhi. 

Cocciilus Indicus • # # ... PoUakaya. 

Henbane ... ... Koyitala pishimam. 

Nux vomica ••• ... Kanjirakuru. 

Oloriosa or methonica superba with Methonni kizhangu. 
roots. 

Thomapple or datura 



Metel 

Croton tiglium 
Jatropha glanca 
Wild castor-oil seed 



«•• 



•• 



^. 



• • 



Ummattin kuru. 
Neervalam. 
Nagadandi. 
Malankotta kuru» 
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Mineral Poisons. 

Arsenic and all its compounds . . . F^sh&navilm adinde sakala 

kalarpukalum. 

Corrosive sublimate ... ... Faranki pdsMnam. 

Vermilion ••• ... Chayilyam. 

Mercury ... ... ... Basam. 

Sulphate of copper ... ... Mayitutham. 

Sulphate of zinc ... ... Tutham. 

6. Subject to the above observations^ I consider the Bombay Act. 
could^ mutatis mutandis, be adopted in this Presidency ; but I should like 
to see it incorporated with a general Act restricting also the sale of 
intoxicating substances, among which I would class datura which appear? 
in Schedule A of the Bombay Act. 



I'rom H. Stanbbough, Esq., Coroner of Madras, to the Chief Secretary to the GoTem- 
ment of Madras,— No. 3, dated Madras, the 20th January 1876. 

I have the honour to report, for the information of the Most 
Noble the Governor in Council, that at an inquest held before me at 
St. Patrick^s Oratory near Her Majesty^s Penitentiary, within the 
limits of Madras, on the 12th instant, and by adjournment at the 
General Hospital on the 13th and 14th instant, touching the death of 
William Bresnahan, the jury, after returning as their verdict ^' Died by 
a dose of nitro-muriatic acid, under such circumstances that the act of 
John Henry Oliver was manslaughter by misadventure,^' made the 
following presentment: ''The jurors request the Coroner will take 
immediate steps to bring before the Most Noble the Governor in Council, 
for the better security of life, the want of proper supervision for com- 
pounding and dispensing medicines in chemists and druggists' shops, 
and pray that legislative measures may be taken to ensure greater safety 
to the public by having properly licensed and certified men to com- 
pound and prescribe in chemists and druggists' shops and elsewhere, 
and also for the prevention and sale of poisonous drugs in the 
bazaars." 

Endorsed by the Chief Secretary to the Government of Madras, No. 90, dated the 20th 

January 1876. 

Referred to the Surgeon General, Indian Medical Department, for 
his remarks. 

From Surgeon General E. Balfoxtb, Indian Medical Department, to the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Government of Madras,— No. 61, dated Fort St. George, the Ist 
February 1876. 

Order No. 90 of 20th ultimo referred for my remarks a letter 
from the Coroner of Madras, No. 3 of 20th ultimo, in which that 
officer reports the death by a dose of nitro-muriatic acid of William 
Bresnahan under such circumstances that the jury found a verdict of 
manslaughter by misadventure against John Henry Oliver; and men- 
tioning that the jury requested the Coroner "will take immediate 
steps to bring before the Most Noble the Governor in Council for 
the better security of life the want of proper supervision for 
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compounding and dispensing medicines in chemists and druggists' 
shops, and pray that legislative measures may be taken to ensure 
greater safety to the public by having properly licensed and certified men 
to compound and prescribe in chemists' and druggists' shops and else- 
where, and also for the prevention and sale of poisonous drugs in the 
bazaars." 

2. The juiy here make two quite distinct recommendations, both 
of which have already been repeatedly before Government, That 

• -n^ J. M rt X -vT ,«i.„ relating to the sale of poisons was 

^Tl^Zl^^r'' '"'' '''' 'ece'^tly »» fully reported ou by 

me"^ after extending my inquiries 
throughout all India, that in referring to that document I can only now 
add that though, acting on my recommendation, the presidents of all -* 

municipalities were then informed that Government would take into 
favourable consideration any bye-law which the Municipal Commissioners 
of any town may frame for the restricted sale of poisons, there has not 
seemingly as yet been any such bye-law submitted. I will, therefore, 
now submit for the consideration of Government that an Act be passed 
regulating the issue of licenses for the sale of poisons, taking the 
Bombay Act of 1865 as a basis ; or, if such an Act cannot be passed, 
that the attention of each municipality be again requested to the order> 
No. 1857 of 31st October 1874. 

3. In the other subject of the jury's presentment, the jurors 
request that legislative measures be taken to ensure greater safety to the 
public by having properly licensed and certified men to compound and 
prescribe in chemists' and druggists' shops and elsewhere ; and I would 
remark that this subject is even more important than the regulation of 
the sale of poisons. It has been discussed repeatedly in various ways, 
both directly and in a general way. 

4. A quarter of a century ago, when the Notification'**' of the | 

• I\>rt St. Qeorge Gazette, 5th NoYem- Government of India discontinued 

ber 1852. in the Presidency Town the gratui* 

t To Government, 16th November 1852, ^^ issue of medicines. Government 

No. 248. sanctionedf the proposal of the 

From Government, 16th November Madras Medical Board to form a 

1852, No. 1079. Committee to examine and grant 

certificates to all chemists and druggists who . might apply. For 14 

years after this, however, no one seems to have appeared, and then one 

X Proceedings of Government, 16th June applicant was examined j: and obtained 

1866, No. 182. a certificate ; and after a further 

period of about eight years another applicant obtained a certificate. 

5. Recently I submitted to Government a recommendation to 

inaugurate a system of State medi- 

My letter No. 246 of 3rd February 1876 cine with a view to license all exist- 
in Proceedings of Government, No. 418, ing practitioners, and to have in the 

23rd February 1875. , -o/re future compulsory examinations for 

My letter No. 127 of 12th March 1876. n i. • u i. « ^^^ ^.i.^ 

Ditto 157 of 3i8t ditto. all who may wish to practise the 

Ditto 299 of 28th May 1875. medical profession. That scheme, 

which is still before Government, 
would ensure amongst the people a more general knowledge of medical 
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science and of all connected with drugs than any other that has occurred 
Pfoceedings of Government, No. 1001, to me. Also, the Sanitary Commis- 
7th May 1875. sioner for Madras has submitted to 

Government the heads of a draft Act to regulate the medical profession 
in Southern India, in which it was proposed to provide qualified licensed 
medical practitioners for the people, to suppress or control unlicensed 
practitioners, and to provide for the qualifications of midwives and 
persons dealing in poisonous drugs. 

6. The 1866 order has afforded an insignificant extent of protec- 
tion to the inhabitants of this city, and has left wholly uncontrolled the 
many Native practitioners (in Madras 376) who are hourly manufactur- 
ing, compounding, and dispensing medicines for the sick. Native 
druggists do not compound; they are merely salesmen of medicinal 
substances. Compounding and dispensing are performed by the pre- 
scribing Native practitioners, all of whom the examination order of 1866 
utterly failed to reach. Doubtless, regulating the druggists^ shops of 
the European kind in Madras merits a special consideration, because 
they are public compounding places to which about ten thousand of the 
inhabitants send prescriptions, and it is a duty quite within the power of 
the Madras Municipality to frame a regulating bye-law specially. to 
protect the members of this community. But any order of the kind to 
be of value to the entire population, alike of this Presidency city and 
the Presidency districts, must be of general application. I believe that 
my scheme for the examination of all future practitioners and the draft 
Act which the Sanitary Commissioner submitted equally offer the best 
possible means of providing against malpractice in treating diseases and 
against injury from errors in compounding and dispensing. Both of 
these schemes are good, and are so similar that either may be applied. 
My scheme, however, seems to me to be capable of the wider application 
to throw on the persons wishing to practise medicine for a living the 
duty of educating themselves ; and it can at once be introduced with 
existing means, while the draft Act of the Sanitary Commissioner 
throws on the Government the duty of providing medical schools in 
sufficient number to train the many students who will seek to qualify 
for examination and registration. The presentment by the Coroner's 
jury, if acted on, admits of the application to the country generally of 
any order that may be issued, and I would suggest that my scheme may 
be applied to this city and to the country at once, and the examination 
be at once begun of all who voluntarily apply for the certificates res- 
pectively of chemist or druggist, or surgeon, physician or general 
practitioner, the certificates being issued gratis and a notification made 
to that effect : or, if the draft Act framed by the Sanitary Commissioner 
be preferred, that it be early laid before the Legislative Council. But, 
if action be restricted to the most limited of the protective measures 
suggested, the Madras Municipality can be again required to frame a 
bye-law which shall regulate the establishments in the druggists' shops 
in Madras. 

Order thereon. 

His Grace the Governor in Council doubts much whether matters 
are ripe in this Presidency for a law on poisons of the sort and form 

N 
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proposed. He considers that a surreptitious sale of poisonous substances 
may be more mischievous than the ordinary custom. It seems desirable 
that any measure which may eventually be brought in should be confined 
to arsenic ; that it be simply made penal to sell arsenic, except mixed 
or colored; that the examination and education of chemists be first 
aimed at before any stringent Act be enforced ; and that the Act be 
such as can be enforced throughout the Presidency. 



Extract from the Prooeedings of the Grovemment of Madras, in the Judicial Depart- 

ment,— No. 1428, dated the 16th June 1880. 

Bead the following papers : 

From the Honourable P. Macfadten, Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, to the Chief 
Secretary to the Government of Madras, — dated Madras, the 19th May 1880. 

The Chamber have desired me to state that they are imable, with 
reference to the Proceedings of Government of the 24th ultimo, to ofPer 
an opinion on the use of arsenic in trades generally. It is observed that 
the Madras Government are asked by the Government of India to state 
how far the metal may be regarded as necessary for manufactures such 
as tanning or the curing of hides in this Presidency. The Chamber 
were not aware that this poisonous substance was employed as a tanning 
material here or elsewhere. There are, they learn, about ten shops in 
this city where arsenic is sold, and the sales are said to average about 
12 oz. only per annum per shop. The price is about IJ anna per oz. for 
the white and li anna per oz. for the yellow description. 

2. The Chamber observe that the Supreme Government have been 
invited by the Government of the North- Western Provinces to ena<;t a 
law to restrict the sale of arsenic. In the city of Madras some restric- 
tion seems already to exist, for the vendors allege that they can only sell 
arsenic to recognised medical practitioners. But it is an old complaint 
that poisons are freely sold in the bazaars in all parts of the country at 
prices which bring them within the reach of all classes, and the Chamber 
can see no possible objection to the introduction of a law which would 
define the responsibilities of dealers in poisons. 



From Colonel K. A. Moobe, Acting Commissary General, to the Secretary to the 
Government of Madras, Military Department,— No. 1984, dated Madras, the 
1st June 1880. 

With reference to Proceedings and Order of Government, dated 
24th April 1880, No. 964, I have the honour to report that arsenic does 
not appear to be used for tanning in Madras or Mysore. 



Endorsed hy the Secretary to the Government of Madras, Military Department^ 

No. 3503, dated Ootacamnnd, the 4th Jane 1880. 

Transferred to the Judicial Department. 
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From B. Hasfeb, Esq., Secretary, Madras Trade Association, to the Chief Secretary 
to the Government of Madras, — dated Madras, the 3rd June 1880. 

I am directed to own receipt of your official memorandum No. 1142 
of ^2nd ultimo, and G. O. No. 964 of 24tli April, and to advise you 
that, so far as can be ascertained, arsenic is only used by the trade of 
Madras in the preparation of medicines. 



Order thereon. 

•His Grace the Governor in Council is of opinion that the sale of arsenic 
in this Presidency may be restricted without any reasonable objection ; 
but that any law on tiie subject should be uniform throughout India. 

2. The Government of India will be addressed accordingly. 



From C. G. W. Macfhebson, Esq., c. i. b., Acting Under Secretary to the Govern- 
^ ment of Bombay, Judicial Department, to the Offg. Secretary to the Government 
of India, Home, Revenue and Agricultural Department, — No. 8087, dated 
Bombay Castle, the 6th December 1880. 

I am directed to ac^knowledge the receipt of your letter No. 314, 
dated the 20th March last (with its accompaniments), enquiring whether 
the efPects of Bombay Act VIII. of 1866 (Poisons Act) have been such 
as to warrant the enactment of a law for regulating dealings in arsenic 
as proposed by the Government of the North-Western Provinces and 
Oudh. 

2. In reply, I am desired to forward, for submission to the Gov- 

ernment of India, copies of the 

Letter from the Commissioner of Police, replies received from the officers 

Bombay, No. 1490, dated 22nd May ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ margin, who were 

Letter from the Commissioner in Sind, consulted on the subject, and to 
No. 1326, dated 13th August 1880. state that Government are of 

Letter from the Commiss^^^^^^ opinion that, although to become 
Division, No. 2223, dated 15th Septem- , f , , «. > i° .i a , 
berl880. thoroughly effectual the Act re- 
Letter from the Commissioner, Southern quires to be strengthened, yet it has 
Division, No. P 1283, dated 23rd Sep- fceen worked without oppression or 
tember 1880. j-ze ij. j i. . ** 
Letter from the Commissioner, Central dithculty, and has m some cases 
Division, No. P 2574, dated 19th Octo- proved useful in facilitating the 
ber 1880, and accompaniment. detection of the crime of poisoning 

by arsenic. It is probable too that 
the knowledge that there is a law enabling the police to take cogni- 
zance of dealings in poison impresses the minds of the ignorant with a 
somewhat exaggerated idea of their liability to detection should they 
use poison for criminal purposes ; and it may perhaps be inferred that 
the comparative immunity of the Bombay Presidency from the crime of 
cattle-poisoning is to some extent due to the existence of the Act, as 
the system under which the village Mhars in the Bombay Presidency 
are entitled to the skins of dead cattle is similar to that which prevails 
in the North- Western Provinces and Oudh. 

3. It is no doubt true that vegetable poisons grow in abundance 
in many parts of the country, and might be used if arsenic became more 
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difficult to obtain, but the fact that arsenic is preferred to these easily 
obtained vegetable poisons indicates that they are more difficult to 
prepare or administer, or are less certain in their effects^ and that 
arsenic is the poison more especially to be guarded against. 

4. There are no reliable statistics which enable Government to 
contrast the prevalence of the crime of poisoning human beings and 
cattle before and after the passing of the Act, but the reports herewith 
transmitted show — 

(1) that in this Presidency cattle-poisoning is not very prevalent ; 

(^) that although, for the reasons stated, the Act does not 
effectually check the sale of arsenic, it does in many cases 
facilitate the detection of crime ; 

(3) that to render it more efPectual it would be necessary^ 

{a) to give increased powers rendering it penal to possess 
arsenic without a license ; 

(b) to re-impose an import duty, and register the sales and 
dealers : 

{c) to induce the Native States to adopt a similar law. 

The carrying out of this last measure will probably be attended by 
some difficulty, but in parts of the Empire not much intersected by 
Native territory the measure itself is not of very great importance. 

5. As regards the question of an import duty, I am to point out 
that prior to 18 78 arsenic paid an ad valorem import duty of five per cent., 
but it is now classed as a chemical product and imported duty-free ; and 
it appears to this Government that the imposition of a heavy import 
duty on the article in question would by enhancing its cost at the place 
of importation render it a somewhat dear article before it reaches the 
village Mhar or Chamar, and that the measure, besides benefiting the 
public revenues, would be likely to have an appreciable effect in dimi- 
nishing the application of the poison to criminal purposes. 

6. I am to add that it has been found useful to suspend the right 
of the village Mhars to the skins of dead cattle when the deaths of the 
animals in any locality have been so numerous or so suspicious as to 
suggest the idea of foul play. 



From Sir Fbank Henry Soutsb, Kt., c.s.i., Commissioner of Police, Bombay, to 
the Under Secretary to the Government of Bombay, Judicial Department, — 
No. 1490, dated Bombay, the 22nd May 1880. 

Adverting to the Resolution of Government, Judicial Department, 

Home Department Circular letters to the No 2697, dated 17th ultimo, for- 
Governments of Madras, Bengal, Pun- wardmg correspondence marginally 
jab, &c.. No. 5-307, dated 20th March noted, I have the honour to observe 

X x?®^xT loio j*joo jxT V. that these papers would appear to 
Letter No. 1818, dated 22nd November i • ^ n j. ±.i a. • 

1879, from Government, North-Westem *\3,ve special reterence to the restnc- 

Provinces and Oudh, to the Government tion of the sale of poisons in regard to 

of India, with accompaniments. cattle-poisoning. Within the limits 

of the Town and Island of Bombay crime of this class is almost unknown. 
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2. As regards the working of Act VIII. of 1866 within the limits 
of Bombay, I am not prepared to say that its introduction has percep- 
tibly checked the crime of poisoning, or that poisons such as arsenic 
have been placed out of the reach of evil-disposed persons. 



From H. N. 6. Ebskinb, Esq., Commissioner in Sind, to His Excellency the Right 
Honourable the Govbrbtob and Pbesident in Council, Bombay, — No. 1326, 
dated Kurrachee, the 13th August 1880. 

I have caused inquiries to be made throughout Sind on the subject 
of the working of Bombay Act VIII. of 1866, to try and procure the 
information called for in Government Resolution No. 2-697, dated the 
17 th of April last. 

a. The crime of poisoning is fortunately not a common one, and 
if this method of taking life is resorted to, common vegetable poisons 
seem to be used in preference to arsenic or other mineral poisons. 

3. Cattle-poisoning by arsenic is almost unknown.- There are un- 
fortunately no statistics available to show the number of cases of poison- 
ing annually before the passing of Bombay Act VIII., so it is impos- 
sible to draw any comparison between the number of cases before and 
since the passing of the Act, but I am informed that the number of 
cases has always been so small that no marked change could have re- 
sulted. 

4. I have always thought that the restrictions in the Bombay Act 
are not sufficiently strict to act as any real check on crime, as poisons I 
believe can always be easily procured, but in principle the Act is a good 
one, and I would rather impose fresh restrictions than remove those al- 
ready in existence. The provisions of the Act, even in its present shape, 
are useful as checking the indiscriminate sale of poisons, but, as I have 
already remarked, it is impossible to say that they have had any efiPect 
in checking a crime which in Sind has not been practised to any marked 
extent. 



From L. Bbid, Esq, Commissioner, Northern Division, to the Chief Secretary to the 
Government of Bombay, — No. 2223, dated Poona, the 15th September 1880. 

With reference to Government Resolution No. 2697, dated 17th 
April last, I have the honour to state, for the information of Govern- 
Panch Mahals. ment, that the Collectors noted in 

Kalra. the margin, whom I consulted, re- 

g^^^^' port that cases of cattle-poisoning 

Xhana. ^^ rare in their districts, and that 

Colaba. fresh legislation for regulating the 

sale of arsenic is uncalled for. In this opinion I concur. 

2. The Collector of Thana reports that the provisions of Bombay 
Act VIII. of 1866 are not rigidly enforced in his district, and that, 
therefore, he is unable to state what the effects would be if the enact- 
ment were properly worked. The Collector has been requested to see 
that its provisions are duly acted upon in future. 
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3. The Collector of Ahmedabad remarks very truly that the Act 
is inoperative in districts intermingled with foreign territory, and points 
out that it will remain so until the unlicensed possession of arsenic is 
made penal. It does not appear, however, that "arsenic is used to any 
extent in order to destroy life, and therefore no legislation in the direc- 
tion pointed out by Mr. Mackenzie seems called for. 



From A. Cbawfobd, Esq., Commissioner, Southern Division, to the Chief Secretary 
to the Government of Bombay,— No. P — 1283, dated Poena, the 23rd September 
1880. 

With reference to Government Resolution No. 2697 of 17th April 
last, I have the honour to state that during the last year 68 offences 
were reported to have taken place in this Division under the following 
heads, and in 32 cases conviction was obtained. 



District. 



MXTBDES BY 
POISON. 



•«>•- 



Belgaum 

Dharwar 

Ealadgi 

Eanara 

Katnagiri 



Total ... 



OD 



3 

1 

1^ 



2 



2 



•a 

S3 



2 



3 



Cattlb- 

P0I80NIN0. 



I 



12 

6 

17 



85 



u 

1 



1 

8 



16 



Attempted 

MUBDEB 
BY POISON. 



S3 



2 



a 



Attempted 

CJLTTLE* 
POISONINO. 






3 



9 



16 



i 



3 



6 



12 



Total. 



u 

9 



16 



12 



28 



2 



58 



S3 



10 



15 



82 



From the above it will be seen that cattle-poisoning is not very rife 
in this Division. 

2. The Act VIII. of 1866 is imdoubtedly of great benefit, inas- 
much as it prevents, to a certain extent, the sale of arsenic for illegal 
purposes ; but besides arsenic, leaves, roots, and seeds of trees, of which 
there are many poisonous kinds to be found anywhere in the jungle, 
are used in poisoning cattle. This, and other difficulties in the matter, 
cannot be met by legislation. With a view, however, to check more 
efficiently than at present the illegal sale of arsenic and other poisonous 
drug mentioned in the Act, I would suggest that offences against the 
provisions of the Act be made cognizable by the police. These cases are 
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difficult to prove, and delay is fatal. It is therefore desirable that the 
police should be authorized to enquire promptly into such cases and to 
take active measures to ensure conviction. 



From E. P. Robertson, Esq., Commissioner, Central Division, to the Chief Secretary 
to the Government of Bombay, — No. P — 2574, dated Poena, the 19th October 1880. 

I have the honour to submit the report called for in Government 
Resolution No. 2697, dated 17th April 1880. 

2. I append a precis of the reports of the District Magistrates of 
this Division, whose opinions on the subject were also invited by me. 

3. Bombay Act VIII. of 1866 (to regulate and restrict the sale of 
poisons) is rendered in efPectual, in a great measure, owing to the facilities 
with which poison, including arsenic, can be obtained and imported from 
foreign territory, with which our own districts are almost surrounded* 
This is a difficulty of some magnitude, and one that can only be satis- 
factorily met by some such measure as that suggested by the District' 
Magistrate, Satara, namely, that whatever restrictions on the sale of 
poisons, and especially arsenic, are placed in British territory, the same 
to be effectual should, as far as practicable, be extended also to the 
surrounding Native States and foreign territory not excluding that of 
His Highness the Nizam. 

4. Arsenic is generally believed to be the poison used in the com- 
mission of the crime of cattle-poisoning. I agree therefore with the 
District Magistrate, Satara, that it is desirable that the sale of this 
poison should be permitted only under a separate license and tinder 
careful restrictions, to provide which the Bombay Poisons Act will 
require to be modified. 

5. Among the restrictions, there should, I think, be a provision 
that no more than a certain quantity shall be in possession of a licensed 
vendor ; that the quantity to be sold to any one person shall be limited ; 
that the stock and account of sales shdll always be open to inspection 
by any officer of police of not lower grade than an Inspector ; that no 
person shall be allowed to purchase arsenic except under a permit from a 
Magistrate or Police Officer of lower standing than an Inspector ; and 
that no importation of the drug by licensed vendors shall be* made 
except under a pass from the Collector of the District. It would also 
be well if the possession by any person of arsenic exceeding a certain 
quantity be made a penal offence when proof of its purchase from a 
duly licensed vendor cannot be furnished, or in the case of a licensed 
vendor, when the quantity in his possession is found to exceed that 
which by his license he is permitted to keep in stock. 

6. As pointed out by the District Magistrate, Nasik, arsenic 
seems never to be imported as a separate drug ; and yet there is no 
doubt it is received in large quantities from the Presidency Town by 
licensed vendors and others. If, therefore, the exportation of arsenic 
from the Presidency Town, or from one British district to another, be 
allowable only on permit from the Collector or other chief authority, 
there will be some check on its indiscriminate transport from place to 
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place, which would be beneficial in tracing or checking' crimes effected by 
the use of this deadly poison. 

7. The crime of cattle-poisoning is generaUy imputed to a class 
of people who often, revenging themselves for some fancied or real 
wrong, benefit also by the possession of the skins of the dead animals. 
The suggestion of the Disfaict Magistrate, Satara, to deprive the class 
of this right seems a strong measure, and one which I do not think 
can be enforced, except at considerable cost in the way of compensation, 
and I think the provision in clause (d), section ^4: of the Bombay 
Watan Act III. of 1874, which authorizes the attachment, during the 
pleasure of Government, of the watans of persons whom the Collector 
may have reason to believe to have been guilty of, or to have connived 
at, the commission of the crime of cattle-poisoning, in places where 
such crime prevails to any extent, is, . I think, a wholesome one, and 
ought to be effectual as against the criminal classes mentioned. ^ , 

8. Generally in the mofussil it is believed that arsenic is not a 
necessity as regards manufactures, and the restrictions recommended in 
the matter of its importation and sale outside the Presidency Towns 
should not therefore occasion any real hardship, while the advantages 
that may be expected seem such as to justify the imposition of such 
restrictions. 



Precis of the Reports of the District Magistrates of the Central Division 
on the working of Bombay Act VIII. of 1866 {to regulate and 
restrict the sale of poisons), and especially as regards the use of 
arsenic in the crime of cattle-poisoning. 

Sholapur. — The District Magistrate of Sholapur, Mr. Spry, re- 
ports that Act VIII. of 1866, so far as arsenic is concerned, remains 
almost a dead letter, as any small quantities of arsenic can easily be 
imported into the Sholapur District from the surrounding foreign 
territory where there are no restrictions as to its sale. Though cases of 
cattle-^isoning do sometimes occur, the crime is not carried on in the 
way it seems to be in the North-Western Provinces, while, if it were 
so carried on, he is doubtful whether the Act would be very efficacious 
owing to the facilities for importing poison mentioned above. The 
District Superintendent of Police is also of opinion with the District 
Magistrate that the most rigorous enforcement of any law for the pur- 
pose of regulating dealings in arsenic will not be very favourable in 
its results in a district like Sholapur, which is surrounded on all sides 
by Native States. 

Nasik, — The District Magistrate, Mr. Ramsay, reports that, from 
information obtained from the Traffic Manager, Great Indian Peninsular 
Railway, he does not find that any arsenic as such has been booked to 
any station in the district during the six months ending 30th April 
18^0 ; but this, he observes, does not prove that arsenic is not exported, 
as it would be very easy to conceal it in other packages. In the opinion 
of Major Wilson, the District Superintendent of Police, the possession 
of any arsenic obtained otherwise than through a licensed retailer should 
be made a penal offence ; the burden of proving this to lie on the person 
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found in possession of it. Provision should also^ he considers^ be made 
in the Poisons Act for inspection of accounts and stock by the police. 
Arsenic, he observes, is easily procurable by any one, but it is very 
difficult to ascertain how or &om whom it is obtained. In the Nasik 
District there are only five licensed vendors. Cattle-poisoning, though not 
nearly so general as in other districts which have gained a notoriety for 
this species of ofiEence, is still by no means unknown in Nasik, and many 
cases are never detected, while in many more, no doubt, suspicion has 
not even been aroused. Mr. Bamsay has little doubt that arsenic is 
procurable, when wanted, otherwise than from licensed dealers, wbile 
any one intending to use it for an unlawful purpose is sure not to run 
the risk of having his name entered as a purchaser in a licensed vendor^s 
books. The only remedy Mr. Bamsay can suggest is to place arsenic 
in all its forms under the same restrictions as regards sale and transport 
of gunpowder. Arsenic, he observes, is an imported article, so there 
should be no difficulty in doing this ; and as he presumes the whole 
supply comes from Bombay, a very great check could be imposed on 
its illicit sale, by rendering* it illegal to export arsenic except under a 
pass, and then only to a licensed dealer, and with the permission of the 
Magistrate of the district into which it is to be imported. Arsenic, he 
further observes, is very little, if at all, used in Native manufactures ; but 
even if otherwise, legitimate trade would not be interfered with under 
an arrangement such as that suggested, and only the illicit dealer would 
be affected, which is precisely the object to be attained. In Europe, 
where arsenic is largely used for manufacturing purposes, police 
surveillance would be impracticable and even intolerable, but here in 
this country it is clear that the traffic in arsenic is chiefly for purposes 
of crime, and no regulations for its sale can therefore be too stringent. 
Another remedy, on the supposition that arsenic is not a necessity in 
this country for any ii^ustry, and seeing that is entirely imported by 
sea, might, Mr. Bamsay thinks, be found in the imposition of a heavy 
customs duty, which would strike at the very root of the evil ; but 
this might stffect certain trades in the Presidency Towns of which he 
is not aware. At the same time it is not to be supposed that keeping 
out arsenic would put an end to cattle-poisoning, as doubtless some other 
poison would be found to take its place ; but as no poison is so certain 
or so deadly, some good, he thinks^ will be effected. 

PooNA. — ^The District Magistrate, Mr. Bichey, in forwarding a 
report from the District Superintendent of Police on the subject, 
observes that there is no evidence of any abuse of arsenic in this 
district which would seem to call for special legislation. The District 
Superintendent of Police reports that arsenic does not appear to be 
imported or used in any of the industries in any large quantities. That 
though the crime returns for the last 15 years shew 172 cases of 
cattle-poisoning and 17 murders by arsenic, still he does not think these 
are all proved cases of poisoning with ai*senic. He adds that there 
are only five licensed vendors in the district. 

Sataea.— The District Magistrate, Mr. Stewart, reports that there 
is no doubt the crime of cattle-poisoning is very prevalent in the Satara 
District and especially in the talukas to th^ south and east. The 
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crime Is committed chiefly by Mhars and Mangs, who have an additional 
temptation to destroy cattle by way of avenging any fancied or real 
wrong, in the right they claim to the skins of all dead animals. Fre- 
quent complaints of cattle-poisoning are made to the Magistracy, but 
in a very large proportion of cases the aggrieved parties do not com- 
plain, preferring to bear their loss in silence rather than risk further 
vengeance by prosecuting the suspected poisoners. The crime is very diffi- 
cult of detection. It is easy to ascertain that an animal has been poisoned, 
but as the poison is generally administered in the fields and jungles, it 
is exceedingly difficult to find evidence as to who administered it, and 
prosecutions therefore frequently break down. To remove the tempt- 
ation to commit this offence, it would, Mr. Stewart suggests, be 
advisable to abolish the right to take skins which the Mhars and 
Mangs assert ; but this course would be attended with great difficulty 
as the right is largely recognized, and unless compensation is given 
whole communities of Mhars and Mangs would be seriously 
affected. That Government fully recognize the watan huks 
of these classes, and the offence of cattle-poisoning i& clearly 
shewn from the provisions of Part X., section 64, clause (d) of 
the Watan Act. Under section 3 of Bombay Act VIII. of 1866, licenses 
are granted for the sale of poisons, and no sale of arsenic or any prepara- 
tion of arsenic can be made by any unlicensed person. The restrictions 
laid down in sections 13 and 14 are enforced, but it is clear from the 
uses to which arsenic is put and the character of the persons in whose 
possession it is frequently found, that these restrictions are insufficient, 
and that they can easily be evaded. Mr. Stewart does not believe that 
all the arsenic which is used for cattle-poisoning is procured from the 
licensed vendors, but believes that a great deal of it is brought from 
Native States by fakirs and itenerant dealers and sold clandestinely, 
as cases of this kind have occtirred in his magisterial experience. One 
great necessity therefore is that, whatever restrictive measures are adopt- 
ed in British territory, the same should be enforced in the Native 
States. Arsenic for cattle-poisoning, that is, procured from the licensed 
vendors, is not usually purchased by the cattle-poisoners themselves, 
but by others in collusion with them, and these persons assign some 
plausible reason for the purchase which is duly recorded in the books, 
and into which the vendor has no interest in enquiring. A licensed 
vendor will not generally sell arsenic to a Mhar direct, but 
one of that caste would have no difficulty in obtaining it through 
a third person. Mr. Stewart thinks the precautions laid down in the 
Act require supplementing, and he suggests the following restrictions : 

{a) Limitation of the number of the licensed vendors. 

{b) None but persons of approved character and respectability 
to be allowed licenses to sell. 

{c) The vend of arsenic should be separate from that of other 
poisons. 

{d) Arsenic should be sold only to persons holding a permit 
signed by a Magistrate of any class or by a Superin- 
tendent, Assistant Superintendent, or an Inspector of 
Police, who should, before granting such permits. 
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make some enquiry into the character of the person 
requiring it and the purpose for which the arsenic is 
required. These restrictions might cause some incon- 
venience to persons requiring arsenic for any special 
purpose, but society in general and the cultivating 
classes in particular would largely benefit by the 
measure, while the vendors will be - relieved of the 
responsibility of discriminating as to who should be 
allowed to purchase ; and he observes that in order to 
provide for the separation of arsenic from other poisons 
and the issue of a distinct license for its sale, but very 
little alteration would be needed in the Poisons Act of 
this Presidency. 

Ahmednagae. — The District Magistrate, Mr. King, forwards a 
return of cases of cattle-poisoning in the district for the three years 
1877, 1878 and 1879, received by him from the Superintendent of 
Police, which shows that in the three years mentioned the number of cases 
of cattle-poisoning reported was 47, and that in 13 cases convictions were 
obtained ; from which facts he argues that the Bombay Act, with its 
restrictions on the sale of poisons, has worked well, as it has often 
facilitated the detection of murder and of cattle-poisoning — a view which 
is shared by the District Superintendent of Police, Captain Babington. 

Khaitdesh. — The District Magistrate, Mr. East, observes, from 
information he has obtained from the District Superintendent of Police, 
that cattle-poisoning does not seem a prevalent offence in Khandesh, 
since for the last 10 or 12 years no complaints of such cases of crime 
have been received. 

Mr. East is not, however, disposed to attribute this result to the 
operation of Act III. of 1866, as in other districts it has not proved 
effectual to prevent cases of cattle-poisoning. He considers rather that 
the comparative immunity from such crime enjoyed in Khandesh is due 
to the better condition of, and absence of vindictive feeling amongst, 
the Mhars and other low castes. In the absence of such crime he is 
unable to adduce any facts throwing light upon the operation of the 
Act. 



From HoBACB A. Cocebhell, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Judicial, 
Political and Appointment Departments, to the Secretary to the Government of 
India, Home, Revenue and Agricultural Department, — No. 3144, dated Calcutta, 
the 28th June 1880. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of the two letters from 

your Office noted on the margin, ask- 
No. 745, dated the 3rd July 1879. ing for any remarks that the Lieu- 
No. 313, dated the 20th March 1880. tenant-Govemor may desire to ofiEer 

in regard to the results elicited by the enquiries made by Mr. Spedding, 
Officiating Magistrate of Goruckpur, on the subject of the sale and 
use of arsenic for the purpose of cattle-poisoning. The Government of 
India also enquire specifically whether the Lieutenant-Governor would 
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advise the enactment of any law restricting the sale of arsenic as pro- 
posed by the Government of the North-Western Provinces and Oudh, 
and how far in the Lower Provinces arsenic majr be regarded as neces- 
sary for manufactures, such as tanning or the curing of hides. 

2. The question of restricting by law the possession and sale of 
poisonous and dangerous drugs in Bengal has, from time to time, 
engaged the attention of this Government. The last occasion on which 
the question was considered was in 1873, when Sir George Campbell 
^ . , XX ^T .ooo a X J ^1. r^i. submitted* it to the Government 
• "^t^^Sis""^- *'**' ^' '* of India, and strongly nrged that 

TT-j » io^« 4-1.:. a^i^^^/x» the sale of white arsenic and 

F*<^ page 12 of tniB Selection. ''"^ o«%^v 

other poisons should be placed under 

stringent legal restriction. The Government of India, however, in 

^T ^ XT HAA A 4. A ^u a*.x. T. ^^^c 1874,t aftcr reviewing the 
t Le^r^No. 744, dated the 8th June ^^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ p^3. 

Vide page 67 of this SeLedion. ^^^^n of poisons, decided a^inst 

any further legislative restrictions. 
On the present occasion the question has, as the Government of India 
are aware, been raised by the Government of the North- Western Pro- 
vinces and Oudh. Cattle-poisoning by means of arsenic which, pre- 
vious to the year 1874, was very prevalent in some of the Eastern 
Districts of the North-Western Provinces, but which seemed to have 
been stamped out, re-appeared. The cattle-poisoners were supposed to 
obtain their supplies of arsenic from dealers in Calcutta; and in Janu- 
ary 1879 the Government of the North-Western Provinces and Oudh 
asked the co-operation of the Bengal Police in tracing the sources 
from which arsenic is obtained. The Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, 
and the Inspector General of Police were directed to afford Mr. 
Spedding every assistance in their power in prosecuting his enquiries, and, 
en receipt of your letter of the 3rd of July, they were asked to submit 
reports showing the local centres from which cattle-poisoning operations 
are conducted, and the sources from which the arsenic used for poisoning 
<5attle is obtained. These reports have now been received. 

4. The enquiries made by the Inspector General show, what was 
indeed known before, that cattle-poisoning, although probably less pre- 
valent in the territories under the Lieutenant-Governor's jurisdiction 
than in the North-Western Provinces, prevails to a considerable extent 
in many districts in the Lower Provinces, and especially in the districts 
of the Patna Division. Patna (including Dinapore) is apparently the 
centre from which the operations in Behar, and to some extent those in 
the North-Western Provinces, are conducted. The District Superintend- 
ent of Police, Patna, believes that scattered about there are sirdar 
chamars who are in direct communication with the hide merchants ; the 
hide merchants make advances to the sirdar chamars for the supply of 
80 many hides per annum, or within a certain period; the sirdar 
chamars procure arsenic from Calcutta, and distribute it to their regular 
constituents among the village chamars in all the districts around them ; 
these men then sub-divide the arsenic amongst others of their caste, who 
use it for the purpose of poisoning cattle, and then buy or appropriate 
the skins ; the skins are then taken to the sirdar, who makes them over 
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to the hide merchant ; and the proceeds of the sale are afterwards dis- 
tributed amongst all those engaged in fixed and recognized proportions. 
The District Superintendent of Police has no means of ascertaining^ 
within sufficient time to be of any use^ where cattle are dying at an 
abnormally high rate from symptoms indicating that death was caused 
by poison. 

j 4. The average amount of arsenic imported annually into Calcutta 

A nr -n vv ^^ stated to be 1,600 cwt. The 

I m3: ii^S'S-Oerteriey. ^^^^^7 ^PO^ed during 1878 waa 

Doyal Chand Dutt. 1,337 Cwt., of which 1,010 cwt. was 

Nuffer Chunder J)utt. gold in Calcutta ; the names of the 

S, B. Elias. The Commissioner of Police states 

that Cawnpore and Agra receive the 
largest consignments of arsenic from Calcutta, and the enquiries made 
by the Inspector General show that all, or very nearly all, the arsenic 
consumed in Upper Bengal is sent from Calcutta, the greater part go- 
ing in the first instance to Patna. Besides the quantity consigned by 
rail, it is very probable that arsenic is taken by Natives to Behar and 
the North-Westem Provinces in their own boxes and packages. At 
present there are no restrictions on the sale of arsenic, and the poison 
can be bought at Calcutta as readily and openly as rice or any other 
food-grain. Throughout the province also small quantities can be pro- 
cured in every hftt or bazaar. 

5. With reference to the enquiry as to the extent to which arse- 
nic may be regarded as necessary for manufactures, I am directed to 
forward the accompanying copy of a memorandum prepared by Mr* 
Pedler, Professor of Chemistry at the Presidency College. The Lieu- 
tenant-Governor is not able to give any definite information as to the 
amount of the difPerent compounds of arsenic used in preserving hides, 
but there is no doubt that they are largely used for this purpose. 
Messrs . Emsthausen and Oesterley, a firm of high standing in Calcutta, 
have recently sent to their Agent at Dinapore a large consignment of 
yellow arsenic for the purpose of curing hides. 

6. The annexed statement indicates, though not fully, the ex- 
tent of the hide trade in Bengal. The total number of hides exported 
from Calcutta to foreign and Indian ports during the four years 1875- 
76 to 1878-79 and ten months of 1879-80, was 27,373,976, and the 
total value of the hides was Rs. 7,02,85,791. Any proposal that 
would interfere with, or tend to check, an enormous trade of this des- 
cription should, the Lieutenant-Governor thinks, be very carefully con- 
sidered. The difficulty in the way of restricting or licensing the 
trade in arsenic is that the people who use the poison for the purpose of 
destroying cattle belong to the same class and caste as those who re- 
quire the poison for the legitimate purposes of their trade. Although 
there are probably substances better adapted for curing leather than 
any form of arsenic, still there is no doubt that arsenic is one of the 
cheapest and most effective preservatives of leather and skins, and any 
restriction on its sale would certainly have the effect of materially 
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raising its price and rendering it difficult for hide dealers and chamard 
to obtain it for the purpose of curing the skins of large numbers of 
cattle that die from natural causes. It would also, the Lieutenant- 
Governor believes, be of little use to impose restrictions on the sale 
of only white arsenic. The two compounds of arsenic — realgar and 
orpiment — are largely used in Bengal in the hide trade, the manufac- 
ture of shellac, and for other purposes; and if there is really a 
strong demand for white arsenic for cattle-poisoning, there would 
probably be found in all the large towns in the Lower Provinces men 
with a sufficient knowledge of chemistry to enable them to prepare 
white arsenic from the compounds, the traffic in which it is not proposed 
to restrict. It must also be borne in mind that the imposition of any 
restriction upon a trade in which men of the poorer classes in remote 
villages are engaged places in the hands of an uneducated and poorly- 
paid police an additional power which is at any time liable to be used 
as a means of extortion and oppression. 

7. Having regard to these considerations, and to the orders passed 
by the Government of India in 1874, the Lieutenant-Governor is not 
prepared to make any further recommendation in favour of bringing the 
sale of arsenic under administrative supervision. Sir Ashley Eden, 
however, is of opinion that something may be done to check the opera- 
tions of professional cattle-poisoners by more effective police action, by 
the employment of approvers, and by the deputation of special detectives 
employed solely for some time in following the movements of the trade 
in arsenic, and tracing supplies from the centres of the trade, like Patna 
and Dinapore, to the more remote villages where they are used either 
legitimately by the village currier for the purposes of his trade or illegi- 
timately for destroying cattle. 



Memorandum on the use, 8fc,, of the Compounds of Arsenic, hy Alexander 
Pedler, Es(i,y Professor of Chemistryy Presidency College, — dated 
the Uth April 1880. 

The metal arsenic is very widely distributed in nature, but 
not usually in very large quantities. The metal itself is found native, 
but it more generally occurs in combination with sulphur, as orpiment 
and realgar, and in combination with various metals, such as iron, 
cobalt, nickel, &c. It has also been detected in small quantities com- 
bined with oxygen as white arsenic: 

2. So far as I am aware arsenical ores occur only in very small 
quantities in India Proper, and the nearest supplies are to be found in 
Upper Burma and China, where both orpiment and realgar are obtained. 

3. All the white arsenic (arsenic trioxide ^ ^) sent into commerce 
is, however, prepared artificially from various ores, and although con- 
siderable quantities of realgar (arsenic disulphide ^ |) and of orpi- 
ment (arsenic trisulphide ^ ®) are found in nature, yet a large pro- 
portion, probably the greater part of these articles used commercially, 
is artificially manufactured. Healgar is usually made direct from other 
ars^enic ores containing sulphur, but, on the other hand, artificial 
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orplment is not made direct from the ores, but from white arsenic. As' 
thus prepared, orpiment usually contains considerable quantities of 
white arsenic, and is, therefore, almost as poisonous as white arsenic 
itself. Realgar is also stated to be poisonous, more especially when 
mixed with lime — a form in which it is frequently employed. Almost 
all compounds of arsenic are very poisonous; white arsenic and the 
compounds prepared from it are, on the whole, the most poisonous and 
the most frequently used as poisons ; but cases of intentional poisoning 
by orpiment, and probably also by- realgar, have been known in Europe. 

4. White arsenic can very readily be prepared both from realgar 
and orpiment by any one possessing slight chemical or metallurgical 
skill. By simply heating or burning either of these two substances in 
a good current of air, the arsenic is converted into the vapour of white 
arsenic, which can be readily condensed in any cold vessel. In all 
probability, however, this would be a process beyond the average skill of 
a Bengali ; it would not, however, be beyond the power of any one who 
had received a certain amount of instruction in chemistry. 

5. The legitimate industrial uses of arsenic and its compounds are 
as follows. 

6. The metal arsenic is chiefly used for the purpose of hardening 
lead in the manufacture of shot ; it also seems to prevent the distortion 
of the falling drops of metal, thus securing regular globules, whereby 
the manufacture is greatly facilitated. 

The impure metal is said to be used as a fly poison. 

The metal is also burnt in oxygen gas, when it gives a very bril- 
liant light, which is used for signal purposes in some of the Trigono- 
metrical Survey services. 

7. "White arsenic is used in the manufacture of ordinary glass, and 
also to prepare a white glasslike enamel. 

It is stated that white arsenic is largely used as an application to 
wood-work to prevent the attack of white-ants and also for the prepara- 
tion of skins and hides on a large scale, but there is no public record of 
these uses. It is certainly an ingredient in arsenical soap, which is 
employed in the preservation of the skins of animals. 

Arsenite of soda has been used to prevent the incrustation of 
boilers, it is also used in dyeing and calico-printing. Arsenite of copper 
(Scheele^s green) is used as a pigment for paper-hangings, feathers, 
muslins, &c. 

Arsenite of potash (Fowler^s solution) is used in medicine. 

White arsenic is generally employed in the preparation of all the 
other arsenic compounds. 

8. Arsenic acid ( ^^ o^ jg ^^q^ yQ^y largely in the manufacture of 
magenta; it is also used in calico-printing in the place of tartaric acid. 
Its soda salt (the so-called dung-salt) is now used instead of cows'-dung 
in certain calico-printing operations. 

9. Realgar is used largely in the preparation of signal lights, 
such as ^^ Bengal fire/^ and in pyrotechny. It is also used in dyeing 
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with indigo, to reduce the blue indigo to white indigo. When mixed 
with lime, it is employed in the preparation of skins and hides for 
removing the hair. It is also stated to be used in the preparation of 
orange shell-lac. On account of its brilliant red colour, realgar is 
very considerably used as a pigment. 

10. Orpiment has been used as a pigment, called King's yellow, 
from very early periods, but it is now almost replaced by the Chrome- 
yellows. It is used in indigo dyeing to reduce the blue to white indigo, 
and abo to prepare " rasma/' a paste employed in dressing skins in order 
to remove the hair, and which consists of nine parts lime and one part 
of orpiment mixed with water. 

11. So far as I am aware, the above are the principal legitimate 
uses of the arsenic compounds. In India, however, their employment 
is very much limited, and I believe that at the present time, with the 
exception of the small quantities of white arsenic used in medicine, and 
of the quantities said to be used in the preparation of hides and for the 
protection of wood-work against white-ants, there are no legitimate uses 
for any arsenical compounds, except realgar and orpiment, which are 
employed for the operations previously noticed. Of course all the uses 
of the compoimds above mentioned might at some future time be 
introduced into India. 
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From W. M. Toukg, Esq., Secretary to the Government of the Punjab, to the Officiat- 
ing Secretary to the Government of India, Home, Revenue and Agricultural 
Department, — No 3644, dated Lahore, the 19th November 1880. 

Your letter No. 6—308 of 20th March^ forwai'ded some corre- 
spondence regarding the sale and use of arsenic for cattle-poisoning 
and asked for the opinion of the Honourable the Lieutenant-Governor 
on the advisabiliiy of placing restrictions on the sale of this drug. 

2. In reply, I am directed to state that careful enquiries have 
been made in the districts where the curing and preparation of hides 
are chiefly carried on, and, as far as can be ascertained, the legitimate 
uses of arsenic in manufactures are very few in this Province. It is 
rarely, if at all, used in the preparation of hides. The offence of cattle- 
poisoning by arsenic is not common in the Punjab, and Sir Robert 
Egerton does not consider that restrictions on its sale are necessary 
here ; but there would be no difficulty in controlling it, nor would 
such restrictions impede, or unduly interfere with, its legitimate use in 
manufactures. 

From A. U. Fanshawe, Esq., Officiating Assistant Secretary to the Chief Commis- 
sioner of the Central Provinces, to the Officiating Secretary to the Government of 
India, Home, Revenue and Agricultural Department, — No. 3283 — 178, dated 
Nagpur, the 4th September 1880. 

With reference to your letter No. 6 — 309 of the 20th March 
last, and printed enclosures, on the subject of restricting the sale of 
arsenic, I am directed to reply as follows. 

2. The Government of the North-Western Provinces and Oudh " 
is of o]^inion that a strong case has been made out for regulating deal- 
ings in this poison. It has been ascertained that in parts of those 
Provinces a regular system of cattle-poisoning by arsenic is in ex- 
istence ; and the express object of that Government in recommending 
restrictions on the sale of arsenic is to check this special form of a 
particular crime. It is apparently believed that if the crime in this 
special form is prevented, it will not find any fresh development; and, 
at any rate, there is the habitual use of arsenic by a particular class for 
the purposes of cattle-poisoning, and it may fairly be urged that this 
should not be treated with indifference. But in these Provinces there 
is no organized or general cattle-poisoning, so far as it is known, and 
the reports now received show that in the occasional cases which have 
occurred arsenic has not been the poison used. So far, therefore, as 
these Provinces are concerned, special reasons for regulating the sale 
of arsenic cannot be said to exist, and, in the absence of such reasons, 
the Chief Commissioner is not prepared to advise the enactment of a 
general law for this purpose. The utmost that could be said in favour 
of such a law, speaking still on the experience of the Central Provinces, 
is, that it would remove a possible temptation to persons who are 
looking about for means for the commission of crime ; and as there 
are so many other poisons at hand, the advantages of restricting the 
sale of one would be altogether incommensurate with the trouble 
which would J)e entailed in order to effectually secure that arsenio 
should be sold under proper safeguards. 
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3. I am to add that there is no evidence that arsenic is used in 
preparing hides^ or in other local manufacture^ in the Central Provinces. 



From E. S. Stkes, Esq., Officiating Junior Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of 
British Barma, to the Offg. Secretary to the Government of India, Home, Revenue 
and Agricultural Department, — No. 2369 — ^, dated Rangoon, the 20th April 
1880. 

In reply to your letter No. 5 — 310, dated the 20th March 1880, 
I am directed to say that cattle-poisoning by means of arsenic is not 
practised in British Burma, and that, in the Chief Commissioner's 
opinion, there is no necessity for an Act for this Province such as that 
proposed by the Government of the North- Western Provinces and 
Oudh. 



From C. J. Ltall, Esq., c. i. B., Offg. Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of Assam* 
to the Offg Secretary to the Government of India, Home, Revenue and Agricul* 
tural Department,— No. 1704, dated Shillong, the 6th October 1880. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 5 — 311, 
dated the 20th March 1880, forwarding a communication from the 
Government of the North- Western Provinces on the subject of the sale 
and use of arsenic for the purpose of cattle-poisoning, and enquiring 
whether, in the opinion of the Chief Commissioner, it would be advisable 
to enact any law restricting the sale of arsenic as proposed by that 
Government. 

2» In reply, I am to say that the papers have been circulated to 
all Deputy Commissioners in Assam and an expression of their opinions 
invited ; but their replies afEorded the Chief Commissioner very little 
assistance in coming to a conclusion on the subject. The Deputy Com- 
missioners are generally agreed that cattle-poisoning for the sake of 
their hides is unknown in Assam, except to a small extent in the 
Goalpara District, and there it is defeated by the villagers themselves 
destroying the hides. As there is no organized trade in hides in Assam, 
the temptation to poison cattle has not arisen, but all the Deputy Com- 
missioners are agreed that some legislative action is desirable to restrict 
the sale of arsenic. 

3. Sir Steuart Bayley's experience in the Behar Districts, where 
the crime of cattle-poisoning is exceedingly common, coincides entirely 
with that of Mr. Spedding. That arsenic is imported into those dis- 
tricts in large quantities, that the central hide dealers in Dinapore give 
advances to chamars for the collection of hides, that almost every 
chamar keeps in his possession a certain amount of white arsenic, that 
this substance is generally employed in cattle-poisoning, and that the 
hides of cattle dying in the fields are looked upon as the legitimate 
perquisite of the village chamars. All these facts are • thoroughly well 
established, and the difiiculty of dealing with the crime of cattle-poison- 
ing, owing to the universal possession of arsenic by the chamars, has 
always been felt as a serious obstacle by the police authorities of the 
province. The possession of arsenic, however, has always been justified 
as necessary to the curing of hides, and Sir Steuart Bayley learns for 
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the first time from Mr. Spedding^s report that there is any reason to 
doubt the fact of arsenic being generally employed in this legitimate 
process. The subject is well worthy of further enquiry, and Sir 
Steuart Bayley regrets that he can throw no light upon it. He was 
under the impression that arsenic was really used by the chamars for the 
preservation of hides during their removal to the curers. If this is 
not the case, the main obstacle to penal legislation is removed. 

4. The possession of arsenic leads to other crimes than cattle- 
poisoning, llie Chief Commissioner has met with more than one 
murder committed by chamars, which would probably not have been 
committed had it not been for the opportune possession of arsenic. In 
one case a chamar woman deliberately poisoned her child, who had been 
beaten by a neighbour, in order to throw on the latter the guilt of 
murder instead of assault. It can scarcely be doubted that the uncon- 
trolled possession of arsenic led to the crime, and probably leads to 
many more that are not detected. Nor, though the crime of cattle- 
poisoning is still unknown, or at least undetected, in Assam, it is pro- 
bable that the influx of up-country coolies, with a sprinkling of chamars 
among them, will fail to cause such a promising field for the cattle- 
poisoner to be systematically worked sooner or later. There is no 
province where the possession of cattle is more sought after as a sign 
of wealth and position, and none in which the cattle are so much left 
to themselves, and therefore to the chance of being poisoned. 

The Chief Commissioner would therefore not exempt Assam from 
any law that may be introduced for controlling the possession of poisons, 
and on general grounds he thinks such a law to be urgently called for. 
The draft outline given by Mr. Spedding would, he thinks, be useful 
as a first experimental attempt to control the possession of the particular 
poison most generally used for cattle-poisoning ; but it is not probable 
that this can be accepted as the final step in the direction of controlling 
the possession and the sale of poisons. The question, however, in regard 
to other poisons is not raised in the present correspondence ; and, con- 
fining himself to Ulie particular subject of Mr. Spedding's report, the 
Chief Commissioner would strongly urge the introduction of such a 
law as he recommends, as likely to give a decided, though not a com- 
plete, check to the systematic crime of cattle-poisoning« 



From Major G. H. Tb^vob, Secretary for Berar to the Besideat at Hyderabad, 
to the Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, Home, Bevenue and 
Agricoltural Department, — ^No. 238, dated Hyderabad, the 20th August 1880. 

I am directed to adinowledge the receipt of your letter No. 5—312, 
dated 20th March last, enquiring, with reference to the sale and use 
of arsenic in the North-Western Provinces and Oudh for the purpose 
of cattle-poisoning, whether, in the opinion of the Resident, the enact- 
ment of any law restricting its sale is necessary, and, if so, how far 
arsenic may be regarded as essential for manufactures, such as the 
tanning and curing of skins in Berar. 

In reply, I am to submit a memorandum embodying the views 
of the Judicial Commissioner and District Officers in Berar on the 
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subject^ and to state that the Eesident concurs in the opinion expressed 
by the Commissioner. If^ as is reported^ arsenic does not appear to be 
used for manufactures in Berar^ and that Bhern not Chamara are the 
only persons who poison cattle^ and further that cases of poisoning are 
not numerous^ and that there is nothing like an organized system of 
poisoning in Berar, there would seem to be little need of the enactment 
of any law restricting the sale of arsenic in the province. 

Sir R. Meade^ however, thinks it probable enough that the 
circumstances under which arsenic is employed in the North- Western 
Provinces and other parts of India may render legislation in the matter 
necessary. 



Memorandum embodying the oj)inion8 of District Officers in Berar on the 

subject of cattle-poisoning by arsenic^ 

Judicial Commissioner, Hyderabad Assigned Districts. — In 
Berar there is no trade in the sale of arsenic for the purpose of cattle- 
poisoning. The restriction of the retail sale of poisons generally 
having been removed some years ago, and vegetable poisons being easily 
procurable, no advantage would be derived by any restriction now on 
the sale of arsenic. A special enactment rendering persons selling the 
poison for unlawful purposes equally amenable to punishment with 
the poisoner is, however, advocated on the ground that there is no reason 
why the vendor of poison for the purpose of cattle-poisoning should 
enjoy any more immunity for his crime than abettors of other offences 
under the Penal Code. 

Deputy Commissioner, Ellichpur. — Cases of cattle-poisoning in 
the Ellichpur District are few and far between, the convictions in such 
cases as have arisen going to prove that Bhers, and not ChamarSy were 
concerned in the crime, the motive being the hides and horns of the 
victims. Arsenic is imported from Amraoti in no- large quantities, but 
it is not generally used except medicinally. No organized band of 
chamars for the perpetration of this crime is suspected to exist in the 
district as in the North- Western Provinces. Legislation is therefore 
unnecessary. 

Deputy Commissioner, Buldana. — Although arsenic forms no 
element in the manufactures of this district, and its use legitimately is 
very limited, arsenic is frequently employed by Chamars, Mhars, &c., 
as an agent in poisoning both cattle and human beings. Of the former, 
Hiere were six convictions during the last five years, and it is believed 
that there were many other cases undetected. There are facilities for 
the perpetration of this crime which render its commission more fre- 
quent than is generally imagined, and the consequence is that the loss 
to both agriculturists and to Government is considerable. Legislation 
to restrict the sale of the poison is therefore considered necessary. 

Deputy Commissionbr, Amraoti. — Arsenic is not employed in this 
district for tanning or curing purposes. As there is no restriction on 
the sale of poisons, arsenic is, it is believed, occasionally used by the 
Mhars and Mangs in poisoning cattl«« 
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Deputy Commissioner^ Akola..— Arsenic is not used for curing 
or tanning purposes in this district. As no cases of cattle-poisoning 
have occurredj legislation restricting the sale of arsenic is deemed 
unnecessary. 

Deputy Commissioner, Wun. — Arsenic is employed to a small 
extent by Europeans in preserving skins and destroying rats pnly. 
The sale of poisons might be controlled by reverting to the system of 
selling the contract of the right to deal in poisons, and imposing con- 
ditions as to quantity to be sold and registers to be maintained. 

Deputy Commissioner, Basim.— Arsenic is not used for manufac- 
turing purposes in this district, and only to a very small extent in 
Native medicines. Although no cases of cattle-poisoning by arsenic 
have occurred, frequent deaths of human beings have been attributed 
to this stgent. No restriction of the sale of this poison is therefore 
advocated. 



/ 
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